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U. T. M. D. Anderson Cancer Center:  Authorization to rename pediatric services at the institution as The Children's Cancer Hospital at The University of Texas M. D. Anderson Cancer Center

RECOMMENDATION

The Chancellor concurs in the recommendation of the Executive Vice Chancellor for Health Affairs and President Mendelsohn that the Board authorize U. T. M. D. Anderson Cancer Center to rename pediatric services at the institution as The Children's Cancer Hospital at The University of Texas M. D. Anderson Cancer Center.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

U. T. M. D. Anderson Cancer Center has long been recognized for its superior cancer treatment and research.  However, market research conducted by outside experts identifies a perception among consumers that U. T. M. D. Anderson Cancer Center is designed primarily for adult cancer treatment.

No other pediatric oncology inpatient care facility in Texas offers children access to the quality and depth of pediatric oncological expertise as does U. T. M. D. Anderson Cancer Center.  To meet its mission to provide the best cancer care possible to patients of all ages, U. T. M. D. Anderson Cancer Center has determined it should designate its pediatric services as The Children's Cancer Hospital at The University of Texas M. D. Anderson Cancer Center, 
a designation that communicates to the world that U. T. M. D. Anderson Cancer Center has a specific pediatric inpatient facility and serves to better inform families of their choices in pediatric cancer care and of the specific resources focused on caring for children with cancer.


At U. T. M. D. Anderson Cancer Center, children are hospitalized in the 26-bed George E. Foreman Child and Adolescent inpatient unit located on the 9th floor of the Albert B. and Margaret M. Alkek Hospital.  The unit is self-contained and includes two nurse stations; a pharmacy; nutrition support; educational, vocational, and therapeutic counseling rooms; a large indoor playground; 
a library; and a facility for parents/families that includes a kitchen and laundry room.  It is staffed continuously by pediatric oncologists, nurses, fellows, residents, interns, and child life staff.  Children requiring intensive care are
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treated in the Level II Pediatric Intensive Care Unit (ICU) located on the 7th floor 
of the Alkek Hospital.  Three pediatric intensivists manage a four-bed pediatric ICU.  Pediatric specialists from U. T. Health Science Center - Houston consult for and treat children whose conditions also include cardiac, pulmonary, kidney, and infectious disease problems.

All ambulatory care is provided in the Robin Bush Child and Adolescent Clinic located on the 7th floor of the R. Lee Clark Clinic Building.  The new clinic is composed of 10 exam rooms, a treatment room, a 10-bed Pediatric Ambulatory Treatment Center for chemotherapies and other infusions, and a 50-seat waiting room.

The naming of pediatric services in this way will not require a separate billing number, a separate license or a separate administrative structure.  The Children’s Cancer Hospital at The University of Texas M. D. Anderson Cancer Center will use the same pathology/laboratory, diagnostic, nutrition and pharmacy services at U. T. M. D. Anderson Cancer Center as well as the same patient business services, informatics and facilities support.  However, such a designation will convey to the public that a complete pediatric cancer center exists within the institution.
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