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I. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this policy is to provide guidance to University of Texas System Police (UTSP) in 

identifying and clarifying the requirements of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 

(FERPA) as it relates to the retention and dissemination of student educational record information 

by UTSP law enforcement personnel. 

II. POLICY 

It is the policy of the University of Texas System Police to comply with the requirements of the 

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). University police records and reports shall 

be released or exhibited only in accordance with existing law and University, campus and 

departmental policies. 

To assure compliance, UTSP personnel will use reasonable methods to identify and authenticate 

the identity of any party to whom personally identifiable information from education records is 

disseminated. 

III. WHAT IS FERPA 

FERPA is a federal law that, along with federal regulations implementing the law, protects the 

privacy of student education records. FERPA generally requires a university to have written 

permission from a student attending the university before the university may release any 

information from the student’s education record. FERPA applies only to the disclosure of 

information obtained from an education record. 

FERPA does not apply to the disclosure of information from any other source. However, once the 

information is reported to a university official and becomes a record, the information in the 

record becomes subject to FERPA. 
 

It should be noted that failure to comply with FERPA regulations could result in the termination 

of eligibility of the institution from receiving federal funding as a result of violations of this act. 
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