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STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF THE PRESERVATION OF ANNA HISS GYMNASIUM

The Texas Historical Commission is the state agency for historic preservation charged
with the task of assisting other state entities in preserving our historic public investments. We
perform our duty with great care and sensitivity to the demands of a growing state. The
Commission is also aware of the dynamics of a growing academic and educational environment
that may increase pressure to remove the historic buildings on our state campuses. This is our
special interest in the Anna Hiss Gymnasium.

Our contact with the University of Texas at Austin administration began in 1990 in an
effort to assist in determining the future of the Anna Hiss Gymnasium. When plans to demolish
the gym surfaced at that time, we were asked by several groups -- alumni, students and users
of the gymnasium, Architecture and Planning faculty, Daily Texan staff, and others -- to
comment on the significance of the building. We feel that it is important to consider the
following in your decision-making:

*  The gym resulted from an alumni campaign around 1930 to build permanent recreational
facilities for students. Donations and gifts resulting from this campaign raised the money
to build the gymnasium.

*  Its design was executed to reflect the campus’ architectural vocabulary of Mediterranean
Renaissance Style first established by Cass Gilbert with Battle Hall in 1910. The
gymnasium and others built between 1910 and 1940 established the environment that
distinguishes the campus today. The architecture is recognized today as the "University
of Texas Style" by students and alumni.

*  Early 20th century buildings constructed between 1910 and 1940 fit into the campus plan
developed in the 1930s by the internationally renowned architect Paul Cret. Although
the Anna Hiss Gymnasium was already in place at the time of Cret’s plan, he recognized
its contributions to the campus’ identity. Since that time, it has been generally
understood that historic buildings on the original Forty Acres would not be removed.
This commitment to an overall plan and image for the campus appears to be forgotten.
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The gymnasium also is historically significant. It represents the contributions of the first
director of the UT women’s athletic department. Anna Hiss arrived at the University of
Texas in 1918 and served 36 years. During her tenure she organized and led one of the
most innovative athletic programs in the country. The design of this gymnasium reflects
her personal interest in the building. She traveled around the country at her own expense
to collect ideas and information that led to a first-rate facility.

*  The 1931 gymnasium, designed by Herbert M. Greene with input from Hiss, became an
enduring model for women’s gymnasia throughout the country.

The Texas Historical Commission encourages the consideration of the Anna Hiss
Gymnasium in its current planning efforts. We wish to go on record noting that the removal
of the building may be an unfortunate attempt to accommodate campus growth. Partial removal
is at best a poor compromise. In all accounts, we encourage the University of Texas at Austin
to consider the significance of historic buildings and their environs in future development and

planning on the campus.
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