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OPINION fJ Peso Times 
Sunday, June 20, 1999 llA 

Envision what Ul'EP, EI Paso can achieve 
IIY i)lana N_atallclo 
Guest cofumnlst 

UTEP President Diana Natalicio 
and Athletic Director Bob Stull are 
celebrating another great year. The 
MIner football team was undefeat­
ed again this year. selling out the 
Sun Bowl for all home games . .Bas­
ketball Coach Don Haskins re­
corded his I,OOQth victory and his 
fourth consecutive NCAA national 
championship. Times columnist 
Joe Muench is still comp1aining 
about UTEP athletics. 

Although these predictions may 
seem far-fetched (excer,t the one 
aboul Muench's romp aints) and 
even though my crystal ball is cer­
tainly no clearer than anyone 
else's, it is always interesting to 
envision our world at BOrne future 
time. J am pleased to have been 
invited to share with you some of 
my vision of UTEP in the new mil­
lennium, and I have chosen to focus 
onlhe year 2014, when we will cel· 
ebrate the university's looth birth· 

day. Let US pretend it's the year 
2014, and here is what I believe can 
be said about UTEP: 

In 2014, UTEP enrollment h .. 
grown to more than 20,000 stu­
dents, 85 percent of 
whom are Hispsn­
ic, reflecting the 
population bf EI 
Paao County from 
which the uni­
versity continues 
to draw more than 
80 percent of its 
undergraduate s~- Natallclo 
dents. A m'IJor 
investment in distance-Iearnmg 
technology has enabled UTEP to 
extend its educational resouraoo 
throughout this region. 

In 2014, as a result of the part­
nership of UTEP, EI Paso Commu­
nity College and the EI Paso Col­
laborative for Academic Excel­
lence, students entering UTEP are 
far better prepared for academic 
success than they were during the 
fmal years of the past century. 

~L~~ru=~ [EI Paso at the millennium 

~"", 
Retention and graduation ratea at 
EPCC and at UTEP have risen sig­
nificantly during the paat several 
years, and three-fourths of this 
community's high-school gradu­
ates now enter post-seconilary edu- . 
cation. TheStsteofT .... ln2014 
has greatly Increased its invest­
ment In financial aid and scholar­
ships to ensure that all students 
with talent and motivation are able 
to afford a university education. 
Spiraling tuition and tee increases 
of the 19909 hsve been stemmed, in 
recognition of the fact that higher 
education is 8 societal good,. 

UTEP's doctoral programs have 
grown in both number and size in 
2014. Contract and grant funding 
have soared, and a number of 
UTEP faculty members haVe se­
cured patents for their discoveries, 
and income from these JU'~e!1t.s is 

flowing into the universit:(s re­
search progrema 8I1d into the de­
velopment of local busin .... s. 

In 2014, the Immigration History 
Center is 8 national attraction

l bringing thousands of visitors to E 
Paso each year to learn more about 
immigration to the United Statea. 
from Mexico and other Latin 
American countries. Capitalizing 
on UTEP's nationally recognized 
doctoral program in U.S.-Mellico 
Borderlands History, the center 
has achieved International recogni­
tion as the "Ellis Island of the 
Southwest.· The Border Health In­
stitute, a cOoperative venture of 
UTEP, Tex .. Tech Health Science 
Center, and the Paso del Norte 
Health Foundation, is located on a 
beautiful new campus, including a 
world-class research center, a four­
year medica! school and other 
health profpssions education and 
clinical facilities. 

Research on diabeles, h(>patitis, 
tuberculusis and infectious dis­
eases prevalent in the U.S.-Mexico 

border region h .. been supported 
by major grant funding and has 
improved the region's health, 

The de~ure from EI Paso of so 
many hi&hIy skilled UTEP grnd· 
uat .. , which characterized the fum' 
years of the past century, hns 
reased, and this new pool of talent· 
ed professionals is contributin~ to 
the "EI Paso Economic Miracle. ' 

In 2014 UTEP has just conclud­
ed a maj~r fund-raising campai~, 
in conjunction with our lOOth 
birthday. The campaign goal of dou· 
bUng endowments from $150 mil­
lion to $300 million was reached 
thanks to EI Paao's broadened cor­
porate base and its robust economy. 

All of this that we envision for 
2014 could happen. What we do 
today and tomorrow will determine 
the extent to which we achieve our 
vision for UTEP and this commu­
nity in the next century. 

The year 2014 is only 15 years 
from nmy. Let's get going! 

Oiana NatallclQ is president or the 
University of Te~s al £1 Paso. 
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Summary of Projects in Priority Order Cost 

#1 Relocation of Biomedical and Health 
Science Corridor - Phase I $30,000,000 

#2 Renovation and Expansion of 
Liberal Arts/Academic Services Buildings $15,000,000 

#3 U.S.-Mexico Border Center Addition to Library Building $10,000,000 

#4 Upgrade, Replace, or Renovate Classrooms and Building 
Support Systems - Phase II $12,000,000 

#5 Engineering Building Renovation 

#6 Technology Disparity Remediation 

#7 Seamon Hall Renovation 

Total 

$ 6,000,000 

$10,000,000 

$ 2,500,000 

$85,500,000 



.aaaa .... 

1. Ilnsnmd. 111111 Acadcmic In(rastrllclnm 
Dc"e1"l'ltIenl~I'hasc I (I iete Une Illmling)-­
$11 millilln cach year 

UTEP is well positioned to contribute to Texas' goal 01 competing 

more successfully lor lederal R&D funds. It has already demonstrated 

that it has the capacity to successtully leverage the state's modest 

investment in its research activity to secure signiticant federal 

support: it ranks fourth among all public universities and health 

science centers in the state in its federal-to-state funding ratio. A 

major increase in the state's investment in UTEP's infrastructure 

will yield a rich return in external funding, and add greatty to the 

state's capacity to compete with other states for federal R&D dollars. 

2_ 1I ... ,I,,,·II,, .. llh I\"""a ... ,h-$\ millio .. (each year) 
UTEP has been successful during the past ten years in building its 

biomedical and health science research capacity, and has altracted 

more than $ 12 million in federal funding, most of which has come 

trom the Nationaflnstifutes of Health and the EPA. This research 

has also ser ved as a foundation for doctoral programs in 

EnvilOnmental Science and Engineering and Pathobiology. We will 

also be seeking an additional $25 million in tobacco seUlement 

endowmenf funds to acceferafe the capacity-building process in 

biomedical and health science research and educaflon, with specific 

research priorities in fhe areas of infectious disease, environmental 

toxicology, and neuroscience and metabolic disorders, including 

diabetes. 

3. United Siaies-Mexico Immigration J lislory 
Cenler--$500,()()O each ynar 

More than 20 million people of Mexican descent live in the United 

States, yet there is no public institution dedicated to documenting 

and preserving the experiences of the individuals and families from 

Mexico who have immigrated to this country. EI Paso was the entry 

point through which much of that immigration occurred-the "Ellis 

Island of the Southwest" -and UTEP Is leading an initiative to create 

a center that will ensure that generations to come will understand 

and appreciate the contribution to U.S. SOCiety of immigrants from 

the south. 

4. MasIn,.'" 1l~'l;ree inl'lIhlie 11""llh-(:"_fll"""live 
I'rug",m w,lh til 11 .. ""1",, lIeallh 5,,,,,,,,,,, 
Cpnlr,r--$5(1(1,(I(I() lOad, y(,,,r 

The satellite MPH program, operated on the UTEP campus by the 

UT Houston School 01 Public Health, has provided opportunities for 

public health education for residents of Ihls region. faculty associated 



Summary of Projects in Priority Order 

II I Helocalion I)f Biomedical and Ileallh Sciences 
. Gnrritlur - Phase I $30,000,000 
Land ac;quisition and construction of -this core research/teachlng 

facility is proposed to serve as a foundation for the development of 

a regional biomedical and health science corridor on the UTEP 

campus. Growing heaHh professions education programs and 

externally funded biomedical and human health research activity, 

together with a partnership with Texas Tech Medical School in EI 

Paso, will enable UTEP to provide leadership in addressing the 

critical health Issues of this U.S. - Mexico border region. 

112 Henuvation and Expansion of Liberal 
Arf sj ACllIlmni<: 
Services nllihlings $ 1 a,OOO,OOO 

The renovation of the Liberal Arts and Academic Services Buildings 

and the construction of a multi·story connection between them will 

bring together: student support programs dedicated to improving 

the retention and graduation of UTEP's majority Hispanic student 

population; outreach programs designed to raise the aspiratoons 

and achievement level of young people in the surrounding region; 

and interdisciplinary teacher preparation and research programs. 

aaaaa 

A"hough UTEP has been strongly committed to these InHlatlves­

and highly successful In attracting external funding for them­

facilities constraints have forced us to wedge them into available 

space across the campus, resulting In inadequate accommodations 

and lost opportunities for synergy. 

113 U.S.-Mexico Border Center Addilionto 
Library Building $10,()()O,()OO 

Construction of a facility is proposed to accommodate a set of 

interrelated teaching and research programs that have made UTEP 

a recognized leader in research and outreach related to the border 

and to links between Texas and Mexico. BUill as an extension to 

the existing University Ubrary, the new structure would directly 

overlook the international boundary and Ciudad Juarez, Mexico. 

A primary occupant of the facility would be UTEP's Center for Inter· 

American and Border Studies, which spearheads and coordinates 

UTEP research, outreach, and educational efforts related to the 

border and to Mexico and Latin America. Several other 

researchAeaching centers, Including the Immigration History Center, 

which is rapidly accumulating regional historical archives and oral 

history collections, would also be accommodated here. The creation 

of the Center facility would provide access to research materials 

through on·site collections and electronic links, foster communication 
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