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Explanatory Statement 

The Rules and Regulations contained in this volume a re those which a r e 
adopted by the Board of Regents and which apply general ly to the entire 
Univers i ty of Texas System, They a r e to be known a s the "Regents ' 
Rules and Regulat ions" to distinguish them from each component inst i ­
tu t ion 's ru les and regulat ions which a r e promulgated by the Chancellor 
and the chief adminis t ra t ive officers of the component inst i tut ions and 
which a r e published in separa te volumes and entitled "Institutional 
Supplement for (name of the insti tution). " 

This volume is divided into two pa r t s ; P a r t One contains those 
ru les and regulat ions which may be amended by the Board of Regents 
only after thir ty days ' notice or by action at two duly.called mee t ings ; 
the ru l e s and regula t ions of P a r t Two may be amended by the Regents 
a t any regu la r meet ing without thir ty days ' p r i o r notice. 

These Rules and Regulations a r e published in loose-leaf form to 
facil i tate the i r being kept cur ren t . As promptly as possible after 
an amendment is approved, the Secre ta ry will d is t r ibute new pages 
bearing the amiended text. 
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CHAPTER I 

THE BOARD OF REGENTS 

Sec. 1. A u t h o r i t y . - - T h e Leg is la tu re , which is given the duty and authority to pro­
vide for the maintenance , support , and direct ion of The Universi ty of Texas 
by Ar t ic le 7, Section 10, of the Texas Constitution, has delegated the 
power and authori ty to adminis te r the Universi ty to the Board of Regents in 
broad t e r m s . Ar t i c l e s 2584, 2585, and 2587, V. C. S. Texas c a s e s con­
struing these s ta tutes have held that the Board of Regents has wide discret ion 
in exerc i s ing i ts power and authori ty and that the ru les adopted by the Board 
of Regents have the same force as s ta tu tes . Foley v. Benedict, 122 Tex. 
193, 55 S, W. 2d 805 (1932); Rainey v. Malone, 141 S. W. 2d 713 (Tex, Civ. 
App. , 1940, no wri t h i s tory ; M o r r i s v. Nowotny, 323 S. W, 2d 301 (Tex. 
Civ, App . , 1959, wr i t refused, n. r . e. ; c e r . den . , 361 U. S. 889, 8 0 S . 
Ct. 164, 4 L, Ed, 2d 124), The Univers i ty ' s lands and buildings, including 
the main campus , a r e state p roper ty subject to the control of the Board 
of Regents a s the s t a t e ' s agent, Splawn v. Woodard, 287 S. W. 677 (Tex. 
Civ. App. , 1926, no wr i t h is tory) ; Walsh v. Universi ty of Texas , 169 S. 
W. 2d 993 (Tex. Civ. App . , 1942, wr i t refused). 

Jec, 2. Composit ion, - - The Board of Regents i s composed of nine mem^bers 
appointed by the Governor , with the approval of the Senate, for s taggered 
t e r m s of six yea r s each, the t e r m s of th ree miembers expiring on 
January 10th of odd-numbered y e a r s . 

Sec. 3, Chairnaan of the Board. 

3 ,1 Elect ion of C h a i r m a n , - - T h e Chairman of the Board shall be elected 
by the Board from i ts number and shall se rve at the p leasure of the 
Board . He shall r epo r t and be responsible to the Board. In case of 
the death, res ignat ion, disabil i ty, removal , or disqualification of 
the Cha i rman , the Board shall elect his successor a s soon as 
p rac t i cab le . In no event shall a Board m e m b e r se rve a s Chai rman 
for m o r e than 24 consecutive jnonths without submitting his res igna­
tion a s Chai rman, but such m e m b e r shall be eligible for ree lect ion 
a s Cha i rman. 

3. 2 Duties of the Chairman. - - T h e duties and respons ib i l i t ies of the Chair­
man shall include the following: 
3 .21 He shall p res ide over the meetings of the Board. 
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3.22 He shall be authorized to call special meet ings of the Board, as 
here in provided. 

3 . 23 He shall appoint the standing and special commit tees of the 
Board, as here in provided. 

3 . 24 He shall be an ex officio member of all commit tees of the Board. 

Sec. 4. Vice -Cha i rman of the B o a r d . - - T h e Vice-Chai rman of the Board shall be 
e lected by the Board from i t s number when the Chai rman is elected and 
shall s e rve at the p l easu re of the Board. In case of the absence , death, 
res ignat ion, disabil i ty, removal , or disqualification of the Chai rman, 
the Vice-Cha i rman shall pe r form the duties of the Cha i rman until the 
Chai rman shall r e s u m e his office or his successo r shall have been 
elected a s he re in provided. Upon the death, res ignat ion, disabil i ty, 
or r emova l of the Vice-Cha i rman , the Board shall elect his successor a s 
soon a s p rac t i cab le . 

Sec. 5, Sec re t a ry to the Board of Regents . 

5. 1 Appo in tmen t . - -At the meet ing at which the Chai rman and Vice-Chai rman 
of the Board a r e elected, the Board shall elect a Secre ta ry who is not 
a m e m b e r of the Board and who shall rece ive such connpensation a s 
may be fixed by the Board . The Secre ta ry shall r epor t and be respon­
sible to the Board of Regents . The Secre ta ry shall se rve subject to 
the p l easu re of the Board and may be removed by the Board at any 
t i m e . Upon the death, res ignat ion, disabil i ty, removal , or dis­
qualification of the Secre ta ry , the Board shall e lect his successor 
a s soon a s p rac t i cab le . 

5, 2 Duties and Funct ions . - - T h e duties and functions of the Secre ta ry shal l 
include the following: 
5. 21 Meetings. - - T h e Secre ta ry shall make prepara t ions for all mee t ­

ings of the Board. 
5 .22 The Agenda. Under t h e d i r e c t i o n of t h e Chairman of 

t h e Boa rd , t h e S e c r e t a r y s h a l l p r e p a r e and d i s t r i b u t e 
t h e Agenda and t h e M a t e r i a l S u p p o r t i n g t h e Agenda f o r 
a l l m e e t i n g s of t h e Board and i t s c o m m i t t e e s . 

5 . 2 3 M i n u t e s . The S e c r e t a r y s h a l l r e c o r d , p r e p a r e , and 
i n d e x t h e o f f i c i a l Minu t e s of t h e Board and s h a l l 
d i s t r i b u t e c o p i e s t h e r e o f , i n c l u d i n g t h e a n n u a l 
b u d g e t s , t o members of t h e Board and t o o t h e r p e r ­
s o n s on t h e a p p r o v e d l i s t . The o f f i c i a l copy of 
t h e M i n u t e s s h a l l be k e p t i n t h e O f f i c e of t h e 
S e c r e t a r y and c e r t i f i e d e x c e r p t s from t h e s e M i n u t e s 
s h a l l be p r e p a r e d by t h e S e c r e t a r y . 



3. 22 He shall be authorized to call special meetings of the Board, as 
here in provided. 

3 . 23 He shall appoint the standing and special commit tees of the 
Board, as herein provided. 

3 . 24 He shall be an ex officio member of all commit tees of the Board. 

Sec. 4. Vice-Chaiinnan of the B o a r d . - - T h e Vice-Chai rman of the Board shall be 
elected by the Board from i t s number when the Chairman is elected and 
shall se rve a t the p leasure of the Board. In case of the absence , death, 
res ignat ion, disability, removal , or disqualification of the Chai rman, 
the Vice-Chai rman shall per form the duties of the Chai rman until the 
Chai rman shall r e sume his office or his successor shall have been 
elected a s he re in provided. Upon the death, resignat ion, disabili ty, 
or removal of the Vice-Chai rman, the Board shall elect his successor a s 
soon a s p rac t i cab le . 

Sec. 5, Secre ta ry to the Board of Regents . 

5. 1 Appoin tment . - -At the meet ing at which the Chairrnan and Vice-Chairnnan 
of the Board a r e elected, the Board shall e lect a Secre ta ry who i s not 
a m e m b e r of the Board and who shall rece ive such compensation a s 
may be fixed by the Board . The Secre ta ry shall r epor t and be respon­
sible to the Board of Regents . The Secre ta ry shall serve subject to 
the p leasure of the Board and may be removed by the Board at any 
t i m e . Upon the death, resignat ion, disabil i ty, removal , or dis­
qualification of the Secre ta ry , the Board shall elect his successor 
a s soon a s p rac t i cab le . 

5 .2 Duties and Functions. - - T h e duties and functions of the Secre tary shall 
include the following: 
5.21 M e e t i n g s . - - T h e Secre ta ry shall make prepara t ions ior all meet­

ings of the Board. 
5. 22 The Agenda. - -Under the direct ion of the Chairman of the Board 

and in cooperation with the ChanceUor, the Secre ta ry shall 
p r e p a r e , document, and dis t r ibute the agenda for all meetings 
of the Board and its commi t t ees . The Secre ta ry shall also 
p r epa re and del iver the ca lendars of these meet ings . 

5. 23 Minutes. - - T h e Secre ta ry shall r e co rd , p r epa re , and index the 
official minutes of the meetings of the Board and shall dis tr ibute 
copies thereof, including the annual budgets, to m e m b e r s of the 
Board, to the Chancellor , and to other individuals on the 
approved l is t . The Official Minutes shall be kept in the Office 
of the Secre ta ry and cert if ied excerp ts from these nninutes shall 
be p repa red by the Secre ta ry . 


