
APPROVED MINUTES 
EMPLOYEE ADVISORY COUNCIL 

March 22-23, 2007 
 

 
 
PRESENT:  Mary Avitia, Greg Bateson, Kim Caperton, David Casillus, Claudette Clay, W. 
Dennie Clemons,  Chris Dickson, Patricia Dunn, Olga Garcia, Teresa Garcia, Faye Ingram, 
Dexter Jones, Katrina Luna, Karen Martinez, Cynthia Orth,  Rochelle Pena, Rick Peterson, 
Randolph Scott, Valarie Sinor, Janice Smith, Nancy Sutherland, Michael Swindle, Ann Tate, Pep 
Valdes, Erin Waneck, Glen Worley, Aziza Young 
 
VISITORS: Kathy Mayes, Dan Stewart, Dr. William Behrendt, Barbara Holthaus 
 
.  
 
Meeting was called to order by Chair, Ann Tate at 9:15am. 
 
An Introduction to UT Southwestern was begun by Teresa Garcia who was born at Parkland 
Hospital.  William Behrendt, PhD., Vice President, Office of Human Resources completed the 
introduction by listing the many accomplishments, impressive faculty and staff, including four 
Nobel Laureates.  This introduction was followed by a walking tour of UT Southwestern North 
Campus.  At one point we stopped and viewed the separate South Campus which is a short 
distance away and includes the hospitals staffed by UT Southwestern. 
 
Minutes from the October meeting were discussed and approved. 
 
Mr. Glen Worley, representative from UT Austin, presented the “Easy Environmental Guide for 
Staff & Faculty” which is that institutions emphasis on being environmentally sensitive. 
 
Mr. Dan Stewart, UT System liaison to EAC, presented an Update on Legislative Issues. The 
state legislature was in session at this time and UT System was following many issues in the 
various bills in various states of examination or approval.  
 
Committee Breakout Working Sessions: 
Tuition, Strategic Plan, and Employee Grievance/Ombudsman 
 
Committees adjourned 
Break before dinner 
   
The evening was concluded with a dinner hosted by UT Southwestern Medical Center. 
 
Friday morning: 
 Shuttle from Hotel to UT Southwestern, followed by continental breakfast. 
 
Reports from the Standing Committees (briefly):  



Tuition: Barbara Holthaus, attorney with UT System Office of General Council was in 
attendance to help committee members understand the U.T System Regent’s Rules, Attorney 
General’s Opinions, and legislative statues as they pertain to tuition assistance. Chair, Nancy 
Sutherland, indicated that the committee hopes to develop recommendations for consideration at 
the August meeting. 
Employee Grievance/Ombudsman: Committee has several suggestions. Erin Waneck, Chair, 
will work with Dan Stewart to formulate some statements and recommendations to consider in 
August. 
Strategic Planning: The committee continues to define how the staff of the components can 
support the U.T. System Strategic Plan.  The committee would like to see a larger presence of the 
staff specifically in the Plan; especially since the staff can help the university achieves mission 
critical goals. Chair, Michael Swindle, indicates that the committee hopes to complete their 
charge at the August meeting.  
 
Presentations by Dan Stewart: 
 Uninsured Texans.  Why Should I Care? In this presentation, the report noted that Texas 
has the highest percentage of uninsured in the U.S. and a trend to not improve that outcome. 

UT System Wellness Symposium.  This presentation pointed out the need for and 
benefits of maintaining a well (healthy) workforce.  

 
An Open discussion followed these presentations.  During this discussion, it was pointed 

out the EAC has been active for several years in supporting and sharing Wellness Programs 
across UT System.  Then a resolution indicating the support of Wellness Programs by EAC was 
passed.   

 
 The EAC thanked the UT Southwestern representatives for the opportunity to visit their 
institution and also the hosts, Megan Moses and Kristi Garner, who so ably supported this 
meeting.  
 
 This meeting of EAC was then adjourned with the reminder that at the next meeting, 
there would be an election of the Executive Committee for FY08.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Randolph (Randy) H. Scott 
Secretary 
 
 






















