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New Guidance for Recipient Reporting Released 

Monday, June 22, 2009 

On June 22, 2009, the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) published Implementing Guidance for the Reports on Use of Funds Pursuant to the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 ("Recovery Act"). This guidance implements the reporting requirements included in Section 1512 of the Recovery Act for recipients of grants, loans, and other forms of assistance. The reports required by Section 1512 will be submitted by recipients beginning in October 2009 and will answer important questions, such as: 

· Who is receiving Recovery Act dollars and in what amounts?

· What projects or activities are being funded with Recovery Act dollars?

· What is the completion status of such projects or activities and what impact have they had on job creation and retention?

Based on input received from the public on previous implementing guidance issued by OMB, the reporting framework in the attached guidance has been updated and enhanced to capture additional spending data from prime recipients and sub-recipients of Federal financial assistance Recovery Act awards. Further, OMB has worked with the Recovery Accountability and Transparency Board to deploy a nationwide data collection system at the website www.FederalReporting.gov that will reduce information reporting burden on recipients by simplifying reporting instructions and providing a user-friendly mechanism for submitting required data.

Read Cover Memo and Guidance. 

View Recipient Reporting Data Model - Template, Data Dictionary, XML Schema. 

Read the List of Programs Subject to Recipient Reporting. 

Agriculture

Active Solicitations

· Rural Business Enterprise Grant Program (RBEG) (3.11.09)

· Recovery Act - 2008 Aquaculture Grant Program 
Implementing the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Recovery Act). The $28B (3.5%) of the package was appropriated to USDA. 

· The Act provides $19.7 billion to increase the monthly amount of nutrition assistance to 31.8 million people. 

· Enables expanded opportunities for broadband loans and grants to rural communities. 

· Expands funding opportunities to develop water and waste facilities. 

· Provides funding to protect and conserve the nation's forests and farm land. 

Information: http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/?navid=USDA_ARRA
6/22/09 - HUD JOINS USDA EFFORT BY LAUNCHING CUTTING EDGE RECOVERY ACT WEB MAPPING TOOL   Web tool will increase transparency, keep public informed and involved in Recovery Act spending   

WASHINGTON – June 22, 2009. Today, HUD announced that it is joining USDA's geospatial project by uploading HUD Recovery Act data into USDA's cutting edge web tool, which will allow Americans to learn how and where HUD is spending money provided through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Recovery Act). SDA developed the tool and launched it on the 100th day of the Obama Administration. Since USDA launched the tool, there have had more than 1 and a half million hits. "HUD and this Administration are committed to providing the highest level of transparency possible as Recovery Act funds are spent," said HUD Secretary Shaun Donovan. "It is vitally important that the American people are fully aware of how their tax dollars are being spent and can hold their federal leaders accountable. We are proud to collaborate with USDA on this project and build on their effort to increase transparency by launching this innovative web tool today on HUD's Recovery Act website." The Recovery Act includes $13.61 billion for projects and programs administered by HUD, nearly 75 percent of which was allocated to state and local recipients only eight days after President Obama signed the Act into law. The remaining 25 percent of funds will be awarded through a competitive grant process in the coming months. To visit the HUD/USDA map, use the following link: www.usda.gov/recovery/map. HUD's Recovery Act website was launched on May 8, 2009 in order to increase transparency and access to HUD Recovery Act information. http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/!ut/p/_s.7_0_A/7_0_1OB?contentidonly=true&contentid=2009/06/0218.xml
6/19/09AGRICULTURE SECRETARY TOM VILSACK ANNOUNCES $176 MILLION IN RECOVERY ACT FUNDING TO IMPROVE RESEARCH CAPACITY AT LABORATORIES IN 29 STATES   

WASHINGTON, June 19, 2009 – Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced today that the USDA is distributing $176 million in Recovery Act funding to upgrade laboratory buildings and support facilities at research locations across the country. Not only will these projects further important research being conducted at USDA laboratories in 29 states, these funds will help revitalize local economies by creating jobs and supporting local businesses that supply needed construction products and services. http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/!ut/p/_s.7_0_A/7_0_1OB?contentidonly=true&contentid=2009/06/0215.xml
6/16/09 - Obama Officials Announce Steps to Promote the Clean Energy Potential of the West   Secretaries Chu, Salazar and Vilsack and Chairs Sutley and Wellinghoff announce energy and transmission policies at the Western Governors' Association Annual Meeting   
PARK CITY, UTAH - Senior Obama Administration officials today announced a number of steps that will help the West to tap its clean energy potential and create green jobs. The efforts announced during the annual meeting of the Western Governors' Association (WGA) reflect a comprehensive, broad-based strategy across the Administration to support western states in their efforts to grow their local economies and meet their energy needs. http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/!ut/p/_s.7_0_A/7_0_1OB?contentidonly=true&contentid=2009/06/0210.xml
March 9, 2009 – Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today announced USDA will be delivering its first actions implementing the $28 billion provided in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Recovery Act).

Funding will help rebuild and revitalize rural communities as well as help stimulate local economies and create jobs throughout the country. Specifically; 

· The Farm Service Agency (FSA) will use immediately $145 million of the $173 million provided in the Recovery Act for its Direct Operating Farm Loan Program, which will give 2,042 farmers – almost 50% are beginning farmers and 10% are socially disadvantaged producers - direct loans from the agency. These loans will be used to purchase items such as farm equipment, feed, seed, fuel and other operating expenses and will stimulate rural economies by providing American farmers funds to operate. Currently, farmers are struggling with the high costs of running family farms, seriously affecting beginning and socially disadvantaged producers. 

· USDA Rural Development Agency will initially provide nearly 10,000 rural families with $14.9 million ($1.17 billion in loan guarantees) for homeownership financing, creating or saving more than 5,000 jobs. 

· USDA Rural Development will also release funding for more than $400 million in pending applications for Water and Waste grants and $140 million in pending applications for Water and Waste Direct Loans. Rural Development expects nearly 13,000 jobs will be created by 400 water and wastewater projects.

· The Forest Service has released almost $100 million of the $1.15 billion for projects in the Recovery Act. The stimulus funding will be used for hazardous fuels reduction, forest health protection, rehabilitation and hazard mitigation activities on federal, state and private lands. Over 1,500 jobs will be created through shovel ready projects that will be released this week for urban youth and individuals involved in urban forestry, restoration projects fire prevention, roads, bridges, buildings and recreation facilities. 

· The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) will release up to $145 million provided in the Recovery Act to restore frequently flooded land to its natural state; create jobs in rural communities nationwide when landowners establish these floodplain easements; as well as restore and protect an estimated 60,000 acres of flood-prone lands nationwide through the floodplain easement component of its Emergency Watershed Protection Program. Signups for the easements will be held from March 9 – March 27 nationwide. 

· NRCS will release $80 million of the $145 million for watershed projects this week. Through the Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Operations Program funded projects will improve fish and wildlife habitat and create or restore wetlands. 

· NRCS also will release $50 million this week for rehabilitating aging watershed structures to protect lives and property and public infrastructure. Over 2,100 jobs directly related to NRCS Recovery Act funding are estimated in the engineering and biological fields, additional specialized equipment operators, construction crews and many other diversified skilled laborers. 

· The Recovery Act provides a 13.6 percent increase in the monthly Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefit for recipients, or roughly $80 per family per month. The SNAP program currently serves over 31 million people each month and the influx of funding will not only help those struggling during these tough economic times but stimulate local economies. It's estimated that for every five dollars spent through SNAP, $9.20 of local economic activity is generated. This benefit increase will begin to be provided to recipients on April 1, 2009. In addition, ARRA provides nearly $300 million to help states administer SNAP. The first $145 million will be released this month to assist States in responding to increased need. 

· An additional $5 million in funding is provided for the Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR) for facility improvements and equipment upgrades. This is in addition to the over $114 million we will spend on food distribution on Indian reservations this year. This program provides a vital service. Reservations and tribal lands are often remote with limited service from grocery stores. It provides commodity foods to low-income households, including the elderly, living on Indian reservations, and to Native American families residing in designated areas near reservations and in the State of Oklahoma. Currently, there are approximately 243 tribes receiving benefits under the FDPIR through 98 ITOs and 5 State agencies. 

· In addition, the Recovery Act provides additional funding for the Emergency Food Assistance Program. Through this program, USDA provides commodities and administrative funds to states for further distribution to local organizations that assist the needy, including food banks, food pantries, and soup kitchens. The first $25 million to support administrative functions will be distributed this month.

Commerce

Active Solicitations

· NIST Federal Register “Notice of Availability of Funds,” docket number 090306286-9288-01 (text of Federal Register notice)
· NIST announcement of Federal Funding Opportunity (copy of the Grants.gov announcement)
· Recovery Act Measurement Science and Engineering Fellowship Program (3.9.09)

· NIST Recovery Act Measurement Science and Engineering Research Grants Program: Providing the Technology Infrastructure to Address National Priorities (3.9.09)
· Coastal and Marine Habitat Restoration Project Grants - Recovery Act 

· EDA Recovery Act Funding 

News
· Congress Approves NIST's Recovery Plan to Create Jobs and Foster Innovation
· NIST Announces Three-Phase Plan for Smart Grid Standards, Paving Way for More Efficient, Reliable Electricity 4.16.09
Economic Development Administration
The Recovery Act includes $150 million for EDA to provide grants to economically distressed areas across the Nation to generate private sector jobs. Priority consideration will be given to those areas that have experienced sudden and severe economic dislocation and job loss due to corporate restructuring. Funds will be disbursed through the agency’s traditional grant making process and will support efforts to create higher-skill, higher-wage jobs by promoting innovation and entrepreneurship and connecting regional economies with the worldwide marketplace. 

National Telecommunications and Information Administration
The Recovery Act provides critical funding for programs at NTIA including:

· $4.7 billion to establish a Broadband Technology Opportunities Program for awards to eligible entities to develop and expand broadband services to rural and underserved areas and improve access to broadband by public safety agencies. 

· Of these funds, $250 million will be available for innovative programs that encourage sustainable adoption of broadband services;

· At least $200 million will be available to upgrade technology and capacity at public computing centers, including community colleges and public libraries; 

· $10 million will be a transfer to the Office of Inspector General for the purposes of BTOP audits and oversight. 

· Up to $350 million of the BTOP funding is designated for the development and maintenance of statewide broadband inventory maps. 

· $650 million for the TV Converter Box Coupon Program to allow NTIA to issue coupons to all households currently on the waiting list, to start mailing coupons via first class mail and to ensure vulnerable populations are prepared for the transition from analog-to-digital television transmission. 

Office of Inspector General

· The Recovery Act includes $6 million for the OIG to conduct audits and oversight of the programs and activities funded by the ARRA in addition to the $10 million provided to the OIG for oversight of the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. With such a large infusion of cash expected to be obligated within a short time frame, this oversight will be important in evaluating the effectiveness of these programs and detecting and preventing waste, fraud and abuse.

NOAA

NOAA Receives $830 Million Through Recovery Act 

The Department of Commerce’s National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration will receive $830 million in funds as part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. The agency will use the funds, equivalent to 20 percent of NOAA’s 2008 budget, for projects that protect life and property and conserve and protect natural resources. 

The act provides $230 million for habitat restoration, navigation projects, vessel maintenance, and other activities. An additional $430 million will be dedicated for construction and repair of NOAA facilities, ships and equipment, improvements for weather forecasting and satellite development. A total of $170 million will also be directed for climate modeling activities, including supercomputing procurement and research into climate change. 

Department of Commerce agencies receiving one-time funds through the act are required to submit a plan to Congress with specifics on how allocations will be spent within 60 days of the legislation being enacted. Once completed, NOAA’s plan will be available to the public at the Department of Commerce and NOAA Web sites. Requests and applications for funding will be accepted when instructions and rules are posted for specific projects. 

NIST

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act provides a total of $610 million in funding to NIST. The funding includes:

· $220 million for NIST laboratory research, measurements, and other services supporting economic growth and U.S. innovation through funding of such items as competitive grants; research fellowships; and advanced measurement equipment and supplies;

· $360 million to address NIST’s backlog of maintenance and renovation projects and for construction of new facilities and laboratories, including $180 million for a competitive construction grant program for funding research science buildings outside of NIST; 

· $20 million in funds transferred from the Department of Health and Human Services for standards-related research that supports the security and interoperability of electronic medical records to reduce health care costs and improve the quality of care; and 

· $10 million in funds transferred from the Department of Energy to help develop a comprehensive framework for a nationwide, fully interoperable smart grid for the U.S. electric power system.

Department of Commerce agencies receiving one-time funds through the Act are required to submit a plan to Congress with specifics on how allocations will be spent within 60 days of the legislation being enacted. Once completed, NIST’s plan will be available to the public, along with directions for applying for research fellowships, grants or construction funding at the Department of Commerce’s and NIST Web sites. 
Bureau of the Census
To ensure a successful 2010 Decennial Census, the Recovery Act includes $1 billion to hire new personnel for partnership and outreach efforts to minority communities and hard-to-reach populations, increase targeted media purchases, and ensure proper management of other operational and programmatic risks. 
NIST Announces Competition for Research Construction Grants
$120 Million in Recovery Act Grants to provide long-term economic benefits

GAITHERSBURG, Md. – The U.S. Commerce Department’s National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) has announced the availability of approximately $120 million in competitive grants for the construction of new or expanded scientific research buildings at higher education institutions and nonprofit organizations. Approximately eight to 12 projects will be funded by these grants, which are part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Recovery Act). Possible projects include laboratories, test facilities, measurement facilities, research computing facilities, and observatories.
 
“The Recovery Act provides a unique opportunity to expand scientific research in the pursuit of economic prosperity,” Commerce Secretary Gary Locke said. 
The Commerce Department particularly is seeking projects that are able to start quickly and complement the research programs of the U.S. Commerce Department’s three science agencies: NIST, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), and the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA).

Grant proposals will be evaluated based on three criteria: scientific and technical merit and the need for federal funding; design quality and suitability for the intended purpose; and management plan quality of the proposed project.  Grant evaluations also will be judged on how proposals meet the core objectives of the Recovery Act -- job creation and preservation, and investing in infrastructure that will provide long-term economic benefits. 

Interested organizations must provide NIST with a Letter of Intent outlining the proposed project by 3 p.m. EDT, Thursday, June 25, 2009. Organizations that submit timely Letters of Intent may then submit full proposals, which must be received by 3 p.m. EDT, Monday, Aug. 10, 2009. Review, selection and grant award processing is expected to be completed by the end of February 2010.

Applicant organizations may submit only one Letter of Intent and full proposal. Academic campuses within multi-campus systems (those that award their own degrees, have independent administrative structures, admission policies, alumni associations, etc.) qualify as separate institutions.

Letters of Intent must be submitted on paper to the National Institute of Standards and Technology, 100 Bureau Drive, Stop 4701, Gaithersburg, MD 20899-4701. Full proposals may be submitted on paper or on-line through Grants.gov.
 
For more information and details of the application process, see: 

· NIST Federal Register “Notice of Availability of Funds,” docket number 090306286-9288-01 (text of Federal Register notice)
· NIST announcement of Federal Funding Opportunity (copy of the Grants.gov announcement)
In addition to this new construction grant competition, NIST will also issue grant awards totaling approximately $60 million to meritorious proposals submitted under the fiscal year 2008 NIST Construction Grant Program competition, but, because of limited research-and-development funding, were not selected initially. See: “Grant Proposals Sought for Construction of Science Research Buildings,” and “NIST Awards $24 Million in Grants for New Research Facilities Dedicated to Quantum Measurement, Marine Ecology.”

FY 2008 applicants who receive a meritorious ranking will be contacted in writing by NIST in the near future. Applicants who do not receive this notification should assume that their proposals are not under consideration for this Recovery Act funding.

Interested applicants who did not receive funding in the FY 2008 competition are encouraged to submit a Letter of Intent and full proposal for the FY 2009 competition. Decisions on unfunded FY 2008 proposals will not be made until after Letters of Intent for the new competition are due. 

Media Contact: Michael Baum, michael.baum@nist.gov, (301) 975-2763

Defense

Notices

· RECOVERY - Air Force Fiscal Year 2009 American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Research Program – Presolicitation Notice 

Today, March 20, 2009, the Department of Defense (DoD) released its EXPENDITURE PLAN for the projects to be funded with the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. The Recovery Act provides $7.4 billion to the Department largely for projects that are located at Defense installations spread across all fifty states, District of Columbia and two U.S. territories. The report includes $2.3 billion in construction projects, including two major hospital construction projects: Camp Pendleton, California; Fort Hood, Texas; and a hospital alteration project at the Naval Air Station, Jacksonville, Florida. The plan also contains $3.4 billion for nearly 3,000 facility repair and improvement projects that will immediately generate additional employment in communities around Defense installations. Furthermore, the plan details how $300 million for near-term energy technology research will be allocated. The allocation of the remaining $800 million for Defense facility infrastructure investment be announced at a later date. 

· Department of Defense Expenditure Plans | (PDF)
Distribution of Recovery Act funds:

· $4.2 billion in Operation and Maintenance accounts to upgrade DoD facilities, including energy-related improvements 

· $1.3 billion in military construction for hospitals 

· $240 million in military construction for child development centers 

· $100 million in military construction for warrior transition complexes 

· $600 million for other military constructions projects such as housing for the troops and their families 

· $300 million to develop energy-efficient technologies 

· $120 million for the Energy Conservation Investment Program (ECIP) 

· $555 million for a temporary expansion of the Homeowner’s Assistance Program (HAP) benefits for private home sale losses of both DoD military and civilian personnel 

· $15 million for DoD Inspector General oversight and audit of Recovery Act execution 

Appropriations in this bill are available for obligation through the end of fiscal 2010, and through the end of fiscal 2013 for military construction. 

The Recovery Act funding addresses some of the unique economic pressures faced by American service members because of their voluntary commitment to serve our nation. Specific investment in military construction will further President Obama’s goal of providing stimulus to the economy while helping to improve the quality of life for our troops and their families. In addition to providing much needed facility improvements, this bill also provides more funding for our important energy research programs so that the DoD can continue to lead the way in the national effort to achieve greater energy independence. 

DoD officials are working with the Army, Navy, Marine Corps and Air Force to quickly finalize details such as which bases will receive construction projects. We intend spending plans at the project level to be sent to Congress in the weeks ahead, with more announcements to be made as appropriate.
Education

· Active Solicitations
· Overview of ARRA
· Categories of Funds and Schedule for Distribution
· What must states do to receive SFSF, Title I, Part A and IDEA, Part B funds?
· State Fiscal Stabilization Fund
· Title I, Part A Recovery Funds
· IDEA Recovery Funds for Services to Children and Youths with Disabilities
Active Solicitations

· Teacher Quality Partnership Grants Program; (ARRA Program) CFDA 84.405A *New 6.4.09*

· Office of Innovation and Improvement; Overview Information: Teacher Quality Partnership Grants Program – Recovery Act (ARRA) CFDA (84.405A)
· Office of Elementary and Secondary Education; Overview Information: Impact Aid Discretionary Construction Program – Recovery Act (ARRA) CFDA 84.401 (3.11.09)
· Office of Elementary & Secondary Education; Overview Information: Teacher Incentive Fund Program- Recovery Act (ARRA) CFDA 84.385 (3.9.09)
· Office of Postsecondary Education; Overview Information: Teacher Quality Partnership Grants Program – Recovery Act (ARRA) CFDA (84.405A) (3.9.09)
· Institute of Education Sciences; Overview Information:Statewide Longitudinal Data Systems - Recovery Act (ARRA) CFDA 84.384A (3.9.09)
Timing of Available Funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009
· $108.8 Million in Stimulus Funds Available for Targeted School Construction and Homeless Student Programs 4.13.09

Slide Show: ARRA Uses of Funds and Metrics (Apr 24, 2009) [image: image1.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://www.ed.gov/policy/gen/leg/recovery/presentation/funds-metrics.ppt" PowerPoint (10M)

Video: Arne Duncan on the Recovery Act
Secretary Arne Duncan talks about how the Recovery Act is helping to save teacher jobs, encouraging schools to raise standards, and offering incentives for innovation through the "Race to the Top" fund.

Press Releases

· Nearly $130 Million in Recovery Funds Now Available for Maine to Save Teaching Jobs and Drive Education Reform (April 28, 2009)

· More Than $321 Million in Recovery Funds Now Available for Utah to Save Teaching Jobs and Drive Education Reform (April 28, 2009)

· $382 Million in Recovery Funds Now Available for Oregon to Save Teaching Jobs and Drive Education Reform (April 28, 2009)

· More Than $547 Million in Recovery Funds Now Available for Minnesota to Save Teaching Jobs and Drive Education Reform (April 28, 2009)

· More Than $321 Million in Recovery Funds Now Available for Mississippi to Save Teaching Jobs and Drive Education Reform (April 28, 2009)

· $85.4 Million in Recovery Funds Now Available for South Dakota to Save Teaching Jobs and Drive Education Reform (April 20, 2009)

· Nearly $1.4 Billion in Recovery Funds Now Available for Illinois to Save Teaching Jobs and Drive Education Reform (April 20, 2009)

· Nearly $4 Billion in Recovery Funds Now Available for California to Save Jobs and Drive Reform (April 17, 2009)

ARRA Implementation Briefing - Archived Video Webcast Recorded on April 3, 2009
http://www.connectlive.com/events/deptedu/
ED Recovery Act Technical Assistance Web Conferences

The U.S. Department of Education (ED) will be conducting a series of web conferences designed to assist ED grantees and sub-grantees in managing grants awarded under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Recovery Act). The goal of these web conferences is to provide information and enhance communication as we all work together to spend Recovery Act funds effectively to achieve the goals of saving and creating jobs, ensuring transparency and accountability, thoughtfully investing Recovery Act funds, and improving student achievement through school improvement and reform.

The ED Recovery Act Technical Assistance Web Conferences will be held on a regular schedule and will address a broad range of topics, such as basic federal grant and fiscal management requirements (e.g., cash management, internal controls, and procurement), Recovery Act-specific topics (e.g., Recovery Act reporting and uses of Recovery Act funds), innovative projects and best practices, program-specific requirements, and fraud prevention. Presenters will include representatives from across the Department, who will respond to questions as time permits.

The topic and registration link for each web conference will be announced in advance on this website (see the "Web Conference Schedule" below). Archives of the web conferences will also be available.

	Date:
	Time (EST):
	Title: *
	Presented By:

	7/30/09
	1:00-2:30pm
	Fraud Prevention in Recovery Act Programs
	ED-Office of Inspector General

	8/10/09
	2:00-3:30pm
	Education Department Guidance and Suggestions for Completing the Recovery Act Section 1512 Quarterly Reports
	ED-Risk Management Service


Overview of ARRA
The overall goals of the ARRA are to stimulate the economy in the short term and invest in education and other essential public services to ensure the long-term economic health of our nation. The success of the education part of the ARRA will depend on the shared commitment and responsibility of students, parents, teachers, principals, superintendents, education boards, college presidents, state school chiefs, governors, local officials, and federal officials. Collectively, we must advance ARRA’s short-term economic goals by investing quickly, and we must support ARRA’s long-term economic goals by investing wisely, using these funds to strengthen education, drive reforms, and improve results for students from early learning through college. Four principles guide the distribution and use of ARRA funds: 

a) Spend funds quickly to save and create jobs. ARRA funds will be distributed quickly to states, LEAs and other entities in order to avert layoffs and create jobs. States and LEAs in turn are urged to move rapidly to develop plans for using funds, consistent with the law’s reporting and accountability requirements, and to promptly begin spending funds to help drive the nation’s economic recovery. 
b) Improve student achievement through school improvement and reform. ARRA funds should be used to improve student achievement and help close the achievement gap. In addition, the SFSF requires progress on four reforms previously authorized under the bipartisan Elementary and Secondary Education Act and the America Competes Act of 2007: 
1. Making progress toward rigorous college- and career-ready standards and high-quality assessments that are valid and reliable for all students, including English language learners and students with disabilities; 
2. Establishing pre-K-to college and career data systems that track progress and foster continuous improvement; 
3. Making improvements in teacher effectiveness and in the equitable distribution of qualified teachers for all students, particularly students who are most in need; 
4. Providing intensive support and effective interventions for the lowest-performing schools. 
c) Ensure transparency, reporting and accountability. To prevent fraud and abuse, support the most effective uses of ARRA funds, and accurately measure and track results, recipients must publicly report on how funds are used. Due to the unprecedented scope and importance of this investment, ARRA funds are subject to additional and more rigorous reporting requirements than normally apply to grant recipients. 
d) Invest one-time ARRA funds thoughtfully to minimize the “funding cliff.” ARRA represents a historic infusion of funds that is expected to be temporary. Depending on the program, these funds are available for only two to three years. These funds should be invested in ways that do not result in unsustainable continuing commitments after the funding expires. 
Categories of funds and schedule for distribution

Balancing the need for speedy investments and for rigorous accountability and transparency, the Department has designed the following approaches for distributing different categories of funds. Some funds will be distributed in stages to states on a formula basis and then distributed from states to local education agencies (LEAs) or institutions of higher education (IHEs) for use over the next two school years (2009–10 and 2010–11); some funds will be distributed all at once; some funds will be distributed through a competitive grant process. 

The ARRA Pell grant and work study funding will be used for school year 2009–2010. These funds are available, pending disbursement, beginning July 1. 

· Pell Grants—$17.1 billion. This will increase the maximum Pell award for all eligible students from $4,850 to $5,350. 
· Work Study—$200 million. 

The funds under the SFSF, Title I, Part A and IDEA, Part B will be available in two stages. Funds from these very large programs are to be delivered by formula from the Department to the states. The Department will release 50 percent of Title I, Part A and 50 percent of IDEA, Part B funds before the end of March 2009, without requiring new state applications. Streamlined, user‐friendly applications for the initial 67 percent of the SFSF will be available to governors by the end of March, and funds will be made available by the Department within two weeks after receipt of an approvable application. For these three categories of funds, we expect to make available the remainder of the funds during the period July 1 to Sept. 30, 2009, conditioned on states providing additional information. The guidelines for securing these funds will be available on our Web site at www.ed.gov. 

· SFSF delivered to the state governors ($48.6 billion)

· $39.8 billion is devoted to public early learning, K‐12, and higher education. This amount must be distributed by formulae from the state to local education agencies and through a mechanism determined by the state to institutions of higher education. 

· $8.8 billion is allocated to governors for education (including school modernization), public safety, or other government services. 

· Title I, Part A ($10 billion) to State educational agencies. 

· IDEA, Part B ($11.7 billion) to State educational agencies. 

A minimum of 50 percent of the funds for the following programs will also be available by the end of March as soon as guidelines are issued: 

· IDEA Part C ($500 million). 

· Vocational Rehabilitation State Grants ($540 million). 

For the following programs under $500 million, all of the formula funds will be available by the end of March: 

· Impact Aid Construction ($100 million: only 40 percent will be distributed by formula; 60 percent will be distributed through competitive grants at a later date). 

· Independent Living Services ($140 million; only $52.5 million will be distributed by formula; remaining $87.5 will be distributed by competitive grants at a later date). 

· Education for Homeless Youth ($70 million). 

For the following programs, funds will be made available beginning in fall 2009, and will be conditioned upon receipt of further information that will be outlined in future guidance: 

· Title I School Improvement Grants ($3 billion). 
· Educational Technology State Grants ($650 million). 

The following funds will be made available beginning in fall 2009, based on the quality of the applications submitted through a competitive grant process. Guidelines for these funds will be posted shortly: 

· Teacher Incentive Fund ($200 million). 

· Teacher Quality Enhancement ($100 million). 

· Statewide Data Systems ($250 million). 

Under the $5 billion in SFSF reserved for the Secretary of Education to make competitive grants, the Department will conduct a national competition among states for a $4.35 billion state incentive “Race to the Top” fund to improve education quality and results statewide. The Race to the Top fund will help states drive substantial gains in student achievement by supporting states making dramatic progress on the four reform goals described above and effectively using other ARRA funds. $650 million of the $5 billion will be set aside in the “Invest in What Works and Innovation” fund and be available through a competition to districts and non‐profit groups with a strong track record of results. Guidelines and applications for the competitive funds will be posted expeditiously. Race to the Top grants will be made in two rounds—fall 2009 and spring 2010). 

In the coming months, the Department will also announce opportunities to compete for discretionary funds under non‐ARRA programs. The priorities for these competitions will be aligned with the reform goals of the Race to the Top fund, and will recognize states and LEAs that optimize the use of the varied funding streams provided under ARRA. In addition, the Department will identify technical assistance resources to help states and localities effectively implement the most promising and evidence‐based reforms using all relevant federal, state, and local resources. With federal funds available for R&D, the Department also hopes to work with schools to support rigorous testing of interventions that states and districts support with ARRA funds, to build the knowledge base about what works. 
What must states do to receive SFSF, Title I, Part A and IDEA, Part B funds? 

States will receive initial Title I, Part A and IDEA, Part B funds under pre‐existing applications. For the first round of state stabilization funds, governors must provide three things: 

· Assurances that they are advancing the four reforms described in the statute and maintenance of effort; 

· Baseline data on their current status in each of these areas; and 

· Basic information on how the funds will be used. 

The Department intends to provide governors with a streamlined, user‐friendly initial SFSF application package. 

For the second round of funds, state educational agencies (SEAs) must provide information regarding their ability to meet reporting requirements under the ARRA under Title I, Part A and IDEA, Part B. In the case of the SFSF, governors must provide plans outlining the state’s plans and progress in the four reform areas described above. As part of its application for the second part of the SFSF, a state must describe how the state and its LEAs plan to use SFSF and other funding in a fiscally prudent way that substantially improves teaching and learning. Governors and chief state school officers should work closely with other state and local officials in the state to develop effective data reporting systems and plans that will meet the assurances required by SFSF.
State Fiscal Stabilization Fund Grants
The State Fiscal Stabilization Fund (SFSF) program is a new one-time appropriation of $53.6 billion under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). Of the amount appropriated, the U. S. Department of Education will award governors approximately $48.6 billion by formula under the SFSF program in exchange for a commitment to advance essential education reforms to benefit students from early learning through post-secondary education, including: college- and career- ready standards and high-quality, valid and reliable assessments for all students; development and use of pre-K through post-secondary and career data systems; increasing teacher effectiveness and ensuring an equitable distribution of qualified teachers; and turning around the lowest-performing schools. 

These funds will help stabilize state and local government budgets in order to minimize and avoid reductions in education and other essential public services. The program will help ensure that local educational agencies (LEAs) and publicly funded institutions of higher education (IHEs) have the resources to avert cuts and retain teachers and professors. The program may also help support the modernization, renovation, and repair of school and college facilities. In addition, the law provides governors with significant resources to support education (including school modernization renovation, and repair), public safety, and other government services. The Department will award the remaining $5 billion competitively under the “Race to the Top” and “Investing in What Works and Innovation” programs. 

SFSF is a key element of the ARRA and is guided by the principles of ARRA.

In order to help alleviate the substantial budget shortfalls that states are facing, the Department has developed a streamlined, user-friendly process for expeditiously providing to states SFSF allocations: 

· Sixty-one percent of a state’s allocations will be on the basis of their relative population of individuals aged 5 to 24, and 39 percent will be based on relative shares of total population. 

· The Department will award SFSF funds to governors in two phases. To receive its initial SFSF allocation, a state must submit to the Department an application that provides (1) assurances that the state is committed to advancing education reform in four specific areas (described below); (2) baseline data that 

· As part of its application for initial funding, the state must assure that it will take actions to: (a) increase teacher effectiveness and address inequities in the distribution of highly qualified teachers; (b) establish and use pre-K-through-college and career data systems to track progress and foster continuous improvement; (c) make progress toward rigorous college- and career-ready standards and high-quality assessments; and (d) support targeted, intensive support and effective interventions to turn around schools identified for corrective action and restructuring. 

· Within two weeks of receipt of an approvable SFSF application, the Department will provide a state with 67 percent of its SFSF allocation. 

· A state will receive the remaining portion of its SFSF allocation after the Department approves the state's plan detailing its strategies for addressing the education reform objectives described in the assurances. This plan must also describe how the state is implementing the record-keeping and reporting requirements under ARRA and how SFSF and other funding will be used in a fiscally prudent way that substantially improves teaching and learning. 

· In the near future, the Department will issue guidance on the specific requirements that a state must meet to receive its phase two allocation. The Department anticipates that the phase-two funds will be awarded beginning July 1, 2009, on a rolling basis. 

If a state demonstrates that the amount of funds it will receive in phase one (67 percent of its total stabilization allocation) is insufficient to prevent the immediate layoff of personnel by LEAs, state educational agencies, or publicly funded institutions of higher education, the Department will award the state up to 90 percent of its SFSF allocation in phase one. In such cases, the remaining portion of the state's allocation will be provided after the Department approves the state's plan. 

Of the amount appropriated for the SFSF, the Department will use at least $4.35 billion to make competitive grants under the “Race to the Top” fund. These grants will help states to drive significant improvement in student achievement, including through making progress toward the four assurances noted above. 

The Department will use up to $650 million to make competitive awards under the “Invest in What Works and Innovation” fund. These awards will reward LEAs or nonprofit organizations that have made significant gains in closing achievement gaps to serve as models for best practices. 

Funds to Restore Support for Education 
· States must use 81.8 percent of SFSF funds for the support of public elementary, secondary, and higher education, and, as applicable, early childhood education programs and services. 

· States must use their allocations to help restore for FY 2009, 2010, and 2011 support for public elementary, secondary, and postsecondary education to the greater of the FY 2008 or FY 2009 level. The funds needed to restore support for elementary and secondary education must be run through the state’s primary elementary and secondary education funding formulae. The funds for higher education must go to IHEs. 

· If any SFSF funds remain after the state has restored state support for elementary and secondary education and higher education, the state must award the funds to LEAs on the basis of the relative Title I shares but not subject to Title I program requirements. 

Funds to Support Public Safety and Other Government Services 
· States must use 18.2 percent of the SFSF funds for education (school modernization, renovation, and repair), public safety, and other government services. This may include assistance for early learning, elementary and secondary education, and IHEs. In addition, states may use these funds for modernization, renovation, or repair of public school and public or private college facilities. 

LEA and IHE Uses of Funds 
· LEAs and IHEs should use funds consistent with the intent and overall goals of ARRA: to create and save jobs and to advance the education reforms set forth in the assurances section so as to produce lasting results for students from early learning to college. LEAs and IHEs are also encouraged to consider uses of funds that create lasting results without creating unsustainable recurring costs. 

· Subject to limited restrictions in ARRA as defined in further guidance LEAs may use their share of 81.8% of the SFSF education funds for any activity authorized under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) (which includes the modernization, renovation, or repair of public school facilities), the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), the Adult Education and Family Literacy Act (Adult Education Act), or the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act of 2006 (Perkins Act). 

· Any funds that an LEA receives from the 81.8 percent of the SFSF program (whether distributed through the state’s primary funding formulae or on the basis of the relative Title I, Part A) may be used for any activity listed in the above paragraph. 

· LEAs may use SFSF to pay salaries to avoid having to lay off teachers and other school employees. 

· To the extent LEAs use funds for modernization, renovation or repair, they should consider the use of facilities for early childhood education and for the community and should create “green” buildings. 

· Subject to limited restrictions in ARRA, IHEs may use program funds for: (1) education and general expenditures, and in such a way as to mitigate the need to raise tuition and fees for in-state students; or (2) the modernization, renovation, or repair of IHE facilities that are primarily used for instruction, research, or student housing. IHEs may not use funds to increase their endowments. 
Fiscal Issues 
· The Department strongly encourages governors to award or otherwise commit program funds as soon as possible after receipt of their grant awards. However, funds are available for obligation at the state and local levels until Sept. 30, 2011. 

· As part of the state’s application, each governor must include an assurance that the state will maintain the same level of support for elementary, secondary, and postsecondary education in FY 2009 through FY 2011 as it did in FY 2006. However, the statute authorizes the Department to waive this maintenance-of-effort requirement under certain conditions. 

· With prior approval from the secretary of education, a state or LEA may count program funds used for elementary or secondary education as non-federal funds to maintain fiscal effort under Department of Education programs that have maintenance-of-effort requirements. 

Accountability Principles 
· The president and secretary are committed to spending ARRA dollars with an unprecedented level of transparency and accountability. Therefore, states and LEAs that receive SFSF should expect to report on how those funds were spent and the results of those expenditures. The administration will post reports on ARRA expenditures on the www.Recovery.gov Web site. 

· The SFSF authorization also contains specific reporting requirements to help ensure transparency and accountability for program funds. For example, states must report to the Department on, among other things: (1) the use of funds provided under the SFSF program; (2) the estimated number of jobs created or saved with program funds; (3) estimated tax increases that were averted as a result of program funds; and (4) the state’s progress in the areas covered by the application assurances. 

· States must maintain records that will permit the Department to monitor, evaluate, and audit the SFSF effectively. 

Awarding Title I, Part A Recovery Funds 
The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) provides significant new funding for programs under Title I, Part A of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (Title I). Specifically, the ARRA provides $10 billion in additional fiscal year (FY) 2009 Title I, Part A funds to local education agencies (LEAs) for schools that have high concentrations of students from families that live in poverty in order to help improve teaching and learning for students most at risk of failing to meet state academic achievement standards. These funds create an unprecedented opportunity for educators to implement innovative strategies in Title I schools that improve education for at-risk students and close the achievement gaps while also stimulating the economy. The additional resources will enable LEAs to serve more students beyond the approximately 18 million currently served and boost the quality of teaching and learning. 
Preliminary estimates of Title I, Part A recovery allocations to each state and LEA are available at: http://www.ed.gov/about/overview/budget/news.html#ARRA. 

This document provides states and LEAs with basic information regarding how and when Title I, Part A recovery funds will be awarded by the U.S. Department of Education. In the coming weeks, the Department will provide more guidance regarding these funds, including how they should be used, the submission of waiver requests, and the reporting requirements. It also will provide information about Title I School Improvement grants, for which a $3 billion appropriation will be made available beginning fall 2009. Additional information and documents will be posted on www.ed.gov. 

Title I, Part A recovery funds are a key element of the ARRA principles as described below.
Awarding Title I, Part A Recovery Funds

· The Department plans to award 50 percent of each state’s Title I, Part A recovery funds by the end of March 2009. These funds will be awarded under each state’s existing approved Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) Consolidated State Application. No new or amended application will be required to receive this portion of the funds. However, in order to receive the remaining Title I, Part A recovery funds, a state must submit, for review and approval by the Department, an amendment to its Consolidated Application that addresses how it will meet the recordkeeping and reporting requirements of the ARRA. 
· The Title I, Part A ARRA awards will be in addition to the regular FY 2009 Title I, Part A grant awards that the Department plans to make on July 1 and Oct. 1, 2009. Together, these four grant awards (i.e., the two phases of the Title I, Part A recovery funds, and the two phases of the regular FY 2009 Title I, Part A funds) will constitute a state’s total FY 2009 Title I, Part A allocation. 
· The fact that Title I, Part A recovery funds are FY 2009 funds does not preclude a state from awarding some or all of these funds to an LEA on the basis of existing, approved LEA applications. 
· In accordance with the goals of the ARRA, the Department encourages states to award Title I, Part A recovery funds to their LEAs as quickly as possible, consistent with prudent management, so that LEAs can begin using the funds. Similarly, an LEA should use its Title I, Part A recovery funds expeditiously but sensibly. Note that, in the absence of a waiver, an LEA must obligate at least 85 percent of its total FY 2009 Title I, Part A funds (including ARRA funds) by Sept. 30, 2010. Any remaining FY 2009 Title I, Part A funds will be available for obligation until Sept. 30, 2011. 

LEA Eligibility for Title I, Part A Recovery Funds 
· An LEA is eligible to receive Title I, Part A recovery funds if it is eligible under the statutory eligibility criteria established in sections 1125(a)(1) and 1125A(c) of the ESEA for the Targeted and Education Finance Incentive Grant formulas of Title I, Part A. 

Reservation of Title I, Part A Recovery Funds 
· A state must reserve 4 percent of its Title I, Part A recovery funds for school improvement activities under section 1003(a) of the ESEA. Of this 4 percent of funds, at least 95 percent must be allocated directly to LEAs for school improvement activities. 

· Except as noted above concerning the 4 percent reservation, a state would need a waiver to reserve any portion of its Title I, Part A recovery funds for state administration, because section 1004(b) of the ESEA limits the amount that a state may reserve for the administration of Title I. As it did last year, the Department will provide a table showing the base each state should use in determining the amount it may reserve for state administration. 

Uses of Title I, Part A Recovery Funds 
· LEAs may use their Title I, Part A recovery funds consistent with the Title I, Part A statutory and regulatory requirements, including the requirements to provide equitable services to eligible private school students. Uses should be aligned with the core goals of ARRA to save and create jobs and to advance reforms. 

· Because the recovery funds constitute a large increase in Title I, Part A funding that will likely not be available at the same level beyond Sept. 30, 2011, schools and LEAs will have a unique opportunity to improve teaching and learning and should focus these funds on short-term investments with the potential for long-term benefits, rather than make ongoing commitments that they might not be able to sustain once recovery funds are expended.  

· Congress in its ARRA conference report indicated its intent that grantees use some of their Title 1 funds for early childhood programs and activities. The Administration is committed over the long term to expanding early childhood educational opportunities and creating a more seamless web of high-quality services for parents and children. In coming weeks, the Department will provide additional guidance on opportunities to use ARRA funds to expand high-quality early childhood educational services. 

· Examples of potential uses of the Title I, Part A recovery funds that are allowable under Title I and consistent with ARRA principles: 

· Establishing a system for identifying and training highly effective teachers to serve as instructional leaders in Title I schoolwide programs and modifying the school schedule to allow for collaboration among the instructional staff; 

· Establishing intensive, year-long teacher training for all teachers and the principal in a Title I elementary school in corrective action or restructuring status in order to train teachers to use a new reading curriculum that aggressively works on improving students’ oral language skills and vocabulary or, in some other way, builds teachers’ capacity to address academic achievement problems; 

· Strengthen and expand early childhood education by providing resources to align a district-wide Title I pre-K program with state early learning standards and state content standards for grades K–3 and, if there is a plan for sustainability beyond 2010–11, expanding high-quality Title I pre-K programs to larger numbers of young children; 

· Providing new opportunities for Title I schoolwide programs for secondary school students to use high-quality, online courseware as supplemental learning materials for meeting mathematics and science requirements; 

· Using longitudinal data systems to drive continuous improvement efforts focused on improving achievement in Title I schools; 

· Providing professional development to teachers in Title I targeted assistance programs on the use of data to inform and improve instruction for Title I-eligible students; 

· Using reading or mathematics coaches to provide professional development to teachers in Title I targeted assistance programs; and 

· Establishing or expanding fiscally sustainable extended learning opportunities for Title I-eligible students in targeted assistance programs, including activities provided before school, after school, during the summer, or over an extended school year. 

Invitation for Waivers 
· The secretary of education will consider a request for a waiver with regard to the use of ARRA Title I funds: 

· of one or more of the “set-aside” requirements in Title I, Part A that apply to the use of funds by LEAs; 

· to calculate the per-pupil amount (PPA) for supplemental educational services (SES) based on an LEA’s FY 2009 Title I, Part A allocation without regard to some or all of the recovery funds; 

· to allow a state to grant its LEAs a waiver of the carryover limitation in section 1127 of Title I, Part A more than once every three years; or 

· of the Title I, Part A maintenance-of-effort requirement (see below). 

· The secretary intends to issue regulations to allow reasonable adjustments to the limitation on state administration expenditures to help states defray the costs of ARRA data collection requirements. 

Fiscal Issues 
· Maintenance of effort: With prior approval from the secretary of education, a state or LEA may count expenditures of SFSF used for elementary or secondary education as non-federal funds for purposes of determining whether the state or LEA has met the Title I, Part A maintenance of effort requirement. This may reduce the incidence of LEAs failing to maintain fiscal effort and the need to seek a waiver from the Department. 

· Supplement, not supplant: the Department may not waive the Title I, Part A “supplement, not supplant” requirement. Note, however, that in certain circumstances, including cases of severe budget shortfalls, an LEA may be able to establish compliance with the “supplement, not supplant” requirement, even if it uses Title I, Part A funds to pay for allowable costs that were previously paid for with state or local funds. (For additional information, see Title I Fiscal Issues Non-Regulatory Guidance, available at: http://www.ed.gov/programs/titleiparta/fiscalguid.pdf.) 

· Comparability: the Department may not waive the Title I, Part A comparability requirement. 

Accountability Principles 
· Each state and LEA is responsible for ensuring that Title I recovery funds are used prudently and in accordance with the law. 

· Each LEA receiving Title 1 Part A recovery funds shall shall report a school-by-school listing of per-pupil educational expenditures from state and local sources. Further information will be provided in forthcoming department guidance. 

· The President and the Secretary are committed to ensuring that ARRA dollars are spent with an unprecedented level of transparency and accountability. Therefore, each state and LEA that receives Title I, Part A recovery funds must report on how those funds were spent at www.recovery.gov. 

IDEA Recovery Funds for Services to Children and Youths with Disabilities

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) appropriates significant new funding for programs under Parts B and C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). Part B of the IDEA provides funds to state educational agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to help them ensure that children with disabilities, including children aged three through five, have access to a free appropriate public education to meet each child’s unique needs and prepare him or her for further education, employment, and independent living. 

The IDEA recovery funds under ARRA will provide an unprecedented opportunity for states, LEAs, and early intervention service providers to implement innovative strategies to improve outcomes for infants, toddlers, children, and youths with disabilities while stimulating the economy. Under the ARRA, the IDEA recovery funds are provided under three authorities: $11.3 billion is available under Part B Grants to States; $400 million is available under Part B Preschool Grants; and $500 million is available under Part C Grants for Infants and Families. Preliminary information about each state’s allocation is available at: http://www.ed.gov/about/overview/budget/Statetables/recovery.html. This Web site alsprovides information about the State Fiscal Stabilization Fund (SFSF) under the ARRA, which is separate from the IDEA recovery funds described in this fact sheet. This document focuses on Part B; additional information on Part C will be available shortly. 

IDEA, Part B recovery funds are a key element of the ARRA principles as described below:

Awarding IDEA Part B Grants to States and Preschool Grants Recovery Funds 
· The Department of Education plans to award 50 percent of the IDEA, Part B Grants to States and Preschool Grants recovery funds to SEAs by the end of March 2009. The other 50 percent will be awarded by Oct. 1, 2009. These awards will be in addition to the regular Fiscal Year (FY) 2009 Part B Grants to States and Preschool Grants awards that will be made on July 1 (Grants to States and Preschool Grants) and Oct. 1, 2009 (Grants to States only). Together, these grant awards will constitute a state’s total FY 2009 Part B Grants to States and Preschool Grants allocations. 

· A state does not need to submit a new application to receive the first 50 percent of the Part B Grants to States and Preschool Grants recovery funds because these funds will be made available to each state based on the state’s eligibility established for FY 2008 Part B funds. The assurances in the state’s FY 2008 application will apply to these recovery funds. In order to receive the remaining 50 percent of IDEA, Part B recovery funds, a state must 

· The additional IDEA funds provided under the ARRA do not increase the amount a state would otherwise be able to reserve for state administration or other state-level activities under its regular grants to states FY 2009 award. 

· LEA eligibility for the first 50 percent of the IDEA recovery funds is based on eligibility established by the LEA for FY 2008 funds. 

· In accordance with the goals of the ARRA, a state should obligate IDEA recovery funds to LEAs expeditiously. A state should make the Part B Grants to States and Preschool Grants recovery funds that it receives in March available to LEAs by the end of April 2009. 

· Similarly, an LEA should use the IDEA recovery funds expeditiously. An LEA should obligate the majority of these funds during school years 2008–09 and 2009–10 and the remainder during school year 2010–11. States may begin obligating IDEA, Part B recovery funds immediately upon the effective date of the grant. All IDEA recovery funds must be obligated by Sept. 30, 2011. 

Uses of IDEA, Part B Recovery Funds 
All IDEA recovery funds must be used consistently with the current IDEA, Part B statutory and regulatory requirements and applicable requirements in the General Education Provisions Act (GEPA) and the Education Department General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR). An LEA must use IDEA recovery funds only for the excess costs of providing special education and related services to children with disabilities, except where IDEA specifically provides otherwise. 

· The IDEA recovery funds constitute a large one-time increment in IDEA, Part B funding that offers states and LEAs a unique opportunity to improve teaching and learning and results for children with disabilities. Generally, funds should be used for short-term investments that have the potential for long-term benefits, rather than for expenditures the LEAs may not be able to sustain once the recovery funds are expended. Some possible uses of these limited-term IDEA recovery funds that are allowable under IDEA and aligned with the core reform goals for which states must provide assurances under SFSF include: 

· Obtain state-of-the art assistive technology devices and provide training in their use to enhance access to the general curriculum for students with disabilities. 

· Provide intensive district-wide professional development for special education and regular education teachers that focuses on scaling-up, through replication, proven and innovative evidence-based school-wide strategies in reading, math, writing and science, and positive behavioral supports to improve outcomes for students with disabilities. 

· Develop or expand the capacity to collect and use data to improve teaching and learning. 

· Expand the availability and range of inclusive placement options for preschoolers with disabilities by developing the capacity of public and private preschool programs to serve these children. 

· Hire transition coordinators to work with employers in the community to develop job placements for youths with disabilities. 

Invitation for Waivers 
· The Secretary intends to issue regulations to allow reasonable adjustments to the limitation on state administration expenditures to help states defray the costs of ARRA data collection requirements. 

IDEA, Part B Fiscal Issues 
· An LEA may be able to reduce the level of state and local expenditures otherwise required by the IDEA LEA maintenance of effort (MOE) requirements. Generally, under section 613(a)(2)(C), in any fiscal year that an LEA’s IDEA allocation exceeds the amount the LEA received in the previous year, under certain circumstances, the LEA may reduce the level of state and local expenditures by up to 50 percent of the amount of the increase, as long as the LEA uses those freed-up local funds for activities that could be supported under the ESEA. If an LEA takes advantage of this provision, the required MOE for future years is reduced consistent with the reduction it took, unless the LEA increases the amount of its state and local expenditures on its own. SEAs should encourage LEAs that can and do take advantage of this flexibility to focus the freed-up local funds on one-time expenditures that will help the state make progress on the goals in the SFSF program, such as improving the equitable distribution of effective teachers and the quality of assessments. SEAs will be expected to collect and report information on the use of the freed-up funds. 

· Alternatively, an LEA may (or in some cases must) use up to 15 percent of its total IDEA, Part B Grants to States and Preschool Grants for early intervention services for children in grades K through 12 who are not currently identified as children with disabilities, but who need additional academic and behavioral support to succeed in a general education environment. However, an LEA may use only up to 15 percent of its allocation minus any amount (on a dollar-for-dollar basis) by which the LEA reduced its required state and local expenditures under section 613(a)(2)(C). 

· State-level MOE may be waived under Part B of the IDEA by the Secretary of Education on a state-by-state basis, for a single year at a time, for exceptional or uncontrollable circumstances, such as a natural disaster or a precipitous and unforeseen decline in the financial resources of a state. LEA-level MOE may not be waived. 

· With prior approval from the Secretary of Education, a state or LEA may count SFSF (but not IDEA recovery funds) under the ARRA that are used for special education and related services as non-federal funds for purposes of determining whether the state or LEA has met the IDEA, Part B MOE requirements. (See separate fact sheet on SFSF for more information.) 

Accountability Principles 
As with all federal funds, states and LEAs are responsible for ensuring that the IDEA, Part B recovery funds are used prudently and in accordance with the law. 

· ARRA requires that recipients of funds made available under that act separately account for, and report on, how those funds are spent and the results of those expenditures 

· The President and the Secretary are committed to ensuring that ARRA dollars are spent with an unprecedented level of transparency and accountability. The administration will post reports on ARRA expenditures on the Recovery.gov Web site. 
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Active Solicitations

RENEWABLE ENERGY
	Funding Opportunity
	Total $ Amount
	Deadline
	FOA #
	Contact

	Biomass: Demonstration of Integrated Biorefinery Operations
	$480 M
	6/30/09
	DE-FOA-0000096
	email

	Biomass: Development of Algal Biofuels and Advanced Fungible Biofuels through Consortiums
	$85 M
	TBA
	N/A
	email

	Biomass: Expansion of Infrastructure for Ethanol Blends
	$8 M
	TBA
	N/A
	email

	Geothermal: Geothermal Technologies Program: Ground Source Heat Pumps
	$50 M
	7/16/09*,
8/6/09
	DE-FOA-0000116 
	email

	Geothermal: Enhanced Geothermal Systems Component Research and Development/Analysis
	$56 M
	7/17/09
	DE-FOA-0000075
	email

	Geothermal: Geothermal Technologies Program: Validation of Innovative Exploration Technologies; Geothermal Energy Production; Geothermal Data Development, Collection, and Maintenance
	$170 M
	7/22/09
	DE-FOA-0000109
	email

	Geothermal: Enhanced Geothermal Systems Demonstrations 
	$90 M
	7/30/09 
	DE-FOA-0000092
	email

	Solar: High Penetration Solar Deployment
	$37.5 M
	7/30/09
	DE-FOA-0000085
	email

	Solar: Solar Market Transformation 
	$37 M
	7/30/09
	DE-FOA-0000078
	email

	Wind: Wind Energy Consortia between Institutions of Higher Learning and Industry
	$24 M
	6/29/09*,
7/29/09
	DE-FOA-0000090
	email

	Wind: Large Wind Turbine Drivetrain Testing Facility
	$45 M
	8/6/09
	DE-FOA-0000112
	email


ENERGY EFFICIENCY
	Funding Opportunity
	Total $ Amount
	Deadline
	FOA #
	Contact

	State/Local: Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grants (Non-Competitive Formula Grants)
	$2744 M(formula grant)
	6/25/09
	DE-FOA-0000013 
	email

	State/Local: Weatherization Assistance Program (Non-Competitive Formula Grants)
	$5 M (formula grant)
	5/12/09 (closed)
	DE-FOA-0000051
	email

	State/Local: State Energy Program Formula Grants (Non-Competitive Formula Grants)
	$3100 M(formula grant)
	5/12/09 (closed)
	DE-FOA-0000052
	email

	Industrial: Industrial Energy Efficiency: Deployment of Combined Heat and Power (CHP) Systems, District Energy Systems, Waste Energy Recovery Systems, and Efficient Industrial Equipment
	$156 M
	7/14/09
	DE-FOA-0000044
	email

	Industrial: Energy Efficient Information and Communication Technology
	$63 M
	7/21/09
	DE-FOA-0000107
	email


FOSSIL ENERGY
	Funding Opportunity
	Total $ Amount
	Deadline
	FOA #
	Contact

	CCS: Regional Sequestration Technology Training
	$6.97 M
	7/22/09
	DE-FOA-0000080
	email

	CCS: Site Characterization of Promising Geologic Formations for CO2 Storage
	$49.75 M
	8/3/09
	DE-FOA-0000033
	email

	CCS: Carbon Capture and Sequestration from Industrial Sources and Innovative Concepts for Beneficial CO2 Use
	$1420.3 M
	8/7/09
	DE-FOA-0000015
	email

	CCS: Geologic Sequestration Training and Research
	$80 M
	TBA
	DE-FOA-0000032
	email

	Coal: Clean Coal Power Initiative - Round 3
	$800 M
	7/24/09*,
8/24/09
	DE-FOA-0000042
	email


GRID
	Funding Opportunity
	Total $ Amount
	Deadline
	FOA #
	Contact

	Smart Grid: Smart Grid Investment Grant Program
	$3375 M
	TBA
	DE-FOA-0000058A
	email

	Smart Grid: Smart Grid Demonstrations
	$615 M
	TBA
	DE-FOA-0000036
	email

	Transmission: Resource Assessment and Interconnection-Level Transmission Analysis and Planning*NEW*
	$60 M
	8/14/09
	DE-FOA-0000068
	email

	State: State Electricity Regulators Assistance (Non-Competitive Formula Grants) *NEW*
	$46 M (formula grant)
	8/31/09 
	DE-FOA-0000100 
	email 

	State: Enhancing State Government Energy Assurance Capabilities and Planning for Smart Grid Resiliency (Non-Competitive Formula Grants) *NEW*
	$40 M (formula grant)
	7/30/09
	DE-FOA-0000091
	email


TRANSPORTATION
	Funding Opportunity
	Total $ Amount
	Deadline
	FOA #
	Contact

	Electric Vehicles: Electric Drive Vehicle Battery and Component Manufacturing Initiative
	$2000 M
	5/19/09 (closed)
	DE-FOA-0000026
	email

	Electric Vehicles: Transportation Electrification
	$378 M
	5/13/09 (closed)
	DE-FOA-0000028
	email

	Trucks: Systems Level Technology Development, Integration, and Demonstration for Efficient Class 8 Trucks (SuperTruck) and Advanced Technology Powertrains For Light-Duty Vehicles (ATP-LD)
	$115-240 M
	9/9/09
	DE-FOA-0000079
	email

	Alternative Fuel Vehicles: Clean Cities FY09 Petroleum Reduction Technologies Projects for the Transportation Sector
	$300 M
	9/30/09
	DE-PS26-09NT01236-04
	email


SCIENCE AND INNOVATION
	Funding Opportunity
	Total $ Amount
	Deadline
	FOA #
	Contact

	ARPA-E: Advanced Research Projects Agency - Energy
	$400 M
	5/26/09 (closed)
	DE-FOA-0000065
	email


* Deadline for Letter of Intent only, not actual application deadline.  

Funding Overview

Energy efficient homes and businesses: Funding provided through the states for homeowners and businesses to take immediate steps toward energy efficiency – reducing heating and air conditioning bills and creating jobs. $5 billion in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act

Greening federal buildings: Provide funding to improve the efficiency of federal government offices and buildings, reducing energy bills and creating jobs. $4.5 billion in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act

Renewable energy projects: Accelerate the construction of solar, wind, geothermal and other renewable energy generation facilities through a combination of loans and grants, creating jobs immediately and providing the United States with a clean energy supply for the future. $2.5 billion in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act

Smart Grid technology and transmission infrastructure: Build the transmission lines and grid technology infrastructure needed for a better, smarter grid to transport electricity – from the places renewable energy can be produced to the places it will be used. $4.5 billion in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act

Clean fossil energy technology: Develop innovative technologies for clean coal, petroleum coke and other plants of the future, allowing our nation to safely use our abundant coal and fossil energy resources. $3.4 billion in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act

Next generation biofuels: Provide grants to accelerate the research and deployment of cellulosic biofuels technologies to provide a clean alternative to imported oil. $800 million in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act

Science and basic research in the energy technologies of the future: Investments in building and renovating laboratories and research facilities to create jobs immediately and enable the research that will sustain American industry and provide new energy and climate solutions. $1.6 billion in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act

Battery research and advanced vehicle technologies: Loans and grants to support the development of advanced vehicle batteries and battery systems to reinvigorate the U.S. auto industry, reduce the U.S. dependence on foreign oil, and transform the way automobiles are powered. $2 billion in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act

Advanced Research Project Agency-Energy (ARPA-E):  Jump start advanced energy technologies by funding high-risk, high-payoff research in collaboration with industry. $400 million in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act

Cleanup of nuclear legacy: Redouble the ongoing efforts to clean up radioactive waste from Cold War nuclear project sites, creating jobs and reclaiming lands for communities across the country. $6 billion in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
Secretary Chu Announces $256 Million Investment to Improve the Energy Efficiency of the American Economy

U.S. Department of Energy Secretary Steven Chu today announced plans to provide $256 million from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act to support energy efficiency improvements in major industrial sectors across the American economy. The funding is targeted at reducing the energy consumption of America's manufacturing and information technology (IT) industries, while creating jobs and stimulating economic growth. These programs will help create manufacturing jobs quickly, along with jobs for technicians and experts who will be needed in the long-term to maintain and operate the new equipment. 

"Supporting the development of the latest industrial technologies plays an important role in helping U.S. industry to lead the world in energy efficiency and productivity," said Secretary Chu. "Working together with American manufacturing and IT industries, we will be able to create new jobs, reduce industrial energy use and limit damaging greenhouse gas emissions." 

Projects being funded under the Recovery Act will focus on three main areas.

Combined Heat and Power, District Energy Systems, Waste Energy Recovery Systems, and Efficient Industrial Equipment ($156 Million)

Combined Heat and Power, District Energy, and Waste Energy Recovery deployment and demonstration projects under the Recovery Act represent proven and effective near-term energy options to help the United States enhance energy efficiency, ensure environmental quality, promote economic growth, and foster a robust energy infrastructure. These technologies can be deployed in industrial and residential settings to improve efficiency, control costs, and limit greenhouse gas emissions—making U.S. industry more productive and more competitive. Combined Heat and Power and District Energy Systems can achieve efficiencies of 80% or better compared to roughly 45% for conventional heat and power production; waste recovery systems have the potential to save 17 gigawatts of energy nationwide annually. 

Improved Energy Efficiency for Information and Communication Technology ($50 Million)

As information and communication technology (ICT) services continue to converge, these industries face increasingly similar challenges to control the power usage of their microprocessors or servers and supporting power and cooling systems. This project will select and fund applicants to conduct research, development, and demonstration projects to promote new technologies that improve energy efficiency in the ICT sector. 

Advanced Materials in Support of Advanced Clean Energy Technologies and Energy-Intensive Processes ($50 Million)

DOE will support research, development, and demonstration projects for advanced industrial materials that can be used in fuel flexibility programs, combined heat and power technologies, energy intensive processes, and nanomaterials and nanomanufacturing. These projects will help the American industrial sector increase competitiveness, while rapidly introducing advanced technologies. 

For more information on these opportunities and to view the Funding Opportunity Announcements visit the U.S. Department of Energy's Recovery and Reinvestment Web site.

Secretary Chu Announces Nearly $50 Million of Recovery Act Funding to Accelerate Deployment of Geothermal Heat Pumps

During a visit to Fort Wayne, Indiana, where he toured a manufacturer of geothermal heating pumps (GHPs), U.S. Energy Secretary Steven Chu today announced nearly $50 million from the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act to advance commercial deployment of the renewable heating and cooling systems, which use energy from below the Earth's surface to move heat either into or away from the home or building. The expanded manufacturing and installation of GHPs could aid in the creation of new jobs while reducing the use of fossil fuels. 

"The heat from the Earth represents a significant energy resource that can be tapped to reduce emissions contributing to climate change." said Secretary Chu. "Expanded use of GHPs in the United States will create new jobs for engineers, manufacturers and technicians while at the same broadening our nation's clean and renewable energy portfolio." 

Geothermal heat pumps, also called ground-source heat pumps, can be more efficient than the air-source heat pumps more commonly found in commercial and residential applications today. GHPs can substantially reduce building-related electricity demand while providing lower utility bills and lower maintenance costs to users. 

DOE today is announcing opportunities for geothermal heat pump projects in three areas.

1. Innovative Technology Demonstrations: Cost-shared technology demonstration projects that retrofit/incorporate a minimum of 50 tons of heating and cooling capacity and can be deployed in various geological conditions and climate zones in either residential communities or commercial buildings. Selected projects will incorporate innovative business and financing strategies, and focus on technological improves to speed marketplace deployment. 

2. Life Cycle Cost Tools: Projects that will assist in determining project feasibility by gathering and analyzing data related to system costs, performance, and installation techniques which will help decrease life-cycle cost applications for GHPs. 

3. National Certification and Accreditation: A national certification and accreditation program for the GHP industry designed to increase consumer confidence in the technology, reduce the potential for improperly installed systems, and assure product quality and performance. 

For information on this and other Funding Opportunities under the Recovery Act, visit the U.S. Department of Energy's Recovery and Reinvestment Web site's Funding Opportunities page.

President Obama Announces Over $467 Million in Recovery Act Funding for Geothermal and Solar Energy Projects

President Obama today announced over $467 million from the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act to expand and accelerate the development, deployment, and use of geothermal and solar energy throughout the United States. The funding announced today represents a substantial down payment that will help the solar and geothermal industries overcome technical barriers, demonstrate new technologies, and provide support for clean energy jobs for years to come. Today's announcement supports the Obama Administration's strategy to increase American economic competiveness, while supporting jobs and moving toward a clean energy economy. 

"We have a choice. We can remain the world's leading importer of oil, or we can become the world's leading exporter of clean energy," said President Obama. "We can hand over the jobs of the future to our competitors, or we can confront what they have already recognized as the great opportunity of our time: the nation that leads the world in creating new sources of clean energy will be the nation that leads the 21st century global economy. That's the nation I want America to be." 

"We have an ambitious agenda to put millions of people to work by investing in clean energy technology like solar and geothermal energy," Energy Secretary Steven Chu said. "These technologies represent two pieces of a broad energy portfolio that will help us aggressively fight climate change and renew our position as a global leader in clean energy jobs." 

Geothermal Energy

Geothermal energy is a clean source of renewable energy that harnesses heat from the Earth for heating applications and electricity generation; geothermal plants can operate around the clock to provide significant uninterrupted "base load" electricity, or the minimum amount a power utility must provide to its customers. 

The Recovery Act makes a $350 million new investment in this technology, dwarfing previous government commitments. Recovery Act funding will support projects in four crucial areas: geothermal demonstration projects; Enhanced Geothermal Systems (EGS) research and development; innovative exploration techniques; and a National Geothermal Data System, Resource Assessment and Classification System. 

Geothermal Demonstration Projects ($140 Million)

Funding will support demonstrations of cutting-edge technologies to advance geothermal energy in new geographic areas, as well as geothermal energy production from oil and natural gas fields, geopressured fields, and low to moderate temperature geothermal resources. 

Enhanced Geothermal Systems Technology Research and Development ($80 Million)

Funding will support research of EGS technology to allow geothermal power generation across the country. Conventional geothermal energy systems must be located near easily-accessible geothermal water resources, limiting its nationwide use. EGS makes use of available heat resources through engineered reservoirs, which can then be tapped to produce electricity. While the long-term goal of EGS is to generate cost competitive clean electricity, enabling research and development is needed to demonstrate the technology's readiness in the near-term. 

Innovative Exploration Techniques ($100 Million)

Funding will support projects that include exploration, siting, drilling, and characterization of a series of exploration wells utilizing innovative exploration techniques. Exploration of geothermal energy resources can carry a high upfront risk. By investing in and validating innovative exploration technologies and methods, DOE can help reduce the level of upfront risk for the private sector, allowing for increased investment and discovery of new geothermal resources. 

National Geothermal Data System, Resource Assessment, and Classification System ($30 Million)

The long-term success of geothermal energy technologies depends upon a detailed characterization of geothermal energy resources nationwide. In 2008, the United States Geological Survey (USGS) conducted an assessment of high temperature resource potential in the Western United States. To fully leverage new low-temperature, geopressured, co-production, and EGS technologies, DOE will support a nationwide assessment of geothermal resources, working through the USGS and other partners. Second, DOE will support the development of a nationwide data system to make resource data available to academia, researchers, and the private sector. Finally, DOE will support the development of a geothermal resource classification system for use in determining site potential. 

Solar Energy

Solar energy is a rapidly expanding industry with a double-digit annual growth rate in the United States. DOE is focused on supporting the U.S. industry's scaling up of manufacturing, production, and distribution so the technology can become cost competitive with conventional sources of energy. DOE will provide $117.6 million in Recovery Act funding to accelerate widespread commercialization of clean solar energy technologies across America. These activities will leverage partnerships that include DOE's national laboratories, universities, local government, and the private sector, to strengthen the U.S. solar industry and make it a leader in international markets. 

Photovoltaic Technology Development ($51.5 Million)

DOE will expand investment in advanced photovoltaic concepts and high impact technologies, with the aim of making solar energy cost-competitive with conventional sources of electricity and to strengthen the competitiveness and capabilities of domestic manufacturers. 

Solar Energy Deployment ($40.5 Million)

Projects in this area will focus on non-technical barriers to solar energy deployment, including grid connection, market barriers to solar energy adoption in cities, and the shortage of trained solar energy installers. Combined with new technology development, these deployment activities will help clear the path for wider adoption of solar energy in residential, commercial, and municipal environments. 

Concentrating Solar Power Research and Development ($25.6 Million)

This work will focus on improving the reliability of concentrating solar power technologies and enhancing the capabilities of DOE National Laboratories to provide test and evaluation support to the solar industry. 

For information on these and other Funding Opportunities under the Recovery Act, visit the U.S. Department of Energy's Recovery And Reinvestment Act page on Funding Opportunities.

Notice of Intent to Issue Funding Opportunity Announcement No. DE-FOA-0000036 entitled "Smart Grid Demonstrations"

On March 2, 2009 the Department of Energy released a Notice of Intent to issue a Funding Opportunities Announcement for Regional Smart Grid Demonstrations.

In support of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, the Department of Energy’s (DOE) National Energy Technology Laboratory (NETL) intends to issue, on behalf of the DOE Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability, a Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) entitled “Smart Grid Demonstrations.” The subject FOA will include three topical areas of interest: Regional Smart Grid Demonstrations, Utility-Scale Energy Storage Demonstrations, and Regional Synchrophasor Demonstrations.
DOE to Invest $8 Billion in Weatherization and State Energy Grants

	
	


DOE announced on March 12 that it will invest nearly $8 billion in state and local weatherization and energy efficiency efforts as part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. The funds will be divided between the Weatherization Assistance Program, which will receive nearly $5 billion, and the State Energy Program, which will receive nearly $3 billion. This will help families save hundreds of dollars every year on their energy bills, while creating approximately 87,000 jobs. To jump-start the job creation and weatherization work, DOE is initially releasing $780 million and will release more as the states demonstrate that they are using the funding effectively.

The State Energy Program funding will be used to provide rebates to consumers for home energy audits or other energy-saving improvements; to develop renewable energy and alternative fuel projects; to promote Energy Star products; to upgrade the energy efficiency of state and local government buildings; and other innovative state efforts to help families save money on their energy bills. The weatherization funding will improve the energy efficiency of the homes of low-income families by adding more insulation, sealing leaks, or modernizing heating and air conditioning equipment, at a cost of up to $6,500 per home. The energy efficiency upgrades will be available for families making up to 200% of the federal poverty level. For a family of four, this translates to about $44,000 per year in the lower 48 states, $55,140 per year in Alaska, and $50,720 per year in Hawaii. See the DOE press release, the Weatherization Assistance Program Web site, and the State Energy Program Web site.

DOE also announced specific funding levels for each of the states. DOE will award a total of roughly $127.3 million to Alabama, $46.3 million to Alaska, $112.4 million to Arizona, $87.5 million to Arkansas, $412 million to California, $128.7 million to Colorado, $102.8 million to Connecticut, $38 million to Delaware, $302 million to Florida, $207.2 million to Georgia, $30 million to Hawaii, $59 million to Idaho, $344 million to Illinois, $200.4 million to Indiana, $121.3 million to Iowa, $94.7 million to Kansas, $123.4 million to Kentucky, $122.3 million to Louisiana, $69.2 million to Maine, $113.2 million to Maryland, $177 million to Massachusetts, $325.4 million to Michigan, $186.1 million to Minnesota, $89.8 million to Mississippi, $185.5 million to Missouri, $52.3 million to Montana, $72.5 million to Nebraska, $72 million to Nevada, $49 million to New Hampshire, $192.4 million to New Jersey, $58.6 million to New Mexico, $517.8 million to New York, $208 million to North Carolina, $49.8 million to North Dakota, $362.8 million to Ohio, $107.6 million to Oklahoma, $80.7 million to Oregon, $352.4 million to Pennsylvania, $44 million to Rhode Island, $109.4 million to South Carolina, $48.2 million to South Dakota, $161.6 million to Tennessee, $545.7 million to Texas, $73.2 million to Utah, $38.8 million to Vermont, $164.1 million to Virginia, $120.5 million to Washington, $70.3 million to West Virginia, $197 million to Wisconsin, $35.1 million to Wyoming, and $86 million to Puerto Rico.

Environmental Protection Agency
Active Solicitations

· American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Funding for SmartWay Clean Diesel Finance Program
· American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Funding for National Clean Diesel Funding Assistance Program 

· American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Brownfields Job Training Grants
· American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Funding for Clean Diesel Emerging Technologies Program 

On March 3, 2009, EPA reported that it has:

· begun to administer the $7.22 billion in AARA funding allocated to support projects and programs administered by the Agency. To date, OMB has authorized $6.24 billion of this amount.

· established a senior-level management and oversight structure to assure that all issues related to the stimulus are addressed, deadlines are met and systems are in place to award, monitor and track ARRA money entrusted to the Agency. 

· begun preparation of an Agency emergency Information Collection Request (ICR) – a necessary paperwork reduction requirement which must be met before we can award grants.

· under the Clean Water and Drinking Water State Revolving Fund programs,

· posted the Clean Water and Drinking Water State Revolving Fund allotments (PDF) (2 pp, 109K, About PDF) by state based on the final economic recovery appropriations. 

· issued guidance on the award of capitalization grants for the use of ARRA funding for the Drinking Water and Clean Water State Revolving Loan Funds (PDF) (49 pp, 661K, About PDF) . [link to ]

· sent 604(b) guidance to states and EPA Regional offices for comment. 

· under the Diesel Emissions Reduction Act (DERA) program,

· notified 50 states and the District of Columbia of the availability of DERA funds through a Notice of Intent to Apply. (States must reply by March 6th their acceptance of ARRA DERA State Program Funds - a step required by Energy Policy Act [EPAct] of 2005). If all states apply, each state and the District of Columbia will receive a minimum of $1.7M through the state program. 

· presented ARRA DERA program information to a number of stakeholder groups, including the Mobile Source Technical Review subcommittee of Clean Air Act Advisory Committee, National Association of Clean Air Agencies 
membership, SmartWay Transport partners, tribes and others. 

· under the Brownfields program, developed a draft plan for implementation as well as draft grant recipient terms and conditions which ensure accountability. 

· under the leaking underground storage tank program, developed a draft allocation plan for stimulus funds as well as draft implementation guidance and measures to ensure accountability. 

· under the Superfund program, developed a draft implementation plan. 
Health and Human Services
HHS is structuring its grants to result in meaningful and measurable outcomes and promote the goals of the Recovery Act. The evaluation criteria for awards will include those that will have an impact on the measurement and likelihood of achieving these outcomes, including, jobs creation and preservation.

HHS may consider obligating funds provided under the Recovery Act on an existing grant, including, but not limited to, a continuation or renewal of that grant. Grants and Cooperative Agreements will spell out the assignment of agency roles and responsibilities to fulfill the unique requirements of the Recovery Act. These include, but are not limited to, report development and submission, accurate and timely data reporting, and special posting requirements to www.hhs.gov/recovery and Recovery.gov.

NIH has received Recovery funds for research grant opportunities. You may see a complete list of NIH grant opportunities at: http://grants.nih.gov/recovery.

Contacts

HHS has established an Office of Recovery Act Coordination to ensure that the Act’s requirements and OMB’s guidance are followed. This Office coordinates and oversees all Recovery Act (ARRA) activities for the Department, and convenes those involved in ARRA implementation to accomplish tasks in a timely manner. 

The Office reports to the Assistant Secretary for Resources and Technology (ASRT), since many of the Offices with which it needs to coordinate are within ASRT. Dennis Williams has been selected to be Deputy Assistant Secretary for Recovery Act Coordination. 

Most Recovery Act work will be completed by HHS Operating Divisions and the Office of the Secretary Staff Divisions, but the Recovery Act Office will have a dedicated staff to coordinate among the various organizations and prepare reports, updates, and compile official HHS Recovery Act material. 

Total Obligated HHS Funds: $15.76 Billion (as of 3/20/09)

Total Disbursements: $6.5 Billion (as of 3/20/09)

Recovery Programs

Recovery Act funds are being invested in improving health and human services.  These investments include:

· Improving & Preserving Health Care: A major portion of Recovery Funding will support the improvement and preservation of quality health care programs. These programs include temporary increase in Medicaid, assistance to hospitals, and Tribal protections.

· Medicaid and Prescription Drug Funding 

· $15 Billion in Medicaid Relief from ARRA Headed to States (White House)
· State/Territories Medicaid and Territories Prescription Drug Program Funding
· Community Health Care Services: Support for the renovation and improvement of community health centers and other programs that serve patients in communities across the country; as well as, Medicaid relief for the nation’s most vulnerable families.

· Community Health Centers providing affordable health care, even if you have no health insurance. 

· Increased Demand for Community Health Care Services (IDS) Grants by State
· State/Territory list of Increased Demand grantees
· New Access Points Grants by States
· Prevention and Wellness: Recovery Act funding will be used to carry out evidence-based clinical and community-based prevention and wellness strategies that deliver specific, measurable health outcomes that address chronic disease rates.
· Immunization Grant Program 

· See list of Immunization Grants by State.

· View a map of funding for your state.

· Comparative Effectiveness Research: Funding for comparative effectiveness research. Comparative effectiveness research (CER) compares treatments and strategies to improve health. This information is essential for clinicians and patients to decide on the best treatment. 

· Draft Definition, Prioritization Criteria, and Strategic Framework for Public Comment *New 6.4.09*
· Comparative Effectiveness Funding
· Federal Coordinating Council for Comparative Effectiveness Research Membership
· Summary of April 14 Listening Session
Sign up for these listening sessions:

· May 13, 2:30 pm – 5:30 pm (CDT) [image: image3.png]



University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC) Forum
725 W Roosevelt Rd
(MC 126)
Chicago, IL 60608

· June 10, Washington, DC
· Scientific Research & Facilities: Support for the construction of new research and educational facilities as well as groundbreaking scientific research that will improve the health of the nation. 

· Summary of NIH Funding 

· Recovery Act Limited Competition: Core Facility Renovation, Repair, and Improvement
· Recovery Act Limited Competition: Extramural Research Facilities Improvement Program
· Applicant Help: ARRA/Recovery Act Construction Programs
· Funds to Support Research Experiences for Students and Science Educators
· Community and Family Support Services: Critical funding for programs such as community services infrastructure, adoption and foster care assistance, meals for the elderly and persons with disabilities, Head Start, and subsidized child care to support children and families through the lifecycle. 

· Strengthening Communities Fund 

· Find information for prospective grantees
· Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) 

· CCDF Recovery Funds by State
· Tribal Child Care Program Funding
· Recovery Funds Impact on Child Support Incentives 

· First Quarter Incentive Awards
· Senior Nutrition Programs 

· State Nutrition Funding Table
· Tribal Nutrition Funding Table
· Adoption Assistance and Foster Care Programs 

· State Adoption Assistance and Foster Care Funding Table
· Emergency Contingency Fund for State Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Programs
· Community Services Block Grant Program (CSBG) 

· See the Map of State CSBG Funding.

· View the list of State and Territorial CSBG Funding.

· View the list of Tribal CSBG Funding.

· Early Head Start and Head Start Expansion 

· Early Head Start Expansion Program Announcement
· Head Start Expansion Program Announcement
· Community Health and Health Care Assistance: Support for the renovation and improvement of community health centers and other programs that serve patients in communities across the country; as well as, Medicaid relief for the nation’s most vulnerable families. 

· Immunization Grants Program 

· Immunization Grants Recovery Funding by State
· Disproportionate Share Hospital Program 

· Disproportionate Share Hospital Programs Funding by State
· Community Health Center Program 

· State list of grantees
· $15 Billion in Medicaid Relief Headed To States 

· Medicaid and Prescription Drug Program Recovery Act Funding Table
· Health IT: Funding to modernize the health care system by catalyzing the adoption of health information technology by 2014. Achieving this goal will reduce health costs for the federal government by over $12 billion over the next 10 years.
· Announcements

· HHS Releases Guidance for Securing Health Information and Preventing Harm from Breaches
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) published guidance today regarding technologies and methodologies to secure health information and prevent harm by rendering health information unusable, unreadable, or indecipherable to unauthorized individuals.

· Planned Health IT Activities

· Health Information Technology Implementation Assistance: 

· Health Information Technology Research Center

· Health Information Technology Regional Extension Centers

· State Health Information Technology Grants
A grant program for States will facilitate and expand the use of electronic health information using nationally recognized standards.

· Information Professionals in Health Care

As HHS Recovery funding becomes available over the upcoming months, we will provide additional links to detailed information about specific programs.

News Releases

June 19, 2009
· Process Begins to Define “Meaningful Use” of Electronic Health Records
 Important First Step to Expand the Use of Information Technology to Improve the Health and Care of Every American
Building on the historic $19 billion investment provided through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Recovery Act), efforts continued today to further the national adoption and implementation of health information technology (HIT) -- an essential tool to modernize the health care system and bring about improved health for all Americans. The Health Information Technology (HIT) Policy Committee, a Federal Advisory Committee (FACA) to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), met today to begin the process of defining “meaningful use” of electronic health records (EHRs). This meeting is a first step for the department, as it investigates possible definitions for meaningful use.

Friday, June 5, 2009 

· Secretary Sebelius Makes Recovery Act Funding Available to Bolster Health Care in Needy Communities, Relieve Providers' Student Debt
HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius today announced the availability of nearly $200 million from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act to support student loan repayments for primary care medical, dental and mental health clinicians who want to work at National Health Service Corps (NHSC) sites. In exchange for the loan repayments, clinicians serve for two years with the Corps. The new funds are expected to double the number of Corps clinicians and make 3,300 awards to clinicians that serve in health centers, rural health clinics and other health care facilities that care for uninsured and underserved people. Secretary Sebelius made the announcement prior to touring the Tufts Floating Children's Hospital in Boston, Mass., where she was joined by members of the National Health Service Corps. Following the tour, Sebelius held a discussion with health care experts and Massachusetts Governor Deval Patrick on the importance of health reform.
· NIAID Renews Funding for National Emerging Infectious Diseases Research Network
ARRA Provides Two-Year Supplementary Funding 
The National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), part of the National Institutes of Health, today announced renewed funding for 10 previously established Regional Centers of Excellence for Biodefense and Emerging Infectious Diseases Research (RCE). NIAID also awarded funds to Oregon Health & Science University to establish a new RCE to be based in the Pacific Northwest. NIAID funding for the 11 RCEs totals up to approximately $455 million over five years. 
NIAID also intends to augment research in the RCEs with funds from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. The institute expects to award up to an additional $20 million in the next two years to worthy RCE-based projects. Projects receiving Recovery Act funds must be completed within two years and must demonstrate a high likelihood of delivering significant advances in that time period. 
"The Regional Centers of Excellence are a critical component of our national research infrastructure for infectious diseases, and are designed to respond flexibly to changing scientific needs and priorities, says NIAID Director Anthony S. Fauci, M.D. "Research studies conducted by the RCEs are central to our efforts to develop countermeasures against both endemic and emergent diseases."

· NIH Receives 20,000 Applications for Challenge Grants Through the Recovery Act 
More Than 18,000 Scientists to be Involved in Peer Review Process 
Secretary of Health and Human Services Kathleen Sebelius announced today that the National Institutes of Health received approximately 20,000 applications for Challenge Grants, a new program under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). This large number of applications is approximately equal to the total number of applications NIH receives in one of the agency’s three major review rounds each year. 
"President Obama is committed to supporting science and research that has the potential to improve public health and save lives," said Secretary Sebelius. "These grants and other Recovery Act investments will strengthen our scientific community and help our economy grow as we create new jobs invest in new laboratories, buildings and equipment."
"These are exciting times for biomedical research and NIH,” added Acting NIH Director Raynard S. Kington, M.D., Ph.D. “We issued the Challenge Grant Request for Applications and received the largest response in our history from the scientific community, both in terms of applications and assistance with the peer review process. Through the Challenge Grants, NIH will invest in targeted research of the highest quality that will impact both economic growth and human health." 

Monday, May 11, 2009

· HHS Makes Funding Available to Strengthen Non-Profits, Faith Based Groups
The Department of Health and Human Services today announced the availability of grants worth $50 million from the Strengthening Communities Fund, a new fund created by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. The fund will strengthen nonprofit and faith-based organizations that aid families and communities who are struggling in the economic downturn.

Thursday, May 7, 2009

· Federal Coordinating Council on Comparative Effectiveness Research to Hold Public Listening Session in Chicago on May 13
The Federal Coordinating Council for Comparative Effectiveness Research will hold its second public listening session on Wednesday, May 13, 2009, in Chicago. The council will hear public comment regarding comparative effectiveness research and the Coordinating Council’s activities.

Wednesday, May 6, 2009

· Secretary Sebelius Highlights Two New Reports on Health Care Quality, Says Improving Quality is Key Component of Health Reform
Secretary Sebelius Challenges Hospitals to Fight Healthcare Associated Infections, Makes Available $50 Million in Recovery Act Funding Available.

Friday, April 17, 2009

· HHS Releases Guidance for Securing Health Information and Preventing Harm from Breaches
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) published guidance today regarding technologies and methodologies to secure health information and prevent harm by rendering health information unusable, unreadable, or indecipherable to unauthorized individuals.
Monday, April 13, 2009

· New NIH Recovery Act Opportunity Seeks to Fund High Impact, Large-Scale, Accelerated Research 4. 13.09
Thursday, April 9, 2009
· Biden Announces $2.3 Billion in Recovery Act Funds to Help Care for Children; Prevent Disease
Vice President Joe Biden announced today that the Obama Administration will make $2.3 billion available for crucial health and human services programs that help provide care for children and prevent disease.
Tuesday, April 7, 2009
· Federal Coordinating Council on Comparative Effectiveness Research to Hold Public Listening Session in Washington D.C.
Council Will Hear Public Comments on Comparative Effectiveness Research Priorities in the Recovery Act.

Friday, April 3, 2009
· Recovery Act Provides $5 Billion to Assist Needy Families
HHS announced the availability of up to an additional $5 billion in emergency funding for the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program.

Thursday, April 2, 2009
· Head Start, Early Head Start Programs to Receive Over $2 Billion in Recovery Act Funding
New funds will improve centers, serve tens of thousands more children and families, create jobs

Friday, March 27, 2009
· 1,128 Health Centers Receive New Funds, 2 Million More People Will Receive Care
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services today announced the release of $337 million to expand services offered at the nation’s community health centers. The money was made available by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act and comes as more Americans join the ranks of the uninsured.

Thursday, March 26, 2009
· HHS Makes Estimated $1 Billion in Recovery Act Funds Available to Improve Child Support Enforcement
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) today announced the availability of Recovery Act funds for state programs that establish, enforce, collect and distribute child support.

Tuesday, March 24, 2009
· Students and Science Educators to Get Boost From NIH Arra Initiative
The National Institutes of Health recently announced American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funding for administrative supplements to existing NIH grants and $21 million over two years has been allocated for educational opportunities in NIH-funded laboratories for students and science educators.

· Rising to the Challenge: NIH Will Use $60 Million In Recovery Act Funds To Support Strategic Autism Research
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) is committing roughly $60 million from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) to support autism research and meet objectives set forth earlier this year by a federal advisory committee.

Friday, March 20, 2009
· HHS Makes $268 Million in Recovery Act Funding Available to Support Hospitals Serving Uninsured, Vulnerable Americans
Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) adjustment payments provide additional help to those hospitals that serve a significantly disproportionate number of low-income patients; eligible hospitals are referred to as DSH hospitals.

Thursday, March 19, 2009
· Recovery Act Includes $500 Million for Indian Health Service
Funds Will Boost Economy, Modernize Facilities, Improve Equipment and Care
· Recovery Act Allocates $1.1 Billion for Comparative Effectiveness Research
HHS Names Federal Coordinating Council for Comparative Effectiveness Research

Wednesday, March 18, 2009
· Vice President Biden Announces Release of Nearly $100 Million in Recovery Act Funding to Support Senior Nutrition Programs
Wednesday, March 11, 2009
· HHS Launches New Office of Recovery Act Coordination
· NIH Announces American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Funding Opportunities
$1 Billion Available for Extramural Core Facilities and Other Construction, Renovation or Repair Awards

Tuesday, March 10, 2009
· Applications for $1.5 Billion in Recovery Act Grants Now Available from National Institutes of Health to Support Science and Research, Create New Jobs
Monday, March 2, 2009
· President Obama Announces Release of $155 Million of ARRA Funds for Health Clinics Across America.
Monday, February 23rd, 2009
· President Obama Announces $15 Billion in Medicaid Relief from ARRA Headed to States
Grant Funding Opportunities
The recent ARRA legislation provides an unprecedented level of funding ($8.2 billion in extramural funding) to the NIH to help stimulate the US economy through the support and advancement of scientific research. While NIH Institutes and Centers have broad flexibility to invest in many types of grant programs, they will follow the spirit of the ARRA by funding projects that will stimulate the economy, create or retain jobs, and have the potential for making scientific progress in 2 years. We expect to: 

1. Select recently peer reviewed highly meritorious research grant applications (R01s and others), that can be accomplished in 2 years or less. 

2. Fund new research applications.

3. Accelerate the tempo of ongoing science through targeted supplements to current grants. 

4. Support new types of activities such as the NIH Challenge Grant program that meet the goals of the ARRA.

5. Use other funding mechanisms as appropriate. 

The ARRA also provides $1 billion to the National Center for Research Resources (NCRR) to support extramural construction, repairs, and alterations in support of all NIH funded research institutions and $300 million for shared instrumentation and other capital equipment to support all NIH activities. See the PowerPoint presentation on NIH Implementation of ARRA (PowerPoint – 13.3 MB). 

Note: Organizations Must Register in both Grants.Gov and ERA Commons to Apply for most NIH Grants. 
Registration can take approximately four weeks to complete. Start now!
Applicant Help: ARRA/Recovery Act Construction Programs Webcast Video Archive

How to Apply for NIH funding
Other NIH Funding Opportunities (NIH Guide)
FAQs (04/07/2009)
Administrative Notices:

NOT-OD-09-090 (04/30/2009) - Recovery Act Grand Opportunities “GO” Grant Submission Deadline Moved to May 29, 2009
NOT-OD-09-083 (04/10/2009) - Notice Regarding Competitive Revisions Using Recovery Act Funds for Applications Still Requiring Paper Submission 

NOT-ES-09-006 (04/10/2009) - Technical Assistance Meeting for Applications to Recovery Act “Grand Opportunities” (RFA-OD-09-004) that Focus on NIEHS Topics of Engineered Nanomaterial Environmental Health and Safety and Bisphenol A: Research to Impact Human Health

NOT-OD-09-080 (04/03/2009) - NIH Award Terms and Additional Information for Recipients Receiving Recovery Act Grant Funding

NOT-OD-09-079 (04/03/2009) - ARRA Administrative Supplements and Competitive Revisions: Clarifications on Programmatic Limitations and use of Modular Budgets

NOT-OD-09-078 (04/03/2009) - NIH ARRA Funding Considerations for Applications with Meritorious Scores that Fall Beyond the Pay-line

NOT-OD-09-076 (03/27/2009) - Notice Regarding RFA-OD-09-005, "Recovery Act Limited Competition: Biomedical Research Core Centers to Enhance Research Resources (P30)"

NOT-OD-09-061 (03/06/2009) - Clarification to RFA-OD-09-003-Recovery Act Limited Competition: NIH Challenge Grants in Health and Science Research (RC1)

NOT-RR-09-008 (03/05/2009) - Addition of Recovery Funds to the Shared Instrumentation Grant Program

NOT-OD-09-054 (03/04/2009) - Recovery Act of 2009: NIH Review Criteria, Scoring System, and Suspension of Appeals Process

ARRA - Facility Investment Program 

Funds made available by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA or Recovery Act) will support health center efforts to expand their capacity to provide primary and preventive health services to medically underserved populations nationwide as well as create employment opportunities in underserved communities over the next 2 years. The Recovery Act provides $1.5 billion in grants to address significant and pressing capital improvement needs in health centers, including major construction and renovation. This funding opportunity will award approximately $525 million, through competitive grants, for a one-time facility improvement opportunity to support existing section 330 funded health centers. This announcement details the funding opportunity available for existing Health Center Program grantees under the Facility Investment Program (FIP) initiative to address significant and pressing capital improvement needs in health centers, including construction and renovation.The proposed projects for Federal support under the FIP grant must be reasonable and appropriate based on existing need and on the information provided in this announcement. There are no matching requirements. Health center grantees requesting FIP grants must demonstrate how their proposal will lead to improvements in access to health services for underserved populations and create health center and construction-related jobs. FIP grants are one-time awards, and there will be no ongoing support of FIP grant activities after the end of the 2-year project/budget period. Health center applicants must comply with applicable requirements of section 330 of the PHS Act, implementing regulations, and guidelines, including the Health Center Program Requirements available at http://bphc.hrsa.gov/about/requirements.htm.

http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do;jsessionid=fFPpKDYFqtQ0jVx7YQJyTQ2bTXVVVz2vQth3fR0QTWKJxs1wrc6B!-1618952969?oppId=48079&flag2006=false&mode=VIEW
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) Partnerships to Address Immunization Training and Information Needs of Health Department Staff, Coalitions, Nurses, and Medical Residents 

Funds are available from the 2009 American Recovery and Reinvestment Act for Financial Assistance to Create New Immunization Partnerships to Address Unmet Needs.

http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do;jsessionid=vJ44Kt3hzRC2qcF90cTw3R3LQLtvJB7wwL3CpHN1YshV8TqvB1sV!-1618952969?oppId=47832&flag2006=false&mode=VIEW
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) Supplemental Funding for Reaching More Children and Adults 
Approximately $78,000,000 will be available in fiscal year 2009 to fund 64 awards. The purpose of this FOA is to increase the number of children and adults vaccinated against vaccine-preventable diseases.

http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do;jsessionid=vJ44Kt3hzRC2qcF90cTw3R3LQLtvJB7wwL3CpHN1YshV8TqvB1sV!-1618952969?oppId=47718&flag2006=false&mode=VIEW
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) Supplemental Funding for Innovative Projects to Develop "Best Practices" for Monitoring School Vaccination Coverage and Exemption Rates 
Approximately $600,000 will be available in fiscal year 2009 to fund 3 awards. The purpose of this FOA is to develop “best practices” for monitoring school (kindergarten) vaccination coverage, entry requirements, and exemption rates, using innovative approaches.

http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do;jsessionid=vJ44Kt3hzRC2qcF90cTw3R3LQLtvJB7wwL3CpHN1YshV8TqvB1sV!-1618952969?oppId=47717&flag2006=false&mode=VIEW
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) Supplemental for Innovative Projects to Improve Reimbursement in Public Health Department Clinics 
Approximately $5,000,000 will be available in fiscal year 2009 to fund 15 awards. The purpose of this FOA is to grantees to develop the capacity for billing health insurance plans for services provided to health plan members by state and local health department clinics.

http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do;jsessionid=vJ44Kt3hzRC2qcF90cTw3R3LQLtvJB7wwL3CpHN1YshV8TqvB1sV!-1618952969?oppId=47715&flag2006=false&mode=VIEW
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Small Business and For-Profit

	Announcement
Number
	Title
	Issuing
Org
	Release
Date
	Receipt Date(s)

	RFA-OD-09-008
	Recovery Act Limited Competition: Biomedical Research, Development, and Growth to Spur the Acceleration of New Technologies (BRDG-SPAN) Pilot Program (RC3)
	NIH
	06/02/2009
	09/01/2009

	RFA-OD-09-009
	Recovery Act Limited Competition: Small Business Catalyst Awards for Accelerating Innovative Research (R43) 
	NIH
	06/02/2009
	09/01/2009


Challenge Grants - NIH Challenge Grants Web Site  (with IC Web Sites) 

	Announcement
Number
	Title
	Issuing
Org
	Release
Date
	Receipt Date(s)

	RFA-OD-09-003
	Recovery Act Limited Competition: NIH Challenge Grants in Health and Science Research (RC1)
	NIH
	03/04/2009
	04/27/2009


Research and Research Infrastructure “Grand Opportunities” - IC Web Sites 

	Announcement
Number
	Title
	Issuing
Org
	Release
Date
	Receipt Date(s)

	RFA-OD-09-004
	Recovery Act Limited Competition for NIH Grants: Research and Research Infrastructure “Grand Opportunities” (RC2)
	NIH
	03/23/2009
	05/27/2009


Biomedical Research Core Centers to Enhance Research Resources - IC Contacts
	Announcement
Number
	Title
	Issuing
Org
	Release
Date
	Receipt Date(s)

	RFA-OD-09-005
	Recovery Act Limited Competition: Supporting New Faculty Recruitment to Enhance Research Resources through Biomedical Research Core Centers (P30) 
	NIH
	03/30/2009
	05/29/2009


Academic Research Enhancement Award - (See R15 Page and R15 Contacts) 

	Announcement
Number
	Title
	Issuing
Org
	Release
Date
	Receipt Date(s)

	RFA-OD-09-007
	Recovery Act Limited Competition: Academic Research Enhancement Award (R15)
	NIH
	04/20/2009
	09/24/2009
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Protection of Human Health by Immunology and Vaccines

	Announcement
Number
	Title
	Issuing
Org
	Release
Date
	Receipt Date(s)

	RFA-AI-09-040
	Recovery Act Limited Competition: Protection of Human Health by Immunology and Vaccines (U01, U19)
	NIAID
	06/02/2009
	10/15/2009


Competitive Revisions and Administrative Supplements - IC Web Sites 

	Announcement
Number
	Title
	Issuing
Org
	Release
Date
	Receipt Date(s)

	NOT-OD-09-058
	NIH Announces the Availability of Recovery Act Funds for Competitive Revision Applications
	NIH
	03/18/2009
	April 21, 2009

	NOT-OD-09-060
	NIH Announces the Availability of Recovery Act Funds for Administrative Supplements Providing Summer Research Experiences for Students and Science Educators
More Information...
	NIH
	03/18/2009
	Multiple - See Announcement

	NOT-OD-09-056
	NIH Announces the Availability of Recovery Act Funds for Administrative Supplements
	NIH
	03/18/2009
	Multiple - See Announcement
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Health Disparities
	Announcement
Number
	Title
	Issuing
Org
	Release
Date
	Receipt Date(s)

	RFA-MD-09-006
	Recovery Act Limited Competition: NCMHD Community Participation in Health Disparities Intervention Research Planning Phase (R24)
	NCMHD
	05/12/2009
	06/30/2009

	RFA-MD-09-007
	Recovery Act Limited Competition: NCMHD Exploratory Centers of Excellence (P20)
	NCMHD
	05/12/2009
	07/01/2009

	RFA-MD-09-008
	Recovery Act Limited Competition: NCMHD Dissertation Research Award to Increase Diversity (R36)
	NCMHD
	05/12/2009
	06/30/2009


Heterogeneity in Autism Spectrum Disorders
	Announcement
Number
	Title
	Issuing
Org
	Release
Date
	Receipt Date(s)

	RFA-MH-09-170
	Recovery Act Limited Competition: Research to Address the Heterogeneity in Autism Spectrum Disorders (R01)
	NIMH
	03/23/2009
	05/12/2009

	RFA-MH-09-171
	Recovery Act Limited Competition: Research to Address the Heterogeneity in Autism Spectrum Disorders (Collaborative R01)
	NIMH
	03/23/2009
	05/12/2009

	RFA-MH-09-172
	Recovery Act Limited Competition: Research to Address the Heterogeneity in Autism Spectrum Disorders (R21)
	NIMH
	03/23/2009
	05/12/2009

	RFA-MH-09-173
	Recovery Act Limited Competition: Research to Address the Heterogeneity in Autism Spectrum Disorders (R34 and Collaborative R34)
	NIMH
	03/23/2009
	05/12/2009


Construction/Renovation
	Announcement
Number
	Title
	Issuing
Org
	Release
Date
	Receipt Date(s)

	RFA-RR-09-007
	Recovery Act Limited Competition: Core Facility Renovation, Repair, and Improvement (G20)
	NCRR
	03/05/2009
	09/17/2009

	RFA-RR-09-008
	Recovery Act Limited Competition: Extramural Research Facilities Improvement Program (C06)
	NCRR
	03/05/2009
	Multiple - See Announcement
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Enabling National Networking of Scientists and Resource Discovery
	Announcement
Number
	Title
	Issuing
Org
	Release
Date
	Receipt Date(s)

	RFA-RR-09-009
	Recovery Act 2009 Limited Competition: Enabling National Networking of Scientists and Resource Discovery (U24)
	NCRR
	04/20/2009
	06/15/2009


Instrumentation
	Announcement
Number
	Title
	Issuing
Org
	Release
Date
	Receipt Date(s)

	PAR-09-118
	Recovery Act Limited Competition: High-End Instrumentation Grant Program (S10)
	NCRR
	03/05/2009
	05/06/2009


HHS- Texas Recovery Act (ARRA) Funding

	Program
	Total for State

	Child Support Enforcement Program
	$10,183,786

	Disproportionate Share Hospitals (DSH) Allotments for Fiscal Year 2009
	$23,418,486

	AoA ARRA Funding Distribution for Nutrition Services to States
	$5,987,462

	State Adoption Assistance and Foster Care Funding Table
	$11,619,262

	State/Territories Medicaid and Territories Prescription Drug Program Funding
	$1,444,025,954

	Increased Demand for Community Health Care Services (IDS) Grants by States
	$20,019,818

	TANF State Family Assistance Grants and Maximum Emergency Fund Eligibility as of 10/1/2008*
	$243,128,376

	American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, Section 317 Immunization Funding
	$14,031,941

	FY 2009 Child Care and Development Fund American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) State and Territory Allocations1
	$214,851,599

	Recovery Funding for Community Services Block Grant
	$48,148,071

	New Access Points Community Health Care Services Grants by State/Territory
	$14,414,728

	Texas Total
	$2,049,829,483


Homeland Security

Active Solicitations

FY 2009 American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Fire Station Construction Grant Program – 

FY 2009 American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Port Security Grant Program 

FY 2009 American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Transit Security Grant Program – Operational Packages 

FY 2009 American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Transit Security Grant Program – Capital Projects 

News
May 8, 2009

· DHS Announces First ARRA Transportation Security Technologies Awards
Secretary Janet Napolitano announced initial awards of $50 million in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds for explosive detection systems and advanced technology X-ray units that will streamline baggage screening and enhance security capabilities at airports nationwide. 

April 20, 2009

· Secretary Napolitano Announces ARRA Funding of Coast Guard Improvement Projects
Secretary Janet Napolitano announced that a series of U.S. Coast Guard projects designed to provide critical improvements and create jobs will be funded by an infusion of $240 million from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).

April 9, 2009

· Secretary Napolitano Announces $100 Million in ARRA Funds for Emergency Food and Shelter Program
Secretary Napolitano announced 100 million in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds for the Emergency Food and Shelter Program (EFSP), provided through a Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) grant.

April 1, 2009

· Secretary Napolitano Announces ARRA Funding for Southwest Border Ports of Entry
Secretary Napolitano, visiting San Diego's Otay Mesa Port of Entry on the first leg of her three-day tour of California, Mexico and Texas, announced more than $20 million in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funding for Otay Mesa improvements and gave more details on how ARRA dollars will be spent along the U.S.-Mexico border.

March 27, 2009

· Secretary Napolitano Rolls out DHS Efficiency Review Initiative
Secretary Napolitano unveiled the DHS Efficiency Review initiative, a major program to improve efficiency and streamline decision-making through a series of agency-wide initiatives ranging from eliminating non-mission critical travel to acquiring enterprise licenses for commonly used software, which are collectively expected to lead to hundreds of millions of dollars in cost avoidance.

March 5, 2009

· DHS Recovery Act Aviation Projects to Create 3,000 Jobs
The U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) announced $1 billion in aviation security projects to be funded under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.

· Secretaries Donovan and Napolitano Announce Hurricane Recovery Funding for Louisiana
Department of Homeland Security Secretary Napolitano and Housing and Urban Development Secretary Donovan announced hundreds of millions of dollars in funding to Louisiana to stimulate long-term recovery in the wake of last year’s devastating hurricane season and Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.

March 3, 2009

· Economic Recovery Money Will Create Jobs While Making America Safer
The Department of Homeland Security released some details of the projects being funded by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, recently passed in both houses of Congress and signed into law by President Obama. The total amount going to the Department and to the General Services Administration in support of Department programs is $3.5 billion.

Overview
DHS Announces Guidance for More than $500 Million in Recovery Act-Funded Preparedness Grants

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) today released application guidance for more than $500 million in Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) preparedness grants for fire station construction, port and transit security—funded by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).

“These Recovery Act funds will strengthen our economy while improving our ability to prepare for terrorist attacks, major disasters and other emergencies,” said DHS Secretary Janet Napolitano. “The grants announced today will go directly to local projects, revitalizing communities while updating our nation’s infrastructure and enhancing our security.”

The guidance released today includes $150 million for the Port Security Grant Program, $150 million for the Transit Security Grant Program and $210 million for the Fire Station Construction Grant Program. Signed into law by the President on Feb. 17, ARRA committed more than $3 billion to DHS and GSA in support of homeland security programs across the country.

The Port Security Grant Program provides $150 million to protect critical port infrastructure from terrorism; enhance maritime domain awareness and risk management capabilities to protect against improvised explosive devices and other non-conventional weapons; and support the implementation of the Transportation Worker Identification Credential (TWIC).  These funds are in addition to the $388.6 million in DHS port security grants announced in April 2009.

The Transit Security Grant Program provides $150 million to hire transit law enforcement officers, mobile explosive detection screening teams, and anti-terrorism teams; shovel-ready anti-terrorism security enhancements that must begin within 90 days of the release of funds and be completed within two years; and other security projects, including improvements to high-density tunnels, stations and bridges. These funds are in addition to the $388.6 million in DHS transit security grants announced in April 2009.

The Fire Station Construction Grant Program will provide $210 million directly to fire departments to build new or modify existing fire stations in order to enhance response capabilities and protect communities from fire-related hazards. These grants will replace unsafe or uninhabitable structures and expand fire protection coverage to meet increased service demand in compliance with National Fire Protection Association standards. These fire grants are in addition to the $565 million in Assistance to Firefighters grants announced earlier this year. 

Applications for the Port Security Grant Program and Transit Security Grant Program will be submitted electronically to DHS-FEMA through www.grants.gov. Applications for the Fire Station Construction Grant Program will be submitted electronically at https://portal.fema.gov. Full guidance and more information on preparedness grant programs can be found at www.dhs.gov.

###

St. Elizabeths/DHS Headquarters Consolidation:

· $650 million ($200 million to DHS; $450 million to GSA) 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP):

· $720 million for construction at land ports of entry ($300 million GSA; $420 million CBP)

· $100 million for Non-Intrusive Inspection (NII) technology

· $100 million for border technology on the southwest border

· $60 million for tactical communications equipment and radios

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE):

· $20 million for ICE automation modernization and tactical communications

Transportation Security Administration:

· $1 billion for explosives detection systems and checkpoint screening equipment

U.S. Coast Guard:

· $142 million for Alteration of Bridges program

· $98 million for construction, which may include the following:

· Shore facilities and aids to navigation facilities

· Vessel repair/acquisition (includes High Endurance Cutter, National Security Cutter)

Federal Emergency Management Agency:

· $100 million for Emergency Food and Shelter Program

· $150 million for transit and rail security grants

· $150 million for port security grants, no non-federal match required

· $210 million for Assistance to Firefighter (AFG) grants for firehouse construction; maximum grant is $15.0M

· $5 million expansion in authority for FEMA Community Disaster Loans

· Requires the establishment of an arbitration panel to resolve Katrina/Rita public assistance disputes

· Requires FEMA to accept additional applications for Katrina/Rita public assistance

· All non-federal matching requirements for SAFER grants waived for FY 2009-2010

	FEMA:

	  -  Will issue grant guidance June/July 2009

	  -  Receipt and review of grant applications July/August 2009

	  -  Grants will be awarded September/December 2009

	  -  Emergency Food & Shelter:

	     -  Complete Congressional notifications of award 3/31/09

	     -  Issue funding document to National Board 3/31/09 


DHS Office of Inspector General:

· $5 million to conduct related oversight and audits

HUD

Announced Programs

	 
	Competitive Programs
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	Green Retrofit Program for Multifamily Housing
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	Indian Community Development Block Grant
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	Native American Housing Block Grant Program
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	Neighborhood Stabilization Program
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	Public Housing Capital Fund

	 
	Formula Programs
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	Community Development Block Grant
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	Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing Program
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	Native American Housing Block Grant
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	Native Hawaiian Housing Block Grant
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	Public Housing Capital Fund
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	Tax Credit Assistance Program

	 
	Other Programs
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	Lead Hazard Reduction/Healthy Homes

	[image: image20.png]


 
	Project-Based Rental Assistance


Solicitations

	
	

	Competitive Programs
	

	Green Retrofit Program for Multifamily Housing
	Coming Soon

	Indian Community Development Block Grant
	Coming Soon

	Native American Housing Block Grant Program
	Coming Soon

	Neighborhood Stabilization Program (grants.gov posting here)
	NOTICE-P2, NOTICE-TA 

	Public Housing Capital Fund
	NOTICE

	Formula Programs
	

	Community Development Block Grant
	NOTICE-R

	Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing Program
	Funding Notice

	Native American Housing Block Grant
	Coming Soon

	Native Hawaiian Housing Block Grant
	Coming Soon

	Public Housing Capital Fund
	Funding Notice

	Tax Credit Assistance Program
	Implementation of the Tax Credit Assistance Program (TCAP) 


HUD Implementation of the Recovery Act

	
	


The Recovery Act includes $13.61 billion for projects and programs administered by the Department of Housing and Urban Development, nearly 75 percent of which was allocated to state and local recipients on February 25, 2009 – only eight days after President Obama signed the Act into law. Recovery Act investments in HUD programs will be not just swift, but also effective: they will generate tens of thousands of jobs, modernize homes to make them energy efficient, and help the families and communities hardest hit by the economic crisis. The remaining 25 percent of funds will be awarded via competition in the coming months. Additional guidance on the implementation of all funds will be routinely provided on this website.

Promoting Energy Efficiency and Creating Green Jobs

These investments are powerful vehicles for economic recovery because they work quickly, are labor-intensive, create jobs where they are needed most, and lead to lasting neighborhood benefits. Many will also reduce greenhouse gas emissions and save Americans money by retrofitting housing to make it more energy efficient.

· Public Housing Capital Fund: $4 billion invested in energy efficient modernization and renovation of our nation's critical public housing inventory.

· Native American Housing Block Grants: $510 million invested in energy efficient modernization and renovation of housing maintained by Native American housing programs, and the development of sustainable communities.

· Assisted Housing Energy Retrofit: $250 million invested in energy efficient modernization and renovation of housing of HUD-sponsored housing for low-income, elderly, and disabled persons.

· Lead Hazard Reduction: $100 million invested in lead based paint hazard reduction and abatement activities.

Supporting Shovel-Ready Projects and Assisted Housing Improvements

These investments will support a broad range of housing and community development projects that are ready to go. Many of these projects have been held up for lack of private investment due to fallout from the broader economic crisis and credit crunch.

· Tax Credit Assistance Program: $2.25 billion invested in a special allocation of HOME funds to accelerate the production and preservation of tens of thousands of units of affordable housing.

· Community Development Block Grants: $1 billion for approximately 1,200 state and local governments to invest in their own community development priorities. Most local governments use this investment to rehabilitate affordable housing and improve key public facilities – stabilizing communities and creating jobs locally.

· Project-Based Rental Assistance: $2 billion invested in full 12-month funding for Section 8 project-based housing contracts. This funding will enable owners to undertake much-needed project improvements to maintain the quality of this critical affordable housing.

Promoting Stable Communities and Helping Families Hardest Hit by the Economic Crisis

These investments will help communities and families that have experienced the brunt of the economic downturn. Resources will be used to stabilize and revive local neighborhoods and housing markets with heavy concentrations of foreclosed properties. Funds will also assist the vulnerable families and individuals who are on the brink of homelessness or have recently become homeless.

· Neighborhood Stabilization Program: $2 billion invested in mitigating the impact of foreclosures through the purchase and rehabilitation of foreclosed, vacant properties in order to create more affordable housing and renew neighborhoods devastated by the economic crisis.

· Homelessness Prevention: $1.5 billion invested in preventing homelessness and enabling the rapid re-housing of homeless families and individuals, helping them reenter the labor market more quickly and preventing the further destabilization of neighborhoods.
Interior

Active Solicitations

· Recovery Act - Fish Passage 

· Recovery Act - National Fish Habitat Action Plan 

· Recovery Act - Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program
· Recovery Act-Coastal 

· Multi-Species Conservation Program American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Funding Announcement 

· Challenge Grant Program for Water Marketing and Efficiency Grants
· Colorado River Basin Salinity Control Program, American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Funding Announcement 

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 will provide $1 billion to the Bureau of Reclamation, which provides water supplies and produces hydropower in the West. Funds are specifically identified in the Act to fund water reuse projects and construct rural water projects that will provide clean, reliable drinking water to rural areas and ensure adequate water supplies to western localities. Funds are also expected to be used to promote water conservation, improve energy efficiency, address aging water infrastructure, and meet endangered species requirements through improvements such as fish screens and fish passage projects. 

$750 million will be used by the National Park Service to preserve and protect national icons and historic landscapes, improve energy efficiency and renewable energy use at park units throughout the nation, remediate abandoned mines sites on park units, and provide historic preservation funding to protect and restore buildings at historically black colleges. Funding under the Federal Highway Administration will improve park roads for more than 275 million visitors. NPS also will repair the seawall adjacent to the Jefferson Memorial in Washington, D.C. to protect the memorial from the effects of settlement. 

$500 million for the Bureau of Indian Affairs will be used to replace and upgrade Indian schools that will benefit the 47,000 Indian children that are educated in these schools. These projects will provide access for the disabled, replace inefficient heating and cooling systems, and create a better learning environment. BIA will provide $130 to 170 million in loans to spur Indian economies where unemployment far exceeds the national average. BIA will initiate several on-the-job training efforts in the construction trades to train tribal members to become certified plumbers and pipefitters. The initiative will be done in partnership with the Council on Tribal Employment Rights and the Laborers-Employers Cooperation and Education Trust. BIA also will expand a pilot project in partnership with the United Association of Plumbers and Pipefitters.

$280 million for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will improve energy efficiency and renewable use at refuges, resulting in the "greening" of facilities throughout the nation. Funding also will be used to restore wetlands, riparian habitat, endangered species habitat, and other important landscapes. FWS also will restore facilities that are key to the management and restoration of wildlife and fisheries.

$320 million for the Bureau of Land Management will be used to remediate abandoned mines, which will allow increased access to public lands. Funding will help expand BLM’s capacity to authorize renewable energy development on public lands while ensuring environmental protection of these areas and restoration of native plants and animals, including sage grouse habitat. Funding is also included for Interior agencies to eliminate underbrush and other vegetation in fire-prone areas to reduce the threat and potential severity of fire. 

$140 million will be used by the U.S. Geological Survey to restore and rehabilitate laboratories and research facilities and improve their energy efficiency and renewable use. Funds will help modernize streamgages that are critical for monitoring streamflow and providing information that is used extensively by water managers and the public. For example, important wildlife research facilities at Patuxent Wildlife and Research Refuge will be upgraded and two 50-year old vessels on the Great Lakes used for inventory and monitoring of lake trout and other important fisheries will be replaced.

Justice
Active Solicitations

· Recovery Act: Research and Evaluation of Recovery Act State and Local Law Enforcement Assistance (3.19.09)
· OVW - Recovery Act Transitional Housing Assistance for Victims of Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, Stalking or Sexual Assault (3.18.09) 

· COPS Hiring Recovery Program (3.16.09)
· FY 2009 Recovery Act – Edward Byrne Memorial Competitive Grant Program (3.10.09)
· FY 2009 Recovery Act – Combating Criminal Narcotics Activity Stemming from the Southern Border of the U.S. (3.10.09)
· FY 2009 Recovery Act - Assistance to Rural Law Enforcement to Combat Crime and Drugs (3.10.09)
· FY 2009 Recovery Act – Correctional Facilities on Tribal Lands Program (3.10.09)
·  OJJDP FY 09 Recovery Act Local Youth Mentoring Initiative (3.10.09)
· OJJDP FY 09 Recovery Act ICAC Task Force Training and Technical Assistance Grants (3.10.09)
· OJJDP FY 09 Recovery Act National Internet Crimes Against Children Data System (NIDS) (3.10.09)
· OJJDP FY 09 Recovery Act Internet Crimes Against Children Research Grants (3.9.09)
· OVC FY 2009 Recovery Act - National Field-Generated Training, Technical Assistance, and Demonstration Projects (3.9.09)
· OJJDP FY 09 Recovery Act Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force Program Grants 

· FY 09 Recovery Act – Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) Local Program
· FY 09 Recovery Act – Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) State Program  

· FY 09 Recovery Act – Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) Victim Compensation Formula Grant Program 
· FY 09 Recovery Act – Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) Victim Assistance Formula Grant Program  

OJP- The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 will provide $2.7 billion to the Office of Justice Programs (OJP), which provides federal leadership in developing the nation's capacity to prevent and control crime, administering justice, and assisting victims. Specifically, the Act provides $2 billion for the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) Program to support a broad range of activities to prevent and control crime and improve the criminal justice system, from law enforcement and prosecution, to courts and corrections, to drug treatment, to victim assistance. Another $225 million in Edward Byrne Competitive Grant Program funding is available to help communities address targeted needs. OJP also will administer an additional $225 million for assistance to tribal law enforcement, $125 million for rural law enforcement to prevent and combat drug-related crime, $30 million for law enforcement along the Southern Border and in High Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas, $50 million for Internet Crimes Against Children initiatives, and $100 million for victim compensation and assistance. OJP is committed to working with our national, state, local and tribal partnerships to ensure this funding invests in the American workforce.

COPS - The Act will provide $1 billion under the COPS Hiring Recovery Program (CHRP) in grant funding for the hiring and rehiring of additional career law enforcement officers. CHRP grants will provide 100 percent funding for approved entry-level salaries and benefits for 3 years (36 months) for newly-hired, full-time sworn officer positions (including filling existing unfunded vacancies) or for rehired officers who have been laid off, or are scheduled to be laid off on a future date, as a result of local budget cuts. In addition, there is no cap on the number of positions an agency may request, but awards will be limited to available funding.

OVW - $225 million will be used by the Office on Violence Against Women to develop and support the capacity of state, local, tribal, and non-profit entities involved in responding to violence against women. The Act directs $175 million to support the work of states, tribal governments, state domestic violence and sexual assault coalitions, and tribal domestic violence and sexual assault coalitions. The majority of these funds will be awarded to states, allocated based on population, under the Services Training Officers Prosecutors (STOP) Formula Grant Program to promote a coordinated, multidisciplinary approach to enhance services and advocacy to victims, improve the criminal justice system's response, and promote effective law enforcement and prosecution strategies to address domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking. The remaining funds will be awarded to state coalitions, tribal governments, and tribal coalitions based on statutory set-asides from STOP funds. The Transitional Housing Assistance Grant Program will administer $50 million in grants focusing on a holistic, victim-centered approach to transitional housing services and related support services that move individuals into permanent housing.

ATF - $10 million will go toward the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives Project Gunrunner for the Southwest Border Initiative. The Administration’s Southwest Border Initiative will reduce cross border drug and weapons trafficking, and the associated high level of violence occurring on the border between the U.S. and Mexico. The primary role of ATF’s Project Gunrunner in support of this initiative is to stem the illegal trafficking of firearms across the border and to reduce the firearms violence occurring on both sides of the border.
Labor

Active Solicitations

· Recovery Act - Pathways Out of Poverty 

· Recovery Act - Energy Training Partnership Grants 

· Recovery Act - State Energy Sector Partnership (SESP) and Training Grants 

· Recovery Act - State Labor Market Information Improvement Grants 

· Recovery Act - Green Capacity Building Grants 

· Department of Labor Recovery Act Competitive Grant Opportunities 
Plans

· Initial Plans for Implementation of Workforce Investment Act and Wagner-Peyser Funding
· State and Outlying Area Stimulus Allotments to Supplement FY 2008 Allotments for WIA and Wagner-Peyser
· Guidance for (1) Implementation of the Workforce Investment Act and Wagner-Peyser Act Funding in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 and (2) State Planning Requirements for Program Year 2009
Workforce Investment Act (WIA) programs: Provides $3,950,000,000 for WIA programs, including:

· Adult Employment and Training Activities: $500,000,000 is provided for programs described at http://www.doleta.gov/programs/general_info.cfm. Priority use of funds is for services to public assistance recipients and other low income individuals.
· Youth Activities, including summer jobs for youth: $1,200,000,000 is provided for programs described at http://www.doleta.gov/youth_services/. Particular emphasis is placed on creating summer employment opportunities for youth, but year-round youth activities are also envisioned. Age eligibility for youth services with these funds is raised from 21 to 24.

· Dislocated Worker Employment and Training Activities: $1,250,000,000 is provided for formula funded programs described at http://www.doleta.gov/programs/ETA_default.cfm?#. Dislocated An additional $200,000,000 is provided for National Emergency Grants to respond to plant closings, mass layoffs and other worker dislocations, as described at http://www.doleta.gov/NEG/definition.cfm.

· Program of Competitive Grants for Worker Training and Placement in High Growth and Emerging Industry Sectors: $750,000,000 is provided for a program of competitive grants for worker training and placement in high growth and emerging industry sectors. Of the total, $500,000,000 is to be used for research, labor exchange, and job training projects that prepare workers for careers in energy efficiency and renewable industry industries. In awarding remaining funds, priority shall be given to projects that prepare workers for careers in the health care sector.

· YouthBuild Activities: $50,000,000 is provided for the program described at http://www.doleta.gov/youth_services/.

· Community Service Employment for Older Americans: $120,000,000 is provided for part-time employment opportunities for low income seniors, as described at http://www.doleta.gov/seniors/.

· Employment Service Grants to States: $400,000,000 is provided for services described at http://www.doleta.gov/programs/Wagner_Peyser.cfm. Of this total, $250,000,000 is to be used for reemployment services to connect unemployment insurance claimants to employment and training opportunities that will facilitate their reentry into employment.

· Unemployment Insurance (UI):

· EUC Extension: The Emergency Unemployment Compensation Act of 2008 (EUC) which would have expired on March 31, 2009 is extended through December 31, 2009. The EUC program is described at http://www.workforcesecurity.doleta.gov/unemploy/supp_act.asp. 

· Increased UI Benefits: Benefit payments are increased by $25 per week through December 31, 2009 for individuals receiving Trade Readjustment Allowances, Disaster Unemployment Benefits, regular Unemployment Compensation, Extended Benefits, or EUC. The programs are described through links at http://www.workforcesecurity.doleta.gov/unemploy/. 

· Special Transfers for Unemployment Compensation Modernization: Up to $7 billion is transferred from the Federal Unemployment Account to the state accounts as “incentive payments” to encourage states to enact specific reforms, such as coverage of part-time workers. Incentive payments expire October 1, 2011.

· Increased UI Administrative Funding: An additional $500,000,000 is provided to states to administer their UI programs.

· Temporary Suspension of Taxation of Unemployment Benefits: Federal income tax on the first $2,400 of unemployment benefits is suspended for 2009.

· Full Federal Funding of Unemployment Compensation for a Limited Period: Extended Benefits would be 100% federally financed through January 1, 2010. Extended benefits are described at http://www.workforcesecurity.doleta.gov/unemploy/extenben.asp.

· Temporary Assistance for States with UI Funding Advances: Interest payments and accrual of interest on loans received by State unemployment trust funds are waived through December 31, 2010.

· Work Opportunity Tax Credit (WOTC): A new targeted group is created for WOTC, which provides a tax credit to employers who hire members of targeted groups. The new group is unemployed veterans and disconnected youth who begin work in 2009 and 2010. The credit applies to individuals who begin work for the employer after December 31, 2008. WOTC is described at http://www.doleta.gov/business/incentives/opptax/. 

· Trade Adjustment Assistance (TAA): All TAA programs are reauthorized through Dec. 31, 2010. Current Trade Adjustment Assistance is expanded to trade-affected services sector workers and workers affected by offshoring or outsourcing to all countries, including China or India. Training funds available to states are increased by 160%, to $575 million a year, and a new TAA program is created for trade-affected communities. In addition, the reauthorization allows for automatic TAA eligibility for workers suffering from import surges and subject to unfair trade determinations, makes training, healthcare and re-employment TAA benefits more accessible and flexible, and enhances benefits in the TAA for Firms and TAA for Farmers programs. The current TAA program (before reauthorization) is described at http://www.doleta.gov/tradeact/taa/WhoWeServe.cfm. 

· COBRA Continuation Coverage: Provides funding for a 65% reduction in COBRA premiums for eligible individuals.
National Endowment for the Arts
· Active Solicitations
· Implementation Plans (3.10.09)
· Overview
Active Solicitations

· The Arts and the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, Public Law 111-5 ("Recovery Act"), State Arts Agencies and Regional Arts Organizations 

· The Arts and the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, Public Law 111-5 ("Recovery Act") 
*New* More information on current grant programs
Implementation Plans

In accordance with Section 2.7 of the Office of Management and Budget's Initial Implementation Guidance for the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (M-09-10), the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) implementation plan is as follows:

1. Appropriations 

$50 million appropriated to the NEA:

To be distributed in direct grants to fund arts projects and activities which preserve jobs in the non-profit arts sector threatened by declines in philanthropic and other support during the current economic downturn. 

2. Allocation of Funds 

The Act provides:

That the amount set aside from this appropriation pursuant to section 1106 of this Act shall be not more than 5 percent instead of the percentage specified in such section. 

The NEA anticipates using approximately $500,000 of the funds for administrative and program support purposes such as costs associated with panels and travel, contractual support associated with our Information Technology operations, and staffing. 

After deducting administrative and program support costs, 60 percent of the remaining funds will be available for competitively selected grants to non-profit arts organizations and 40 percent available to be distributed to the State arts agencies and regional arts organizations ñ who, when subgranting, will distribute funds through competitive and qualitative reviews. For purposes of the Act, the funds made available to the State arts agencies and regional arts organizations are not considered to be formula funds.

Specifically, the Act requires:

Provided, That 40 percent of such funds shall be distributed to State arts agencies and regional arts organizations in a manner similar to the agencyís current practice and 60 percent of such funds shall be for competitively selected arts projects and activities according to sections 2 and 5(c) of the National Foundation on the Arts and Humanities Act of 1965 ... 

3. Use of Funds 

Consistent with the language in the Act, eligible projects will generally be limited to salary support and fees for artists or contracted personnel. This will apply to all applicants for support under the Act. 

The guideline language to be conveyed to applicants identifies the following eligible projects:

· Salary support, full or partial, for one or more positions that are critical to an organization’s artistic mission and that are in jeopardy or have been eliminated as a result of the current economic climate.

· Fees for previously-engaged artists and/or contractual personnel to maintain or expand the period during which such persons would be engaged.

For organizations eligible to subgrant, funds may also be used to cover the cost of implementing the subgranting program.

When submitting their request, organizations may seek support for a single position, multiple positions, a single contractor, multiple contractual personnel, or any combination therein.

4. Eligible Organizations 

In recognition of the funding level available, the importance of ensuring that recipients of funds are high-performing organizations (as noted in the Act implementation guidance provided by the Office of Management and Budget), the need to provide funding in a timely manner, and the capacity of the NEA and its staff, eligible organizations will be limited to those who previously received a grant from the NEA starting with fiscal year 2006 and through those approved for 2009 and considered at the NEAís October 2008 meeting of the National Council on the Arts. We estimate that 3,400 individual organizations will be eligible under this program, covering all the disciplines routinely supported by the NEA and every Congressional district. 

We should also point out that the NEA program established under the Act provides organizations with four avenues to seek support: directly from the NEA, or through a State arts agency, a regional arts organization, or a designated governmental local arts agency (see national coverage below). Thus, failing to be eligible to receive funds directly from the NEA does not preclude an organization from receiving funds through a subgrant awarded by a State arts agency, a regional arts organization, or a designated local arts agency. 

5. National Coverage 

To ensure the broadest possible reach, four avenues of support will be available to arts organizations. That is, organizations could apply directly to the NEA, or their State arts agency; their regional organization; or their designated governmental local arts agency. 

6. Number of Applications 
Organizations will be advised that they may receive funding under the Act from one source only; that is, they could get funds directly from the NEA, or through the State arts agency, or the regional arts organization, or their designated governmental local arts agency.

7. Grant Amounts 

With the 60 percent available for competitive grants, organizations can apply for a grant of $25,000 or $50,000. For the designated governmental local arts agencies eligible to subgrant, requests of $100,000 or $250,000 are permitted provided the project involves subgranting.

With the 40 percent available for State arts agencies and regional arts organizations, the amounts allocated to each will be determined using current processes as our guide, and will be based on equal shares (as stated in the NEAís authorizing legislation) and population. In making these determinations, the NEA will rely upon criteria used to make the fiscal year 2008 partnership awards to the States and regions ñ given that this is the most recent year for which a full appropriation exists.

As a practical matter, each State arts agency under the Act will receive on average, 53 percent of their 2008 basic state plan allocation and each regional arts organization will receive 37 percent of their 2008 allocation. 

8. Matching Requirements 

Consistent with the Act, all NEA awards made with funds from the Act will be made on a non-matching basis; this includes those under the 60 percent and 40 percent processes.

9. Award Process 

To implement the Act, the NEA intends to use processes consistent with those used to make awards under annual appropriations. More specifically, we intend to accomplish the following:

· Develop and issue guidelines,

· Rely upon Grants.gov for application submission,

· Utilize panels of citizen experts to review applications,

· Present recommended applications to the National Council on the Arts for their review and approval,

· Receive final decisions from the NEA Chairman, or Acting Chairman, as applicable,

· Develop any special award and reporting requirements consistent with the Act and OMB guidance,

· Make awards,

· Receive and review interim reports,

· Make payments,

· Receive and review final reports and closeout the grants.

To the extent practical, the NEA will rely upon electronic processes to consider applications and make awards.

10. Reporting Requirements 

The NEA awaits additional guidance from OMB concerning specific grant terms as well as reporting requirements. Current materials for applicants make clear that these will be made available once known and finalized. In the interim, we are making plans to accommodate the required periodic reporting from grantees and to the designated Web sites, including those required by the Congress.

11. Timing 

This ambitious program requires an equally ambitious timeline in order to ensure that funds are available as soon as possible. For the 40 percent funds, the plan is to take applications to the March meeting of the National Council on the Arts for review and approval. For the 60 percent funds, the plan is to take applications to the June meeting of the National Council on the Arts. 

Meeting these timelines requires the issuance of NEA application guidelines in early March 2009.

12. NEA Web site 
The NEA has already created the links required under the OMB guidance to implement the Act. This will ensure the availability of current information for applicants, grantees, and the American people.

13. NEA Monitoring, Oversight and Reporting 

The NEA Acting Chairman has designated Robert Frankel, NEA Acting Deputy Chairman for Grants and Awards and Larry Baden, NEA Deputy Chairman for Management and Budget as the co-leads and designated agency officials for this program. In addition, the following has occurred: 

· An agency-wide matrix is nearing completion for tracking required actions necessary to implement the Act.

· An intra-agency work group has been developed to assist with the application processing and grant award, monitoring and payment components of the program.

· An agency-wide calendar is being developed for tracking required actions necessary to implement the Act.

· A weekly meeting will be held with affected agency staff to review the status of planned actions.

· A new position has been allocated to the NEA Office of Inspector General so that they may recruit for an employee who will focus on the NEA and grantee implementation of the Act.

14. Status 

Our guidelines have been finalized and approved by OMB and were made available on Monday, March 2, 2009. 

Overview

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, Public Law 111-5 ("Recovery Act") recognizes that the nonprofit arts industry is an important sector of the economy. In accordance with this Act, the National Endowment for the Arts has received funds to help preserve jobs in the nonprofit arts sector that are threatened by declines in philanthropic and other support during the current economic downturn. As partners of the Arts Endowment, the state arts agencies (SAAs) and regional arts organizations (RAOs) have an important role to play in advancing the goals of this program. The NEA will award American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funds to the SAAs and RAOs specifically for projects that focus on the preservation of jobs in the arts. 

Funds to the SAAs and RAOs must be used for subgranting to eligible nonprofit organizations in their state or region. These special, one-time subgrants to organizations must be used for:

· Salary support, full or partial, for one or more positions that are critical to an organization’s artistic mission and that are in jeopardy or have been eliminated as a result of the current economic climate.

And/or 

· Fees for previously engaged artists and/or contractual personnel to maintain or expand the period during which such persons would be engaged.

SAAs and RAOs may use up to $50,000 of the NEA grant funds for their own jobs for the purposes outlined above, and/or for the administration of the subgranting programs. Priority will be given to cost-effective programs that maximize the amount of funds distributed.

Each SAA and RAO must develop a plan to distribute these critical funds quickly. SAAs and RAOs are encouraged to use, as a template for their own material, the review criteria and application information that the NEA is using for its Recovery Act competitive grant program. (SAAs and RAOs that do not want to use the NEA material should advise the NEA.) The funds should directly impact a broad constituency that the SAA or RAO serves, and reach the full geographic range represented by that constituency. As appropriate, efforts should be made to reach organizations that serve underserved populations such as those whose opportunities to experience the arts are limited by geography, ethnicity, economics, or disability.
Organizations are limited to receiving NEA American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funds through only one source – from the Arts Endowment directly, or directly through an entity eligible to subgrant NEA funds including a state arts agency, a regional arts organization of state arts agencies, or a designated local arts agency that is eligible to subgrant funds. To prevent overlaps in funding, the NEA will provide subgrantors with a list of organizations that receive American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funds directly from the NEA (see “Period of Support” for more information).
National Science Foundation 
ARRA Terms and Conditions (5.11.09)
NSF Announces First Major Award Under American Recovery and Reinvestment Act to the Alaska Region Research Vessel (ARRV)

The National Science Foundation (NSF) made its first major award under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act to construct the Alaska Region Research Vessel (ARRV). This investment will not only provide a technologically advanced tool for science but help preserve jobs and promote economic recovery. The three-year construction phase of the project will support 4,350 total jobs--750 directly at the shipyard and as many as 3,600 in the broader economy. NSF intends to ensure that the ARRV is built in a U.S. shipyard. More
May 11, 2009
The National Science Foundation today announced a special opportunity for funding projects that strengthen the research infrastructure in the nation's science and engineering research and education institutions. Funding of $300 million was provided for the Major Research Instrumentation (MRI) program through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), signed into law by President Barack Obama in February 2009.

Under the special solicitation for proposals released today, NSF can invest up to $6 million for individual projects, up to a total of $200 million. The additional $100 million provided for MRI will be applied to NSF's annual MRI competition for FY2009.

NSF is one of the federal agencies designated to apply ARRA funds to ensuring that America remains a leader in science and engineering research and education.

The MRI program enhances the nation's research infrastructure by providing researchers and students access to state-of-the-art scientific and engineering equipment and instrumentation in environments that integrate research with education. The announcement issued today invites proposals from institutions of higher education, museums and science centers, and not-for-profit organizations. It encourages proposals for a broad range of projects, including developing and acquiring next-generation, shared instrumentation; using research instrumentation to promote the development of a diverse workforce; and leveraging the resources of private sector partners to build the research capacity at academic institutions.

The special MRI-Recovery and Reinvestment (MRI-R2) solicitation complements the annual call for MRI proposals completed in early 2009. Proposals submitted during that round are currently undergoing peer review.

Proposals for instrumentation submitted under the special solicitation will undergo NSF's normal merit review process, and will be considered for all NSF-supported fields of science, mathematics and engineering.

The MRI program is led by NSF's Office of Integrated Activities (OIA), which funds emerging, cross-disciplinary research and education centers and programs that enhance scientific discovery and workforce development. OIA's portfolio includes Science and Technology Centers and the Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive Research (EPSCoR).

Organizations interested in submitting proposals will have an opportunity to ask questions during an interactive webcast planned for later in May.

Additional information about the MRI-R2 solicitation and webcast is available on the OIA MRI website at http://www.nsf.gov/od/oia/programs/mri/. The deadline for solicitations is August 10, 2009.

March 26, 2009 - Dr. Arden L. Bement, Jr., Director of the National Science Foundation, delivered a speech recently to employees on how the agency intends to implement the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).

In his remarks, Dr. Bement said that NSF's portion of the ARRA ($3 billion) is "sorely needed to ensure that America remains a leader in science and engineering research and education. That investment of 3 billion dollars will have an immediate impact on investigators, post-docs, graduate and undergraduate students, and teachers throughout the nation. NSF funding now helps to support nearly 200,000 individuals every year."

In his remarks, Dr. Bement described the rapid timeline and extensive planning under way at NSF to implement the ARRA:

· NSF is working closely with both OSTP, OMB and Congress on the spending plan for ARRA. The agency anticipates a quick turnaround and will begin issuing ARRA research awards as soon as the plan is approved.

· NSF will define its ARRA funding and accountability processes on NSF.gov and Recovery.gov, and will begin to implement tracking and monitoring procedures immediately.

· NSF already has many highly rated research proposals in hand to consider for funding with ARRA funds. Some research proposals have already been reviewed and others are in the review process. NSF is planning to use the majority of the $2 billion available in Research and Related Activities for proposals that are already in house and will be reviewed and/or awarded prior to Sept. 30, 2009.

· Grants funded under ARRA will be awarded quickly in order to contribute to new job creation and reinvestment.

· All grants issued with Recovery Act funds will be standard grants with durations of up to 5 years. This approach will allow NSF to structure a sustainable portfolio.

· Funding of new Principal Investigators and high-risk, high-return research will be a top priority.

· NSF will use ARRA funds to increase the number of CAREER and IGERT awards. CAREER grants support the research and education activities of junior faculty and IGERT grants support interdisciplinary research and training of graduate students.

· In addition to R&RA grants, the ARRA also allocated funding for NSF's Major Research Instrumentation (MRI) program and an Academic Research Infrastructure (ARI) program. NSF plans to issue new solicitations for proposals for these programs soon.

· NSF also will consider proposals declined on or after October 1, 2008. Reversals of declined proposals will be based on both the high quality of the initial reviews, and the lack of available funding at the time of the original decision. NSF program officers will contact institutions when a reversal is being considered by NS 

· NSF is currently working on a solicitation for a Science Masters Program, a new activity created under ARRA. 

· NSF will use ARRA funds for awards under the Robert Noyce Scholarship program and the Math and Science Partnership program following merit review of proposals already submitted to those programs.

· NSF does not intend to provide any supplements to existing grants under ARRA.

3.18.09 - The Recovery Act supplements NSF fiscal year 2009 funding by $3.0 billion. NSF currently has many highly rated proposals that it has not been able to fund. For this reason, NSF is planning to use the majority of the $2 billion available in Research and Related Activities for proposals that are already in house and will be reviewed and/or awarded prior to September 30, 2009.

The Foundation also expects to expeditiously award funds as specified in the Recovery Act for: the Math and Science Partnership program (funded at $25 million); the Robert Noyce Teacher Scholarship Program (funded at $60 million); the Major Research Equipment and Facilities Construction Account (funded at $400 million); the Academic Research Infrastructure (ARI) program (funded at $200 million); and the Science Masters program, (funded at $15 million). Solicitations for these latter two programs will be posted this spring. 

NSF will post a solicitation this spring for the Major Research Instrumentation Program (MRI) in order to make a sufficient number of awards to utilize the $300 million provided in the legislation. The Foundation currently anticipates that no other solicitations will be posted that are solely in response to the Recovery Act. 
Funding Prioritization 
NSF will ensure that Recovery Act funds are awarded in a timely manner while maintaining its commitment to its established merit review processes. 
In keeping with this, NSF’s overall framework for Recovery Act investments emphasizes the following: 

· All grants issued with Recovery Act funds will be standard grants with durations of up to 5 years. This approach will allow NSF to structure a sustainable portfolio. 

· Funding of new Principal Investigators and high-risk, high-return research will be top priorities. 

With the exception of the MRI, ARI and Science Masters programs, the majority of proposals eligible for Recovery Act funding include those that are already in house and will be reviewed and/or awarded prior to September 30, 2009.

NSF also will consider proposals declined on or after October 1, 2008. The reversal of the decision to decline must be based on both the high quality of the reviews received on the initial submission and the lack of available funding at the time the original decision was made. The cognizant program officer will contact the institution when a reversal is being considered by NSF. Specific procedural information regarding this new process is available on the NSF Recovery website. 

Special Award Conditions 

The Recovery Act mandates a significant level of transparency and accountability. The law and implementing guidance identify specific award conditions for awards made with Recovery Act funding. Therefore, award notices will include special award conditions identifying the funding as coming from the Recovery Act, and indicate the specific awardee reporting responsibilities mandated by Section 1512 of the Recovery Act.

Given the goals of the Recovery Act, awardees will be informed that they are expected to expend funds in a timely manner on allowable award costs and that NSF will be monitoring awards for expenditures. If, after 12 months, no allowable expenditures have taken place, NSF may consider reducing or terminating the award and reallocating the funds.

Recent Update:

· NSF is preparing a Current Plan to send to Congressional Appropriators as required by the Act.

· NSF is working to ensure all stimulus funds are separate from non-Recovery Act funds in financial, grant writing, contract writing,  and reporting systems.

· NSF is proceeding with an expedited Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance number for a handful of new grant programs created by the act.

· NSF is identifying opportunities to streamline data collection and help alleviate the reporting burden on recipients of Recovery Act funds.
Small Business Administration

Overview

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act will have a significant impact on small businesses and on the credit crunch, providing tax incentives and financing opportunities that will help them create jobs.

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act makes SBA part of the solution, providing it with specific tools to make it easier and less expensive for small businesses to get loans, give lenders new incentives to make more small business loans, and help unfreeze the secondary markets to boost liquidity in the credit markets. 

More details on implementation will be coming over the next few weeks.

The bill provides $730 million to SBA and makes changes to the agency’s lending and investment programs so that they can reach more small businesses that need help.  The funding includes:

· $375 million for temporary fee reductions or eliminations on SBA loans and increased SBA guaranteed shares, up to 90 percent for certain loans

· $255 million for a new loan program to help small businesses meet existing debt payments

· $30 million for expanding SBA’s Microloan program, enough to finance up to $50 million in new lending and $24 million in technical assistance grants to microlenders

· $20 million for technology systems to streamline SBA’s lending and oversight processes

· $15 million for expanding SBA’s Surety Bond Guarantee program

· $25 million for staffing up to meet demands for new programs

· $10 million for the Office of Inspector General
News Releases  
· SBA Expands Eligibility for 7(a) Loans To Spur Recovery Opportunities for Small Businesses (5/1/09)

· Press Release: Statement from SBA Acting Administrator on Recovery Efforts Announced by President Obama Today (3/16/09)

· SBA Policy Notice: Fee Elimination Provisions (3/16/09) 

· SBA Policy Notice: Up to 90 Percent Guaranty on 7(a) Loans (3/16/09)   

· White House Fact Sheet: President Obama and Secretary Geithner Announce Plans to Unlock Credit for Small Businesses (3/16/09)

Veteran Affairs
Veterans Health Administration - Medical Facilities Non-Recurring Maintenance (NRM) and Energy Projects ($1 Billion)

The ARRA provides $1 billion for the Veterans Health Administration's (VHA) NRM projects and Energy initiatives. Of this, $399 million will be used for energy priorities (projects incorporating energy efficiency and renewable energy) and the remaining $601 million will be used for NRM priorities.

The focus of these NRM projects is to correct, replace, upgrade and modernize existing infrastructure and utility systems for VA medical centers. Projects include, but are not limited to, patient privacy corrections, life safety corrections, facility condition deficiency corrections, utility system upgrades, and improvements related to mental health care. Projects have been developed and are planned for initial obligation in the next few months.

Renewable energy and energy efficiency projects will encompass all stages of energy development from detailed feasibility studies through construction. These contracts will include utilization of technical experts as well as the manufacturing of equipment such as building control systems, energy generation equipment, and various construction supplies. The expected economic impacts include increased jobs and activity as contractors supply the labor and materials to install and commission renewable energy and energy efficient systems.

Veterans Health Administration - Grants for State Extended Care ($150 Million)

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) provides financial assistance to the States to construct or acquire nursing home, domiciliary and/or adult day health care facilities. VA may contribute up to 65 percent of the cost of construction or acquisition of State nursing homes or domiciliaries or of renovations to existing State homes.

Through the ARRA, VA's Grants for State Extended Care Program will help jumpstart the economy in 23 states by creating and saving construction jobs. Under this program 49 new construction and renovation projects for State Veterans Homes are planned.

National Cemetery Administration - Monument and Memorial Repairs ($50 Million)

The National Cemetery Administration (NCA) honors Veterans with final resting places in national shrines and with lasting tributes that commemorate their service to our Nation. NCA maintains more than 2.9 million gravesites at 128 cemeteries in 39 states and Puerto Rico, as well as 33 soldiers' lots and monument sites. NCA has identified projects for the $50 million in ARRA funds for (1) national shrine projects to raise, realign, and clean headstones/markers and repair sunken graves at various locations across the country; (2) projects for repairing roads, buildings, and other cemetery infrastructure at locations nationwide; (3) equipment purchases for cemetery operations; (4) projects that conserve energy and water through the use of wind turbines, solar power and other measures; and (5) repairs to historic monuments and memorials at national cemeteries.

Veterans Benefits Administration - Hiring Temporary Claims Processors ($150 Million)

The Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA) will utilize the $150 million to employ approximately 1,500 claims processors. While some employees will be hired on a permanent basis, the majority will be temporary employees. Temporary employees will assume responsibilities that allow fully trained employees to focus on the core elements of claims processing, thus speeding completion of claims determinations. Permanent employees will receive VBA's existing new employee training curriculum and be retained as other permanent employees attrite.

Veterans Benefits Administration - Veteran Economic Recovery Payments (estimated $700 Million for payments plus $7.1 Million for General Operating Expenses and $100,000 for Information Technology to administer the payments)

The ARRA provides for a one-time payment of $250 to eligible Veterans and survivors to help mitigate the effects of the current economy. VA estimates making $700 million in payments. VA is working in coordination with the Social Security Administration, the Railroad Retirement Board, and the Department of the Treasury to make these payments beginning in June 2009.

Office of Information and Technology - ($50 Million)

The Department will primarily utilize ARRA funds to provide software development, staff, and associated supplies and equipment to support implementation of the Post 9/11 GI Bill (Chapter 33). Remaining funds will support upgrades to other VBA systems.

Office of Inspector General - ($1 Million)

The ARRA provides $1 million for the Inspector General to audit and investigate applicable VA programs, grants and projects receiving ARRA funds and to perform necessary oversight.

Transportation

Active Solicitations

· 3/5/2009 - ARRA Public Transportation Apportionments, Allocations, and Grant Program Information
· 3/4/2009 - Assistance to Small Shipyards Grant Program Information 
Transportation is a great enabler of economic growth, the lifeblood of commerce.  It moves people to jobs and goods to the marketplace.  Without strong transportation arteries, economies stagnate.  We will use the transportation funding in the Act to deliver jobs and restore our nation's economy.  We will emphasize sustainable investment and focus our policies on the people, businesses and communities who use the transportation systems.  And, we will focus on the quality of our environment.  We will invest in jobs to expand transit capacity and modernize transit systems.  We will invest in jobs to allow Amtrak to add and modernize cars and engines and upgrade its tracks.  We will invest in jobs to expand airport capacity and make safety improvements.  We will invest in jobs to build and rehabilitate and make safer roads, highways, bridges and ports.  And we will invest in jobs to launch high-speed rail in America. 

DOT Plans and Reports
The Recovery Act and related guidance include several provisions that require DOT to take steps beyond standard practice, including reporting, information collection, budget execution, risk management, and specific action related to award type.

DOT Reporting and Plans will include the following:

· Major Communications 

· Formula Block Grant Allocation Reports 

· Weekly Updates – starting March 3rd; provides a breakdown of funding, major actions taken to date, and major planned actions 

· Monthly Financial Reports – starting May 8th; provides obligations, expenditures, and other financial data by Treasury Account, vendor, and award number, as well as information on allocations of mandatory and entitlement programs by State, county or other appropriate geographical unit 

· Agency Transaction Data Feeds – starting May 5th; provides all Recovery Act assistance transactions (primarily grants, loans, and loan guarantees) 

· Agency Recovery Plan – no later than May 1st; provides both broad recovery goals and the agency’s coordinating efforts 

· Recovery Program Plans – no later than May 1st; provides a separate plan for each Recovery Act program named in the legislation 

