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                 CAS CONSULTING & SERVICES, INC. 
       Civil, Transportation, and Environmental Engineering  

 
D R A F T – August 22, 2008 

 
OVERVIEW AND SUMMARY FINDINGS 
 
 
1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
The University of Texas System (UTS) owns 350.23 acres of land along the north shore 
of Lake Austin in Austin, Texas known as the Brackenridge Tract.  This property is 
located in central west Austin on both sides of Lake Austin Boulevard between MoPac 
Expressway and Enfield Road.  UTS accepted the Cooper, Robertson and Partners (CRP) 
proposal for conceptual master planning for the development of this Tract on April 21, 
2008.  CRP accepted the CAS Consulting & Services, Inc. (CAS) proposal for services 
relating to infrastructure/traffic engineering and surveying for this project on May 2, 
2008.   
 
As part of the scope of services, CAS has prepared this Existing Site Analysis Report 
which contains the most pressing infrastructure-related issues, environmental and 
regulatory constraints that may affect redevelopment of the Brackenridge Tract.  As part 
of this analysis, a boundary survey for the Tract was completed by Surveying and 
Mapping, Inc. (SAM) in August 2008 and a summary of environmental and cultural 
findings was provided by Raba-Kistner Consultants Inc. (RKCI) in July 2008.    
 
The purpose of this section of this report is to provide an overall summary of the 
findings, highlight key issues and provide recommendations.  In addition to this 
summary, complete analysis reports, along with appropriate drawings and attachments, 
have been provided in the remaining sections of this report for reference.  All data has 
also been submitted electronically for graphical incorporation into CRP’s concept plan 
working files. 
 
2.0 FACILITY AND BUILDING INVENTORY & ANALYSIS SUMMARY 
 
Baer Engineering and Environmental Consulting, Inc. completed an inventory and review 
of the building envelope materials and conditions for the buildings currently existing on 
the Brackenridge Tract.   
 
The purpose of the inventory is to provide information on materials currently included in 
the building envelopes.  The inventory phase also included interviews with staff such as 
property managers and maintenance staff to identify intermittent problems such as water 
leaks.  The purpose of the evaluations was to identify significant construction flaws or 
deterioration of building envelope components such as building walls, windows and 
doors.  Some roofs were specifically excluded due to inaccessibility.  Roofs that could be 
easily accessed and viewed were reviewed with other components of the building 
envelope.  Items identified include corrective/maintenance work needed and 
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 FOR: 

    YOUR USE 
    APPROVAL 
    REVIEW/COMMENT 
    INFORMATION ONLY 
    AS REQUESTED 

SUBJECT: Austin Ecoregions  

 
 
REMARKS: 
 

The greater Austin, Texas metro area is a region of great ecological diversity (1).  There are three 
ecological communities which bisect the Austin area (see attached exhibit), which include: 
 

1. Edwards Plateau – located in western Travis County 
2. Texas Blackland Prairies – located in eastern Travis County 
3. East Central Texas Plains – located east of Travis County (location of UT Stengl Field Lab) 

 
With regard to the debate on the Brackenridge Field Lab, it is important to understand the ecological 
characteristics of each of the three ecoregions.  Located at the boundary of two ecoregions, the 
Brackenridge Field Lab exhibits characteristics of both the Edwards Plateau and the Texas Blackland 
Prairies.  Plant and wildlife communities present on the Tract differentiate the two ecoregions making the 
site invaluable for teaching and research.  UT’s other Field Lab, the Stengl Field Lab, is located within the 
East Central Texas Plains ecoregion.   
 
The Edwards Plateau is a dissected limestone plateau.  Regional physical characteristics include plains 
and valleys defined by deeper soils that combine with hills to the south comprised of shallow Mollisols 
soils and shrub vegetation. The region has a sparse network of perennial streams which are relatively 
clear and cool in temperature (1).  Biologically, the region is home to juniper-oak savanna and mesquite-
oak savanna plant communities along with various endemic vascular plants.  Ashe juniper has increased 
in some areas within the region due to its rapid seed dispersal and a decline in fires, reducing the extent 
of grassy savannas (1).  According to Norma Fowler, a professor in UT’s section of Integrative Biology, the 
ecoregion is home to a variety of endangered species including the black-capped vireo, golden-cheeked 
warbler, various salamanders and karst invertebrates, San Marcos gambusia, Texas wild rice, canyon 
mock orange, and the bracted twistflower.  Non-native fire ants have established residency in the area 
and are contributing to diminished native biodiversity (2). 
 
The Texas Blackland Prairie is characterized by a high degree of plant community diversity (3).  The soil 
structure in the region includes fine-textured, clayey soils and prairie potential natural vegetation (1).  



 

Memo to Cooper Robertson & Partners   

 July 3, 2008 

 

Dominant grasses in the region include little bluestem, big bluestem, yellow indiangrass and switchgrass.  
In addition, deciduous bottomland woodland and forest are common along the rivers and creeks (3).  
Woody vegetation including mesquite, hackberry, elm and osage orange provide habitat for a variety of 
wildlife.  Upland wildlife communities include small game animals, songbirds, waterfowl and shore birds, 
and a limited population of white-tailed deer (4).   
 
The East Central Texas Plains ecoregion is characterized by the post oak savanna, or claypan area (1).  
Common hardwoods of the region include vegetation characteristic of the oak-hickory forest association 
including scarlet, post, blackjack oaks, pignut and mockernut hickories, as well as forests of elm, pecan 
and walnut (3).  Soils in the region tend to be acidic, with sands and sandy loams on the uplands and clay 
to clay loams located in low lying areas (1).  Previously, the region was home to the jaguar and bison, and 
is currently a vibrant butterfly and reptile habitat (3).  
 
In conclusion, the Brackenridge Field Lab combines three distinctive components making it a valuable 
ecological education resource—lakefront access, characteristics of the Edwards Plateau ecosystem and 
characteristics of the Texas Blackland Prairies.  The University of Texas system has other properties which 
might be possible candidates for a potential relocation of the field lab, but none that exhibit these three 
physical characteristics.   
 
 
References 
 

1. EPA website. www.epa.gov 
2. Norma Fowler, UT section of Integrated Biology, www.sbs.utexas.edu/fowler/epveg/epmainpage.htm 
3. World Wildlife Organization, www.worldwildlife.org 
4. Texas Parks and Wildlife, www.tpwd.state.tx.us 
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 FOR: 

    YOUR USE 
    APPROVAL 
    REVIEW/COMMENT 
    INFORMATION ONLY 
    AS REQUESTED 

SUBJECT: Community Gardens - Inventory 
 

 

 
REMARKS: 

 
Austin is home to 22 public community gardens throughout the downtown area.  Community 
gardening provides fresh vegetables and plants to the community, neighborhood involvement and 
creates a sense of community.  Below is a collection of information on community gardens in the 
Austin area and an inventory of each one.  
 
Community Garden – General Guidelines 

- food bank donation requirements 
- organic growing method requirements 
- contributions to maintaining the garden facility 
- agree to maintain and agree that if not maintain, plot is forfeited 
- no trees allowed 
- no plants or structures that will shade other plots 

 
Existing Community Gardens in Austin 
 
 1- Alamo Community Garden, 2101 Alamo Street 
  15 plots total 
  (14) 200 sq. ft. plots (10’ x 20’) 
  Horticultural therapy bed @ wheelchair height 
  Composting, Rainwater Collection  
  Purple martin house 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/alamogarden/?v=1&t=search&ch=web&pub=gro
ups&sec=group&slk=1 

  $50 full plot or $25 half plot 
  1 work hours per gardener per month to maintain garden facility 



 

  
2- Blackland Learning Garden, Pennsylvania Ave. across from Kealing Middle School 

  (1) 50’ x 150’ lot 
  Medicinal herb garden 
  Vegetable gardens maintained by Kealing students 
  Underground cistern & rainwater harvesting system 
  http://www.nicoletelkes.com/community.htm 
  Volunteer project 
 

3- Cedar Park Community Garden, Elizabeth Milburn Park @ 1901 Sun Chase Blvd, Cedar 
Park 

  10’ x 20’ = $15 for resident, $30 for non-resident 
  10’ x 10’ = $8 for resident, $16 for non-resident 
  2-1/2” x 24’ ADA accessible plot = $5 for resident, $10 for non-resident 

All gardeners must donate 10% of their produce to the community through a 
local food bank. 

  http://www.cedarparktx.us/cp/page6595215.aspx 
 
 4- Deep Eddy Community Garden, 401 Deep Eddy Avenue 
  32 plots total 
  20’ x 20’ (full, ½, ¾, 3/5 or 7/16 plots available) 
  Rental fees = 6 month terms 
  Full = $35, ¾ = $25, 3/5 = $21, ½ = $17.50, 7/16 = $15.75 
  $10 donation for tool coop 
  3 work hours per plot per 6 month subscription to maintain garden facility 
 
 5- El Jardin Alegre Community Garden, 1801 East 2nd Street 
  40 plots total 
  10’ x 12’ plots 
  Urban orchard 
  2 herb beds 
  Compost 
  Bee hive 
  Gathering area w/benches 
  Tool shed 
  Art mural 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/eljardinalegre/?v=1&t=search&ch=web&pub=gr
oups&sec=group&slk=1 

  $30 full plot 
  2 work hours per month per gardener to maintain garden facility 
  

6- Good Soil Community Garden, SW corner of 12th & Chicon 
  12 plots total 
  Vary in size 
  Participant in Sustainable Food Center’s Spread the Harvest program 



 

  http://peggysue.as.utexas.edu/kaisa/Garden/ 
  Free plots 
 
 7- Martin Middle School, 1602 Haskell Street 

A school garden which allows members from the surrounding community to 
garden in some of it’s plots. 
 

 9- Quilombo Garden Collective, 5606 Harold Court 
Formed in 2006 by neighbors and friend who wanted to create gardens and 
protect Huston & Harold Ct. from illegal dumping.  Since gardens were started, 
there has been no illegal dumping and the gardens have reduced weeds & 
remediated the soil that once sat under used cars. 

 
 10- South Austin Community Garden, Cumberland & S. 5th Street 
  32 plots total 
  12’ x 18’ plots 
  Large co-op garden 
  Orchard 
  Provides vegetables to the neighboring Salvation Army’s soup kitchen 
  http://www.main.org/sacgarden/index.html 
  $4/month per plot 
  $5/month for co-op garden 
  2 work hours of community volunteer time per month/per plot  
 
 11- Sunshine Community Gardens, 4814 Sunshine Drive 
  One of the largest in the nation 
  200+ plots total on 4 acres of TX School for the Blind & Visually Impaired land 
  20’ x 20’ full plot or 10’ x 20’ half plot 
  Voted Best Community Garden by Austin Chronicle ’98, ’04, ’06, ‘07 
  http://www.sunshinecommunitygardens.org/ 
  Full plot = $90/year, $50/half year 
  Half plot = $45/year, $30/half year 
  Tool Co-op = $20 
  Unworked service hours: $30/hour 

6 work hours per full plot & 3 hours per ½ plot per season to maintain garden 
facility 

  
12- Travis County Southeast Metro Park, Hwy 71 at FM 973 

  8 plots total 
  10’ x 10’ plots 
  Started by Popham Elementary school 
  In a county park 
  Compost, tools, hoses provided 
  Fruit trees, vineyard & berry patch 
  http://www.co.travis.tx.us/tnr/parks/southeast_metro.asp 



 

  No fees 
No work hours required but must keep plots free of bermuda grass & weeds, 
only organic fertilizers allowed. 
 

 13- Windsor Park Community Garden, 5801 Westminster 
  4’ x 10’ raised beds 
  Pond, apiary (beekeeping), orchard 
  http://www.wpcg.org/index.php/Main_Page 
  $40/year  
  1 work hour per month per member to maintain garden facility 
 
 14- Blackshear Community Garden, 2001 E. 9th Street 
  Part communal, part individual plots 
  11 plots total, 5 neighborhood rows 
  http://communitygardensaustin.org/?page_id=26 
 
 15- Clarksville Community Garden, 1705 Waterston Avenue 
  Located behind the Haskell House 
  No fee, but must volunteer to maintain garden 
 
 16- Garden of Eden, 1901 Rio Grande Street 
 
 17- Homewood Heights Community Garden, 2106 Sol Wilson  
  Part communal, part individual plots 
  http://homewoodheightsgarden.blogspot.com/ 
 
 18- Lifeworks Community Garden, 2001 Chicon Street 
  New, will be accepting gardeners fall of 2008 
 
 19- Montopolis Community Garden, 1417 Montopolis Drive 
  New garden funded by an APF grant 
 
 21- CoLab Community Garden, 613 Allen Street 
  Free Garden 
  http://www.colabspace.org/ 
  

22- Hyde Park Community Garden, 610 E. 45th Street at Eilers 
  12 plots total 
  4’ x 8’ plots 

One plot devoted to a pilot garden for Godly Play a Montessori-based children’s 
curriculum 

 
Existing Youth Gardens in Austin (school sponsered programs) 
 1- Open Door Preschool 
 2- Sanchez Elementary School 



 

 3- Maplewood Elementary School 
 4- UT Elementary School 
 5- Presidential Meadows Elementary School 
 6- Perez Elementary School 
 7- Linder Elementary School 
 8- Ann Richards Middle School 
 9- Dobie Middle School 
 10- Webb Middle School 
 11- Gus Garcia Middle School 
 12- Manor Middle School 
 13- Excel High School 
 14- Garza Independence High School 
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 FOR: 

    YOUR USE 
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    REVIEW/COMMENT 
    INFORMATION ONLY 
    AS REQUESTED 

SUBJECT: Open Space Inventory  

 

 
REMARKS: 
 
I. Context: Open Space 
 
Introduction  
 
Open Space is a term used to describe open land for active or passive use.  There are a number 
of open spaces in the form of state parks, county parks, city parks and private land which are 
open to the public in the Austin metropolitan region.  Most publically accessible open space in 
the urban core of Austin is owned and operated by the city of Austin.   
 
The City of Austin defines Open Space as “an outdoor or unenclosed area, located on the ground 
or on a roof, balcony, deck, porch, or terrace, designed and accessible for outdoor living, 
recreation, pedestrian access, or landscaping, excluding parking facilities, driveways, utility, and 
service areas.”  One important component of open space is the ability for the public to access it.  
A distinction must be made between usable open space that is accessible to the general public 
and land that is open and undeveloped or private, and therefore not accessible to the general 
public.  
 
a. Regional 
 
Within the Central Texas Region, there are a variety of outdoor destinations open to the public.  
Some of these areas include state parks, county parks, city parks, and areas on private lands.   
 
 
 
 



 

State Parks 
 
The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department has many state parks in the Austin region, specifically 
six which are within or around an hour drive from downtown Austin. Those parks are the 
McKinney Falls State Park (744 acres), Pedernales Falls State Park (5,212 acres), Bastrop State 
Park (5,926 acres), Buescher State Park (1,017 acres), Lockhart State Park (264 acres) and the 
Monument Hill/Kreische Brewery State Historic Site (40 acres).  Parks owned and operated by 
the state require a fee for entry which runs between $2 and $4 dollar per day for persons 13 
years and older.  The state parks within the Austin area all are in a natural setting and have 
similar programs, which generally include camping, picnicking, hiking, wildlife observation, 
fishing, bird watching and biking.  Some parks, such as the Pedernales Falls State Park, provide 
river swimming, and tubing.   
 
County Parks 
 
The Travis County Parks Department oversees 26 parks throughout the county.  These parks range 
in size from 3 acres to over 300 acres and offer residents numerous park activities.  The base 
program of the County parks includes hiking, nature study, picnicking, biking and camping in a 
natural setting.  Some parks, including Bob Wentz Park, offer scuba diving, swimming, sailing and 
wind surfing on Lake Travis.  Entrance fees are generally range between $3 for pedestrians and 
bicyclists to $20 for improved camping sites.   
 
LCRA 
 
In addition to the State and County Parks in the area, there are also a variety of parks open to the 
public land owned by the Lower Colorado River Authority (LCRA).  The LCRA has 40 parks and 
recreational areas along the Colorado River from the hill country counties of San Saba and 
Lampasas in the north to Matagorda County on the Gulf of Mexico.  
 
LCRA parks are broken down into developed parks, recreational areas, natural resource areas and 
river access sites.  Developed parks are parks that have amenities, such as docks, boat ramps or 
trails which are programmed for activity.  Recreational areas are much more rustic and un-
programmed than the developed parks.  A natural resource area is protected areas open to the 
public on a limited basis and lastly, and river access sites are un-programmed areas that provide 
access to the Colorado River for kayaks and canoes. Most of the LCRA parks require an annual 
permit to be purchased on top of entry fees.    
 
b. City: Parks, Town Lake Trail, Golf Courses 
 
City of Austin Public Parkland 
 
The City of Austin’s Park and Recreation Department, also known as PARD, oversees 206 parks, 
26 greenbelts and 12 preserves totaling an astonishing land acre of 16,682 acres.   The City park 



 

portfolio ranges between small urban plazas, such as Plaza Saltillo located in East Austin to 
expansive greenbelts, such as the 772 acre Barton Creek Greenbelt.  The inventory of city parks 
could be narrowed into four basic types: the linear park or greenbelt, the neighborhood park, the 
preserve and the city park.   
 
Greenbelt or Linear Park.  The greenbelts or linear parks in Austin are located adjacent to existing 
creeks and waterways for two main reasons – for water quality protection and recreational 
purposes.  One of the most popular greenbelts is Austin is the Barton Creek Greenbelt which is 
composed of over 700 acres that extends from southwest Austin, south of the City of West Lake 
Hills, to Zilker Park and Lady Bird Lake in the downtown area.  The main programmatic element of 
the greenbelt is the 7.9 mile trail that runs adjacent to the creek.  Users of the trail also swim and 
wade in the creek when the water is running.   
 
Neighborhood Park. Austin is a city of neighborhoods, and each neighborhood has a centrally 
located neighborhood park that serves the residents, generally within a 1 mile radius of the park.  
Most neighborhood parks have basic programmatic features, which might include a playscape, a 
multi-purpose field, picnic area and benches.  Many of the neighborhood parks, notably Reed 
Park in the Tarrytown neighborhood, provide a community pool for public use during the summer 
months.  Austin’s neighborhood park range in size between 2 and 30 acres.   
 
The Preserve.  PARD’s goal for Austin’s Nature Preserves is to provide “sanctuaries for native 
plants, native animals and unique natural features.  They provide educational and scientific 
opportunities for the people of Austin.”  There are a variety of preserves which are open to the 
public, but some require a reservation for educational groups.  There are 12 preserves under the 
jurisdiction of the city of Austin’s park department.   
 
City Park. There are a number of larger city wide parks that serve the general population of 
Austin.  One of the most notable city parks is Zilker Park, located south of downtown on the 
shores of Lady Bird Lake.  Zilker’s park’s 355 acres consists of numerous fields, a playground with 
running train (the Zilker Zephyr), picnic areas, pavilions, a municipal swimming hole (Barton 
Springs), 1.5 miles of trails, a disc golf course, concessions, restrooms, and parking facilities.  
 
The City of Austin’s park inventory exceeds the national standard of 10 acres of open space per 
every 1000 residents with a current park acreage to person ratio is 23 acres per 1000 people, 
making it the highest in the state of Texas.  The City’s goal is to increase this ratio to 24 acres 
per 1000 people.  In addition, the City’s Park and Recreation department has the goal to provide a 
park within one mile of every resident in the urban area of Austin.  
 
In addition to the city of Austin’s Park and Recreation, the Families and Children’s task Force 
published a recommendation in July 2008 to increase the City’s goal of providing one park within 
a mile distance to providing, by 2018, “a park or public green space within a quarter mile radius 
of all existing and planning housing located in the urban core, and a half-mile radius for all other 
parts of the city.”  This may be considered in PARD’s updated Long Range Plan.   



 

 
Town Lake Trail 
 
Town Lake Trail is a 10 mile hike and bike trail located along the shores of Lady Bird Lake in 
downtown Austin.  The trail’s meandering path travels along both the north and south side of the 
lake and connects to a number of city parks, such as Zilker Park and Auditorium Shores; the 
downtown central business district and surrounding neighborhoods.  The trail also connects other 
trails, such as the Barton Creek Greenbelt trail to the south and the Johnson Creek trail to the 
north.  The trail’s northwestern terminus is adjacent to the Brackenridge Tract at Eilers Park.   It 
has been expressed by the public and other groups, that there is an opportunity to bring the trail 
up through the Brackenridge Tract.  This potential trail has the ability to link the entire Town Lake 
Trail to Red Bud Isle, the Walsh Boat Landing on Lake Austin and to west Austin neighborhoods.   
 
Golf Courses 
 
The city of Austin has approximately 28 golf courses in the greater metropolitan area.  Among the 
28 courses, five golf courses are owned and operated by the City of Austin’s Park and Recreation 
Department (PARD). These courses include the Hancock Golf Course, located at 811 East 41st 
Street; the Jimmy Clay Golf Course and the Kizer Golf Course; both located in southeast Austin, 
south of Ben White Boulevard and east of I-35; Morris Williams Golf Course, located in east 
Austin, adjacent to the Mueller community; and lastly The Lions Municipal Golf Course, located 
in West Austin on the Brackenridge Tract.  The rates slightly vary, but generally do not exceed 
$23 dollars for a round of golf.  In addition to the five municipal golf courses, there are also a 
number of both public (approximately 9 courses) and private golf courses (approximately 14 
courses) in the Austin area.  Rates for these courses range from the municipal cost to over one 
hundred dollars for a round of golf.   
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SUBJECT: Open Space Categories and Precedents  

 

 
REMARKS: 
 
c. Open Space Types / Precedents 
 
The City of Austin’s Park and Recreation Department, in their 1998 Long Range Plan for Land and 
Facilities identifies five (5) park categories.  Those categories include Neighborhood Parks, 
District Parks, Metropolitan Parks, Greenbelts and Special Parks.  In the context of the 
Brackenridge site and its location in West Austin, we have collected information on the following 
open space categories, which may or may not fall within the PARD categories, but are applicable 
to an open space system considering the scale and setting of the 346 acre Brackenridge Tract.  
The categories are Neighborhood Park, District (or Community Park), Greenbelt/Greenway, 
Special Parks, Community Gardens, and Pocket Park.  We have collected information on the 
following types, as well as local and national precedents of relevant examples in each category.   
 
Neighborhood Park 
 
The neighborhood park is the recreation foundation of the park’s system.  They serve a 
recreational and social purpose for an immediate area and should respond to the demographics 
and cultural composition of the community.  The size of a neighborhood park typically is 5 acres 
or more, 8 to 10 acres are preferred and City of Austin extends the size to 30 acres.  The service 
area of a neighborhood park should be between ¼ mile (preferred) to a mile (City of Austin goal) 
and should be unobstructed by major roads or other physical barriers (A).  School parks are used 
in the City of Austin as neighborhood parks, with limited use, to provide recreational and social 
opportunities in built out areas of the City where park sites were not secured in advance (B). 
 
The program of a neighborhood park should bring people together to socialize and recreate close 
to home.  Amenities should be tailored to multiple age groups, and should be a balance between 



 

passive and active recreation.  Neighborhood parks do not provide a parking facility, since users 
of the park typically walk or bike since the park is in close proximity.  Some potential 
programming elements might include: 
 

• Open informal lawn area or play fields for informal recreation 
• Play area/playscape for multiple age groups 
• Active recreation courts, such as basketball court, volleyball court and/or tennis 

court 
• Internal trail loop with access from streets, or potentially from a nearby 

community trail 
• Pavilion or picnic area for social gatherings 
• General park amenities, such as benches, bike rack, water fountains, trash 

receptacles, and lighting 
• Landscaping which might include both ornamental plantings near high use areas 

and entrances and naturalized landscaping adjacent to storm water systems or 
low use areas.  

• Limited parking, most parking should be street parking.  
 
Precedent:   
 
1. Mueller Neighborhood Park, Austin, TX – Mueller Neighborhood Park is located in the new 
Mueller development in east Austin.  The park is 2.5 acres and includes the following amenities: 
playscape, 1 acre open lawn area, a junior Olympic swimming pool, wading pool, pool house with 
pool eqiptment and restrooms, a basketball court and a shaded picnic area.  
 
2. Suntree Park, Austin, TX – Suntree Park is located in the suburban subdivision of RiverPlace in 
west Austin and is maintained by the River Place Municipal Utility District (MUD).  The park is 
approximately 4.6 acres and includes the following amenities: shaded playscape, pavilion, 
restrooms, grills and picnic areas, one soccer field, one multi-purpose field, basketball court, 
exercise stations, jogging trail and various park amenities, such as water fountains and benches.  
 
3. Zilker Neighborhood Park, Austin, TX – Zilker Neighborhood Park is located in south Austin.  
The park is 4.5 acres and is adjacent to the Zilker Elementary School, but the land is owned by 
the City of Austin.  The park includes: a multipurpose field, BBQ pits with picnic tables, a 
playscape, softball fields and quarter mile walking trail.   
 
4. Big Stacy Park, Blunn Greenbelt and Little Stacy Park, Austin, TX – The three parks: Big Stacy 
Park, the Blunn Greenbelt and Little Stacy Park are adjacent to one another and are located in 
south Austin.  Big Stacey Park serves as the southern bookend of the three parks and is 3.31 
acres in size.  The park program includes: a multi-purpose field, a volleyball court, picnic tables, 
BBQ pits, an indoor restroom, a swimming pool (444 Sq. yards) and a 1.5 mile trail system.  Little 
Stacy Park serves as the northern bookend and is 6.73 acres.  The park program includes: a  



 

multi-purpose field, 1 lighted tennis courts, a volleyball court, a multi-purpose court, a playscape, 
picnic tables, picnic pavilion, BBQ pits, indoor Restroom, a wading Pool and 0.25 miles of trails.  
The 12.9 Blunn Greenbelt is located between Big Stacy and Little Stacy Parks and has a 0.67 mile 
trail which connects the two parks adjacent to the creek.  
 
District Park (or Community Park) 
 
A Community Park serves a broader demographic than a neighborhood park.  The focus of these 
parks should be to provide community based recreational needs, preserving unique landscapes 
and provide open space for a number of neighborhoods.  The size of a community park typically 
varies in size depending on the size of the community (several neighborhoods to an entire region) 
that it is serving, but a range between 20 to 40 acres is typical.  The City of Austin in their Long 
Range Plan, identified community parks ranging in size from 30 to 200 acres and should serve a 2 
mile area.  A community park should provide recreational and social needs for a wide-ranging 
community (A).    
 
The program of a community park should bring people together from the general community.  It 
should include all of the amenities of a neighborhood park, but at a larger scope and scale.  Some 
potential programming elements might include: 
 

• Larger open spaces for both active and passive use 
• Open maintained green space 
• Extensive looping trail system with trail amenities 
• Multiple group picnic facilities, ranging in size to accommodate both small and 

large gatherings 
• Athletic facilities which might include basketball courts, tennis courts, 

baseball/softball fields, etc.  
• Restrooms 
• Special-use facilities that serve a specific recreational purpose (i.e. dog parks, 

skateboard park, aquatic center / swimming pool, etc.) 
• Parking facility for multiple cars (need to get City requirements) 

 
Precedent:   Olmstead Linear Park, Atlanta, GA   

Mueller Lake Park, Austin, TX  
 
Riverside/waterfront Precedent:  Buffalo Bayou, Houston, TX  

Trinity River, Dallas, TX  
Waterfront Park, Charleston, SC  

 
 
 
 



 

Greenbelt /Greenway 
 
A Greenbelt as a linear park that usually is located along rivers, creeks and scenic ravines with a 
focus on protecting ecological resources.  Greenbelts provide passive recreational opportunities, 
such as walking, hiking, jogging, and biking and ideally serve as alternative transportation links 
between neighborhoods, parks, schools and other destinations (B).  The width of the greenbelt 
may vary and should provide direct linkages to adjacent neighborhoods, parks and destinations.  
 
The program of a greenbelt should provide for passive recreation and a nature experience.  Some 
potential programming elements might include:  
 

• Extensive trail system to provide for walking, hiking, running and biking 
• Interpretative and directional signage at key locations 
• General park amenities, such as benches, bike rack, water fountains, trash 

receptacles, and lighting at key locations 
• Naturalized minimal landscaping, with no irrigation requirements 
• Restroom (composting type) at the trail head 
• Parking facility at the trail head 

 
A Greenway is similar in program as a greenbelt, but serves a larger function.  Some additional 
functions of a greenway, aside from recreational purposes, may be wildlife corridors, flood 
control, preserving water quality, alternative transportation routes with upgraded trail surfaces 
(B).   
 
Precedent:  Pease Park and the Shoal Creek Greenbelt, Austin, TX  

Boise Greenbelt, Boise, ID  
 
Special Parks 
 
Special Parks are parks that have a serve a specific function or preserve an historic, natural or 
cultural feature, which may include a nature preserve, art centers, museum, historic landmark, 
golf courses, scenic viewpoints or urban squares.  Services might vary, but typically special parks 
attract city-wide users.    
 
The program of a Special Park varies greatly depending on the scope and scale of the park, but 
might include the following elements: 
 

• General park amenities, such as benches, bike rack, water fountains, trash 
receptacles, and lighting at key locations 

• Restrooms 
• Parking facility  

 



 

Precedent: Republic Square, Austin TX 
  Woolridge Square, Austin TX 
 
Community Gardens 
 
Austin is home to 22 public community gardens throughout the downtown area.  Community 
gardening provides fresh vegetables and plants to the community, neighborhood involvement and 
creates a sense of community.  Community gardens are typically publically owned and operated 
and users must agree to following guidelines:  
 

• Food bank donation requirements 
• Organic growing method requirements 
• Contributions to maintaining the garden facility 
• Agree to maintain and agree that if not maintain, plot is forfeited 
• No trees allowed 
• No plants or structures that will shade other plots 

 
The size of the community gardens in the Austin area range from 200 square feet to 4 acres.  One 
of the most notable public gardens in the area is the Sunshine Community Gardens, which is one 
of the largest community gardens in the nation and has been voted the ‘Best Community Garden’ 
for multiple years by the Austin Chronicle.  This particular garden’s cost ranges between $30 for 
a half plot for 6 months to $90 for a full plot for 1 year, which is the most expensive community 
garden in Austin.  Most other gardens in the area are free or costs are minimal. Some gardens in 
Austin grow medicinal herbs, have installed a rainwater harvesting system or are maintained by 
nearby elementary school children.   
 
Precedent: Deep Eddy Community Garden, Austin, TX 
 
Pocket Park  
 
A pocket park is a small park, typically on a single vacant lot or on an irregular piece of land that 
has been converted for public use.  Pocket parks can be either publically or privately owned and 
may be designed to be locked at night, or when not in use.  Pocket parks are great opportunities 
for introducing public green space in an urbanized or previously developed area which is lacking 
neighborhood parks since they require minimal land area.  The program of a pocket park is 
nominal and may include: 
 

• Seating, which may be either fixed to the ground (benches) or movable (movable 
chairs)  

• Ornamental landscaping 
• Feature, which may include a historic marker, a monument, public art, fountain, 

or small playground 



 

 
Precedent:   Greenacre Park, New York, NY 
  Waterfall Garden Park, Seattle, WA 
  Harborside Fountain Park, Bremerton, WA 
 
 
Sources 
(A)   Planning and Urban Design Standards, APA 
(B)   Long Range Plan for Land and Facilities, City of Austin Parks and Recreation 

Department, 1998 
 



M E M O R A N D U M  

901 South  MoPac ,  B ldg2 ,  Su i te  350 ,  Aust in ,  Texas  78746 T E L  512 .327.1011 F A X  512 .327 .0488   W E B  www.tbg- inc .com 

FROM: Kimberly Doerle 
DATE: March 24, 2008 
PROJECT: Brackenridge Tract 
PROJECT NO.: A08220 

TO:      Cooper, Robertson & Partners 

 
 
    

 FOR: 

    YOUR USE 
    APPROVAL 
    REVIEW/COMMENT 
    INFORMATION ONLY 
    AS REQUESTED 

SUBJECT: Rain Gardens in Austin Texas 

 

 
REMARKS: 

 
Green Streets, and specifically Rain Gardens located on the public right-of-way, is a storm water 
management strategy that uses biofiltration, which us a technique using living materials to 
capture and biologically degrade pollutants in storm water runoff.  This could be used on the 
Brackenridge Tract for many benefits, including: 
 

• Improve water quality 
• Reducing irrigation needs in a standard streetscape landscape scheme 
• Provides habitat corridors 
• Contributes to landscape in the public realm 
• Reduce downstream erosion 
• Reduce flooding 
• Enhancing neighborhood livability,  
• Improves the function of the street 
• Promotes connectivity 
• Enhances the pedestrian environment 
• Creates district identity and character 
 

Rain Gardens are a way to manage storm water, but there are issues that arise when planning 
for these systems in the hot and arid Austin climate of low rainfall coupled with brief 
concentrated periods of heavy rainfall events.  Therefore, two items need to be addressed in 
planning for Rain Gardens in the Austin climate: 
  

• Aesthetic quality and survivability of the landscape within the rain garden during the 
summer months of low rainfall periods and high temperatures  

 



 

• The management of a high volumes of water in a short time period 
 
We believe that incorporating a rain garden system within the street right-of-way can be 
addressed, but there are several considerations that need to be incorporated including: 
 

• Incorporating an irrigation system to supplement rain water to sustain plant material.  
Ideally, using reclaimed gray water or stored rainwater through a rainwater harvesting 
system from the adjacent buildings.   

 
• A collecting storm pipe should be located at the terminus of the rain garden system to 

collect overflow water during periods of heavy rainfall.  The rain gardens would permit a 
potential reduction of the downstream detention area and should be a part of a 
connected system.  

 
We have coordinated with K. Frieze and Associates and have determined the following rain 
garden sizes based on the conceptual street sections provided to us on March 17, 2009.   
 
120 ROW – Symmetrical  
 
While reviewing the rain garden required sizes, we determined an area of 100’ LF of R.O.W., so 
all below sizes and dimensions are what we would be required every 100 LF.  The Lake Austin 
Boulevard symmetrical section requires the following rain garden sizes: 
 

• Rain Garden width  32’, or 16’ on each side 
• Rain Garden length  61.5’, or 30.75’ on each size 
• Needed surface area, min 1960 SF  

 
These calculations are based on the following street dimensions:  

 
• Total ROW length   100’  
• Total ROW width   120’ R.O.W. 
• Width of asphalt area   58’ 
• Width of sidewalk area  30’, or 15’ on each side 

 
120 ROW – Asymmetrical with Porous Paving 
 
The 120’ asymmetrical ROW section unfortunately can not sustain a rain garden to manage the 
storm water because there is an excess of imperious area.  We have discovered that the 120’ 
asymmetrical ROW rain gardens will only work with porous paving in all pedestrian areas (i.e. 
sidewalks).  Again, we have determined a ROW length of 100 LF. The Lake Austin Boulevard 
asymmetrical section requires the following rain garden sizes:  
 



 

• Rain Garden width  16’ on one side 
• Rain Garden length  91’  
• Needed surface area, min 1448 SF 
• Planter size   6’ x 10’ or 60 SF 
• Number of planters  4 
 

These calculations are based on the following street dimensions:  
 
• Total ROW length   100’  
• Total ROW width   120’ R.O.W. 
• Width of asphalt area   58’ 
• Width of sidewalk area  46’, or 28’ and 18’ on each side (porous paving) 

 
80 ROW –Asymmetrical with Porous Paving 
 
The 80 ROW section unfortunately can not sustain a rain garden to manage the storm water 
because there is an excess of imperious area.  Like the 120’ asymmetrical section, the 80’ ROW 
rain gardens will work with porous paving on all pedestrian areas (i.e. sidewalks).  We have 
determined a ROW length of 100 LF.  The West Lake Terrace and Lady Bird Drive sections require 
the following rain garden sizes:   
 

• Rain Garden width  12’ on one side 
• Rain Garden length  88’  
• Needed surface area, min 1056 SF 
• Planter size   6’ x 10’ or 60 SF 
• Number of planters  2 
 

These calculations are based on the following street dimensions:  
 
• Total ROW length   100’  
• Total ROW width   80’ R.O.W. 
• Width of asphalt area   44’ 
• Width of sidewalk area  24’, or 8’ (2’) and 14’ on each side (porous paving) 
 

70 ROW 
 
The 70 ROW section unfortunately can not sustain a rain garden to manage the storm water 
because there is an disproportion of impervious area and available rain garden surface area.  We 
have also tested using porous paving, and it still could not support a functional rain garden.  
 
cc: Sean Compton  
     Joe Skidmore 
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